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were received in London on the 26th Feb. 
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30, Cornhill, 
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‘Tux very full reports reas the ates 
famine distriets which we print in owr 
columns to-day must convince the most 
sceptical, if there could be any doubters, 
of the frightful suffering and distress, 
and the actual mortality from starva- 
tion, which is too likely to be soon 
followed by a still larger mortality from 
famine fever, in Shantung and Man- 
cluria, Almost the whole missionary 
staff’ in the two districts is engaged in 
the work of relief, and yet they report 
that they are only able to touch the 
fringe of the distress, and have to harden 
their hearts against applications from 
bitter poverty, ‘and only give assistance 
where there is actual starvation. This 
can be averted for the time at the 
expense of something less than a half- 
penny a head a day, and then there is 
no permanence in it. In the words of 
Mr. Harmon, “there are houses to be 
rebuilt, land reclaimed, scores of families 
who need help to enable them to emi- 
grate, tools and clothing to be bought 
or redeemed from pawn, and more im- 
portant than all, rivers which need em- 
banking to prevent a repetition of last 
year’s calamity.” And there is seed- 
grain to be provided, for the unfortunate 
| people have had to consume their pro- 
vision for the future, even to the wheat 
| sprouts, and the roots of the Ching tsaé, 
on which they have been counting for 
provender this spring. Most depressing 
is it to see that the villages for which 
the missionaries are able to provide are 
nothing more than oases in the great 
desert of famine. 

Every bit of this work should be done 
by the Chinese Government. In the 
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great famine of twelve years azo there 
was sume excuse for the people being 
allowed to starve, for the districts 
afilicted were practically inaccessible. 
It is true that that inaccessibility was 
due to the neglect which had allowed 
the great roads with which China w: 
once furnished to disappear, but that 
could not be laid to the account of the 
government of the moment. It was 
physically impossible to get food to the 
people. ‘There is no stich excuse now, 
The famine dist are perfectly ac- 
cessible to foreign missionaries and their 
wives, and @ fortiori to Chinese officials. 
‘The Emperor is the father of his peo- 
ple, and he is allowing his children to 
sti by thousands, while millions are 
being spent on his marriage festivities. 
Tt is a crime that one man should be al- 
lowed to die of starvation in the present 
famine, when the prevention is a mere 
question of expense. The missionaries 
ave so accustomed to official neglect 
that they do not insert one word of 
blame in their reports, but the blame is 
there and will be indelible. Foreigners 
might have been called on to add some- 
thing, to help to restore the people to 
a little comfort ; but it is the clear duty 
of the Government, and of the Govern- 
ment alone, to avert starvation from the 
people. There is plenty of food in the 
country; shiploads of grain are going 
aay every day from Anhui and Kiangsu 
to the south in the ordinary course of 
trade, but not one load of them goes on 
government account to the famine di 
tricts. The devotion of the mission- 
aries is beyond all praise ; they are not 
working for buttons or titles, or in res- 
jonse_to high-sounding proclamations 
from Viceroy’ ; but simply without hope 
or thought of any material reward, 
“remembering the mercies of the ‘One 
God and Father of us all’ to them,” and 
in generous acknowledgment of “the 
relationship and responsibility they 
bear to the suffering and dying amongst 
human kind.” 

All who read these touching reports 
from the north must ask, “ Where are 
the reports from Anhui and Kiangsu ?”, 
the districts which have been favoured 
with the special attention of Mr. 
Drummond's Committee. We had the 
vague statement the other day from 
certain priests that ten millions of the 
famine-stricken were dying in these 
provinces, reports which were at once 
characterised by other priests as exug- 
gerated. ‘There are foreign missionaries 
in those provinces, but they have never 
asked for a cent, nor do they send any 
details of suffering. For those pro- 
vinees—from which rice is being so 
freely exported—we have to rely entirely 
on the reports of the Viceroy, who has 
to rely entirely on what he is told by 
his underlings, on the account of a hur- 
ried visit paid by General Mesny, and 
‘on one letter from Mr. Mansfield, who 
we do not apprehend had himself visited 
the districts of which he wrote. It is 
generally believed that there is not any 
such famine in these provinces as there 
is in the north, and that the despatch 























of Tis. 50,000 of the funds collected 
by the Lord Mayor of London was a 
grand, if generous, mistake. Sir 
Rutherford Alcock, who acted as the 
spokesman of the deputation that waited 
on the Lord Mayor, said distinctly that 
“the fund would be distributed through 
the British and other missionaries, so 
that there could be no possible misap- 
plication.” Sir Thomas Wade “thought 
that the organisation for the distribution 
of the fund might be perfectly trusted. 
In 1878 the different missionary bodies 
distributed the fund with perfect satis- 
faction to every one.” ‘The Lord Mayor, 
in his letter to the Times announcing 
the opening of the fund, said equally 
clearly that “the appropriation will be 
carried on, as in 1878, by the mission- 
aries of all creeds,” under the direction 
of the powerful and energetic committee 
in Shanghai; and we are perfectly safe 
in saying, that the money would never 
have been subscribed, if it had been 
known that such a large proportion of 
it would be sent to the Viceroy of 
»guan for distribution, And in saying 
we are not saying anything more 
t Chinese officialdom, than private 
Chinese say themselves. It may be 
quite true that the officials at Nanking 
are themselves sending large sums into 
Auhui, in addition to this Tis. 50,000 ; 
but we shall never know how much of 
this actually reaches the starving peorle, 
and we do know what becomes of every 
cent that is given to the missionaries to 
distribute. It should be clearly under- 
‘tood that what the Chinese Government 
doing in the prevention of starvation 
is not charity, but merely their obvious 
duty, and it is a mistake to assist them 
in doing this duty with the charity of 
contributors in Europe aud America, 
and the East. We are glad to learn 
that the Committee has now appre- 
ciated this, for of the Tis. 30,000 
appropriated at its meeting on the 6th, 
not one tael was sent to Nanking, 
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‘The French mail of 25th January arrived 
here on the 4th inst., by the M.M. Co. 
str. Saghalien. 

A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the P. & O. Co.'s str. Pekin, 


——- —_ 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


[py EASTERN EXTENSION A. AND C. TEL. CO.) 
(rmmocoH RECTEX'S AGEN 


THE TRUTH AT LAST. 
London, 28th February. 
The Counsel tor The Times has with- 
drawn the letters and expressed regret 
for their publication. 
THE REVIVAL OF TRADE. 
Lord Salisbury speaking at a ban- 
quet rejoiced in the emphatic symptoms 
of the revival of Trade. 
THE NEW MINISTER TO 
WASHINGTON. 
London, 1st March. 
Sir Julian Pauncefote has been ap- 
pointed Minister at Washington. 











ITALIAN POLITICS, 
Signor Crispi, the Italian President of 


the Council and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, has resigned, 
A MISERABLE ENDING. 
London, 4th March, 


Mr. Pigott has committed suicide, 


GENERAL HARRISON'S CABINET. 

Mr. Windom has been appointed 
Secretary of the Treasury in General 
Harrison's Cabinet, the rest being 
unknown men, 

(Mr. Windom was a Senator from Min- 
nesota, and is an able financier, and a 
man of irreproachable character, ‘He was 


previously Secretary of the Treasury under 
seneral Garfield.—Ep.] 


A DEFEAT FOR THE SEPARATISTS, 

Mr. Morley’s amendment to the reply 
to the speech from the Throne has been 
rejected. 


THE PRESIDENTS INAUGURAL 
MESSAGE. 
London, 5th March. 
‘The President of the U.S. in his 
inaugural message to Congress on 
assuming office, protests against foreign 
domination, and sustains American rights 
with regard to Samoa, He is in favour 
of an increase of the American Navy 
and considers it the duty of Congress 
to adjust the Revenue Laws so as to 
leave a small surplus, without attacking 
the Protective tariff, 


THE KING OF THE NETHERLANDS, 
London, 6th March. 
Symptoms of blood poisoning have 
caused anxiety in the case of the King 
of the Netherlands but there is no imme- 
diate danger. 


THE KING OF SERVIA. 
King Milan of Servia is ill, and is 
expected to abdicate, 


Aden, 18th February. 
‘The Cossacks are building huts at Sagallo, 
and frequent quarrels have taken place 
with the natives, 
_ London, 19th February. 
The Morning Post says that in view of 
the war cloud now hanging over Europe, 
the departure of the Duke of Cambridge to 
visit Gibraltar must be regarded as signi+ 
ficant, and probably will result in tho 
immediate improvement of the defences of 
that fortress, —Singapore Papers. 
Paris, 20th February, 
The Pi lent of the Republic has otfer- 
ed the mission of forming a new Cabinet 
to, DL. Freycinet, who has asked time to 
reflect. 





: 2st February, 
MM, Meline has accepted the mission’ of 
forming a new Cabinet in conjunction with 


M. Freycinet. 
22nd February. 

M. Méline having failed, the mission of 
forming a new Ministry has been intrusted 
to M. Tirard, who has boen appointed Pre- 
sident of the’ Cabinet without a portfolio. 
The other ministers are—Constans, Home 
Affairs; Rouvier, Finance; Thévenet, 
Justice ; Falligres, War; Jaurés, Marine 
and Colonies ; Yves Guyot, Public Works ; 
Jaye, Agriculture. ‘The portfolios of - 
Foreign Affairs and Commerce are still 
vacant. 

(Later.) ML, Spuller bas been appointed 
Minister of Foreign Affairs,—Havus Tele- 
grams, 
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‘The Diplomatic Body at Peking made 
the not unreasonable ‘request that they 
should be allowed to congratulate the Em- 
peror in person on his marriage, and all 
‘they get is an invitation to dinner at the 
Foreign Office, where they are to have some 
trifling presents made them. It seems a 
little servile of our northern contemporary 
to call this “marked courtesy”; most people 
think that the best answer the Ministers 
could make would be to decline both the 
dinner and the presents. 

In consequence of the persistent rumours 
of a disquieting nature in Chefoo, the origin 
of which cannot be traced, tho British Ac 
miral yesterday decided tu send one of his 
vessels to the northern port, and the 
Mutine, which arrived from ’ Chinkiang 
yesterday afternoon, was at once coaled 
and provisioned, and is to leave early this 
morning. 

The Comptoir d’Escompte de Paris on 
Wednesday received telegraphic informa- 
tion of the death of M. Denfert-Rochereau, 
their chief manager in Paris. Pending 
further arrangements, M. G. Girod, one of 
the Directors, has assumed the duties of the 
office. M. Denfert-Rochereau was univer- 
sally esteemed, and his death is deplored by 
all those who had relations with him. 

Prince Tun, the Fifth Prince, is officially 
announced to have died on the 18th ultimo, 
but it is said that the event really occurred 
on the 14th or 15th. His death was the 
result of an apoplectic seizure. 
brother, Prince Kun; 
from an acute form of nephritis. 

Our northern contemporary says that one 
of the Censors, in his memorial against the 
extension of railways in China, urges that 
thoy have been found so dangerous in 
Europe that they are being taken up, and 
the foreigners therefore want China to buy 
up their old rails. Probably he thinks that 
the import of old horseshoes into China is 
due toforeigners finding horses so dangerous 
and giving then: up also. 

‘We hear that the Rev. J. Edkins is to 
remove from Peking to Shanghai in « short 
time, As he is chairman of the committee 
at the capital for organising a work for the 
deaf mutes of that city, it is to be hoy 
thut his presence here will favour the local 
movement. 

We read in the Peking Notes of the 
Chinese Times :-—Labourers under overseers 
are still busy within the Palace walls clear- 
ing away the debris of the great building 
destroyed by fire nearly a month. since. 
As to the origin of the fire the Pekingese 
iind, which is very outspoken, says :—The 
accounts of sixteen years were to be audited; 
the audit would have inconvenienced many 

ople. The accumulations of silk and 

ura and other valuables made in sixteen 
years were to be verified and examined ; 
now the things, or most of thi 
existent. The examination w 
been irksome. Voild tout! It is said no 
investigation will be held to ascertain the 
causes of the fire and its concomitants. 
Enquiry. might compromise a crowd of 
people, high and low, and, as the fire has 
occurred, as the accounts are destroyed, 
‘and not one shred of fur or silk is to be 
found, why then the least said the soonest 
mended. ‘The buildings will be recon- 
structed at a cost of two millions of taels, 
but the assessed actual loss is some five 
millions at least. 

‘The Chinese Times armounces the ap- 
ointment of Mr. W. C. Hillier to succeed 
Mr. Colin M. Ford as Acting British Con- 

sul-General at Seoul. Mr. Hillier is at 
present Chinese Secretary to H. M. Lega- 
tion at Peking, and is admirably fitted in 
every way for his new position, in which, 
we understand, he will probably be con 
firmed very shortly. 

The Chinese Times has discovered that 
Mr. Denny obtained all h’s information as 
to the dark and devious ways of Mr. Yuan, 
the Chinese Resident at Seoul, from a 
former secretary of Yuan. An attempt, it 
appears, was made to capture him in Seoul, 















































|doing things. ‘The tic 





but by the aid of Mr. Denny and a Japanese 
steam-launch be escaped ; only, however, 
to be caught and decapitated in Shanghai. 
We can only say that the execution, if it 
occurred, has been kept very quiet here. 

‘The Chinese Times now reports that 
Yuen’s Secretary escaped from Shanghai 
to Hongkong before he was executed, and 
that an unsuccessful attempt was made to 
assassinate him there. 

‘Many amusing stories, says the Chinese 
Times, are told by travellers on the Tong- 
shan Railway illustrating the differences 
between the foreign and uative way of 

t-oflices, for exam- 
ple, are usually filled with visitors, whether 
friends and relat: of the ticket-clerks or 
mere loafers, so that a traveller in quest of 
a ticket has to work his way though a 
crowd towards the ticket-window and trans- 
act his business amid a babel of tongues. 
Many of the Chinese think it more econo- 
mical to travel without a ticket, but this 
has led to inconvenience, and very stringent 
regulations have been issued against it, pas- 
sengers infringing the rule being made to 

y a fare and a half, by way of penalty. 
Tie foreign guards euforce the regulation 
with perfect impartiality, but not without 
auch trouble, as the offenders are mostly 
soldiers aud servants of officials with whom 
the Directors of the Railway are afraid to 
interfere. ‘The guards nevertheless do their 
the astonishment of the 
of Taotais and Gene- 
whom they subject toa process known 
as “spiflitication,” whatever that may be, 
which facilitates the extraction of fares. 
Many such and even more serious difticul- 
ties will yet have to be faced by the rail- 
way managers, as their traffic extends, and 
constituted as the Company is now, it is 
hard to sec how they will be able to resist 
the temptation to laxity of management 
when they have the incubus of official do- 
mination to contend with. 

‘An interestiug meeting was held at the 
Polytechnic on Tuesday evening to listen 
to Mr, Crossett’s scheme to start an institu 
tion for the deaf of Shanghai. Among 
those present were Dr. Focke, Consul- 
General for Germany, Mr, Fraser repre- 
senting Mr. Hughes, H.M.’s Cons 
General, several ladies, Mr. Cranston, Rev. 
H. C. Hodges, Mr. Tong Mow-chee and 
number of Chinese gentlemen. Mr. Cros- 
sett explained his scheme, Mr. Cranston 
illustrating some dumb language, Mr. Tong 
Mow-chee said that the best thing to 
be done was first to form a committee com- 
posed of foreigners and natives, then the 
members could consult and formulate a 
definite scheme. We hope to hear shortly 
that this has been done. 

In Dr. Hirth’s recent lecture, a synopsis 
of which has been made for us and will be 
found in another column, it is mentioned 
that the Syrian traders used to bring to 
China ten different kinds of coloured glass 
and make much profit on them, the Chinese 
buyers believing it to be a natural product. 
The same trade is carried on now at 
Colombo, but the buyers are no longer 
native Chinese, but Chinese and Australian 
passengers passing through on the mail- 
steamers. 

Mr. W. R. Cacles desires to acknowledge 
with thanks, the receipt by him for the New- 
chwang Flood Reliel Fund, of donations 
from 

J. W. Maclellan, Esq......Tls. 25 
An m0Us. 8 5 

Mr. Muirhead has the pleasure of acknow- 
Iedging the following sums for Famine 
Relief Work, 

J. W. Maclellan, Esq. 

‘Anonymous. 

Rey. J. Boden 

‘A further family offering through 

Archdeacon Moule - 

Offertory ChineseChurch through 

Archdeacon Moule 3.55 



























































Mr. James Grimmer 20.00 
‘A further contribution fromSoo- 

chow Missionaries per Rev 

A. P. Parker 20.00 











London Mission, per telegram. 
From Charity baa 
I and. 
Native Christians, 
General Kennedy 
Rev. J. N. B. Smit 
A follower of the Master. 
A Friend ae 
Mr. H. M. Hillier begs to acknowledge 

with thanks the following subscriptions to 

the North China Famine Relief Fund :— 
Th. dols. 


89,118.05 3,237.90 








Amount of subscriptions 
already advertised .. 

Subscriptions from N 
York wired through 
Hongkong & Shanghai 
Bank . 


Mansion 
through Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank £5,000... 24,242.45 








1,500.00 















John Howes, Esq., p. Ne 
0. B.C... 10.00 
Sums und 1.00 
114,870.50 3,238.90 


The China Inland Mission received on 
Saturday another remittance from London 
of £400 for the Famine Fund, also a local 
contribution of $126.00, 

‘The following telegram was also received 
on Saturday from Dr. Neviu 

Chefvo, Ist March, 1889, 6 p.m. 
Muirhead and Stevenson, 
Shanghai. 

Distress increasing ; arrangements ma- 
tured for immediate extension to 60,000 ; 
large force of distributors, Send what silver 
you can spare at once. 








Nevis. 
‘The China Inland Mission received on 
Tuesday the following telegram from 
Moukden : 
Moukden, 4th Mareh, 1889, 11,15 a.m, 
Stevenson, Shanghai. 
Fands nearly exhausted, still three months 
distress, ve thousand urgent, 
WepsTER, 


In response to the above Tis. 1,500 was 
wired on Tuesday—also Tis, 2,000 to the 
English Baptist Missionaries in Shantun, 

‘The Treasurer of the American Presby. 
terian Mission (North) has just received 
$1,000 gold from the Treasurer in New 
York, being the second thousand so recei 
ed, for the famine sufferers in Shantung. 
‘This will be remitted at once to Dr. Nevius, 

We understand that the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Banking Conporation is about to 
establish an agency in Hamburg. 

Some of the northern steamers returned 
toShanghai on Wednosday, and left again on 
Thursday morning. ‘The Smith was first to 
Taku Bar, the Poochi was first to Tientsin, 
and the Tungchow first back to Shanghai, A 
little ice was met outside Taku, but in the 
river it was from 6 to 9 inches thick. The 
Poochi arrived alongside the Tientsin Bund 
at 10 p.m. on Friday, and the Trnigehorw next 
morning. The Povchi was the first to leave 
for Shanghai at 1.15 p.m. on Saturday, and 
vras followed by the Pungchow at 7 a.m, on 
Sunday. The Smith’s passengers, including 
ninety students and six mandarins, were 80 
pleased with the treatment they received on 
board, that they have sent a letter to the 
native papers in praise of the ship and her 
















































commander. ‘The following shows the tite 
soxne of the steamers reached Taku :— 
Reached Takn, ‘Time rom Woosung. 
Smith. .....-Beb, 8, 6.36 p.m......58b. 15 min, 
Wuchang ... yy 28, 9.00 5, ......61h. 093, 
Haean . 2./Max. 1, 2.00 am....66h. 30° 5, 
Tungchow .. 5 1, 2.30 5, hs 434 5 
1, 10.00,, 74h. 344 45 
1, noon 76h. 10° 55 


‘The Tuugehow went vid Chefoo, and 80 
lost six hours. 

Signor Crispi, whose resignation is an- 
nounced by Reuter, became Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs in the 
Italian Cabinet on the death in July 1887 
of Signor Depretis, under whom he had 
been Minister of the Interior. He is an 
old Garibaldian and a strong Republican, 
and formerly a professed friend of France, 
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but he has nevertheless been the loyal and 
devoted servant of the monarchy, which 
he and nearly all Italians regard as the 
key-stone of Italian unity; and has done 
all in his power to strengthen the Central 
European alliance, against France on the 

in on the other. h 











this object he n 
Count Kalnoky in August last year, while 
the following October the Emperor of 
Germany visited King Humbert at Rome. 
When the Singapore papers arrive, we shall 
perhaps know the cause of Signor Crispi’s 
unexpected resignation, It is possible that 
the country is getting restive under the 
enormous expenditure on war preparations, 
and the heavy deficit in the budyet. Tt is 
possible, too, that as Signor Crispi is far 
the most prominent man in Italian politi 

his resignation will not be accepted by the 














King, and that he will come back to power | 


with 'a reorganised Cabinet, and has re~ 
signed with that object. 

‘Sir Julian Pauncefute, (.C.M.G., C.B., 
who, Renter tells us, has beon appointed 
Minister at Washington, was called to the 
Bar in 1852, He was sent out to Hongkong 
as legal adviser to Messrs. Jardine, 3 
son & Co., practised law there forse 
years, and was Attorney-General in 1866. 

In 1874 he was appointed Chief Justice of 
the Leeward Islands, and was knighted. 
In the same year he became assistaut under: 
Secretary of State for the Cul and twe 
years afterwards joined the Foreizn Ollice, 
ing appointed Permanent Uuder- 

tary of State in 1882, and in that eapac 
has no doubt gained a thorough knowledse 
of the unsettled questions,—extradi 
fisheries, and Samoa, in which Creat Bri 
and the United States arc interested ; and 
it is probably to this that his appoiuit- 
mentisdue, The scaut courtesy with which 
Lord Sackville was treated by Mr, Bayard 
has no doubt made it difticult for Ls 
Salisbury to find him a successor in the 
regular ranks of diplomacy. 

France is reported to be negotiating 
Russia for the opening of Turkestan 
French trade, and the establishment of a 
Consulate there. 

The Messenger, nr monthly 
published in Shanghai to which we have 
previously referred, is generally very well 
tnd healthily written, aud this makes it 
more difficult to understand the editor's 
admitting such a picce of sickly cant as 
this :— Weare glad to record a good work 
onboard H.M.S. Heroine, When the vessel 
came in there were two out-and-out Chi 
ians on board ; now there are twenty-six. 
Tt is possible that the words  ouit-and- 
out” should have had eapital letters and 
that there is a sect calling themselves 
“Out-and-Out Christians,” in which case 
we have nothing more to say; otherwise 
we should like to know who is the autho- 
rity competent to say that there were only 
two real Christians on HLMS, Lori 
when she arrived at this port. 

‘The new Customs steamer’ signals came 
into operation on the Ist inst. and Messrs. 
Kelly & Walsh, La., have issued acara with 
the new signals on it. There are sixty-tive 
flags and pennants on this card representing 
all the companies whose vessels come to 
this port. When a coasting vessel is signal- 
led, the company’s flag and the local num 
der are hoisted ; when it isa home steamer, 
the second distinguishing or blue pennant 
is hoisted under the company’s th 

‘The latest advices from home show that 
the Copper Syndicate was rapidly getting 
into a very critical position, owing to the 
continued increase in the stock that it was 
obliged to carry. Attempts had been made 
to unload on to an English combination, 
‘but there can be very little doubt that the 
collapse of the syndicate may be expected 
‘at any moment. 

During the first two months of this year, 
363 vessels entered at the Shanghai Customs 
Of these, 195 were British, 87 Chinese, 49 
German, 15 Japaneso, 10 French, 4 Ameri- 
can and 3 Norwegian, The total number 
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sited Prince Bismarek and | 













of vessels uf these nationa 
entered at the Customs is as follows 

















Japanes 
Norwevian and 
{Pere Chevalier writes us from the Obs: 
vatory at Sicawei to the effect that the 
statements nade by some of the priests, | 
jand quoted by us, as to the extent of the | 
{famine in Kiangst and Aului, appear ex- | 
rated; and that the advice as to not 
confiding any of the relief funds to Chinese 
not approved at Sicawei, where it | 
it that in many 7 


British 52,442 
American 11,056 
Chinese. 7812 
German... 2.021 
French 1,595 

1,421 
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the sufferers | 
reached by native distributors. | 

ine that there is | 
real conflict of epinion : what is ob- | 
ted to, is the allowing officials to have 
any control of the relief funds, while | 
j natives must necessarily be employed in the | 
} actual distribution. 

Mr, Samuel Brown, M.LC.E., Gov 
ment Engineer in Cyprus, has been ap- 
pointed to succeed the H. M. Price as | 
Surveyor 
Mr. T. 






































kong for hen 
the 24th ult. 


The Masonic Ball yi 





















the 25th ult. was the k ball ev 
in the colony, there bei rly a thousand 
rsons present It ‘en under the 
es of the Hon. C. ?. Chater, D.G.M. 






The Cante 
hoay Te 
Merchants’ steamer [sinsheny had created 
a sensation by coming up the front reach 
and anchoring vif Shamien, showing that 
nton is still accessible by this route. 
He adds :—"The fact that o 
of considerable size ean 
the front reach, will no doubt make the 
Vicoroy more dete i 
resolve mi 


pondent of the 

























rnantan Mining Cor 
was held in Hongko 
Mr. W. G, Brodie being in the chair, a 
large number uf sharcholders 
Becher, enginver to the mines, being pre 
sent. A most favourable report from the 
Tatter was read, aud it was decided to raise 

ital by the issue to the | 
000 new shares { 
of $10 each. ‘The Chairman mentioned 
that the issue would be unnecessary if the 
London syndicate accepted the offer made 
them of one-half the Company's property 
for £100,000, the syndicate having also to 
tind £50,000 of working capital. “The old 
shares, $10 paid up, which were considera- 
bly below par recently, were quoted at $70 
on the Ist instant. 

The Duily Press says that the nego 
ions for the sale of half the Punjom Min- 
Co's property to London capitalists have 
fallen through. 

We learn from the Jepan Mail that it was 
recently determined to break open a safe 
that had stood closed for years in the 
British Legation at Tokio, the key having 
been lust. The deed was done, and in the 
safe were found the accounts of some of 
the Consulates, and a box of gold and sil 
medals which had been sent by the Bi 
Goverument for distribution” among the | 
Japanese who defended the British Lega- 
tion in Tokio against the attack made on 
it—in which the late Mr. Laurence Oliphant 
was wounded—on the 4th of July, 1861. 
These medals have been entirely fu 
for twenty-six years, and the dificult; 
is to tind the men for whom they” were 
intended. It appears that in alluding to 
the tind the other day, Count Ito, the 
present President of the Privy Council, | 
claimed one, on the ground that he was one 
of the samurai engayed in the attack ; but 
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j also pulled down telegraph 











it appears that the affair in which he took 


part was the burning of the new British 
‘Legation on the night of its completion, in 
1863. 

It is officially denied that the Emperor of 
Japan in his speech at the promulgation of 
the constitution said that the grant was to 
be reyarded “us the transfer of a portion 
of the sovereign power to the poople.” 

According tu the Japa Mail, public 
opinion in Japan is generally satistied with 
the new Constitution. ‘The onl exeeption 
is the association known as the Daido Dan- 
Ketsu, of which Count Goto is the head, which 
has not discovered any special outrage in 
the Constitution, butis just ‘*standing in the 
middle of the read, and swearing at large.” 

The Japan Mail says that telegrams are 
published by the vernacular press to the 
fect that on the morning of the 24th ult., 
one hundred and sixty soldiers in garrison 
at Toyohashi, in the province of Mikawa, 
broke out of barracks and partially wrecked 
several buildings including an oficial re- 
sidence and the telegraph oflicn, ‘They 

posts and re- 
tuoved tails on the line. Bir. Kishi Zaburo, 
a local official, was eeverely wounded, and 
the railway service was temporarily inter- 
Nothing is said as to the origin of 
it, but we learn that Colonel Saka- 
moto, Chief of Staff at Nagoya, proceeded 
te the seene of the disturbance the same 
evening by train, with, it may be presumed, 
force suflicient to restore order, Nine of 
the rioters were arrested, 
since his death, has been 
rank one grade by the Emperor 
mud class, second grade, to second, 
class, first grade, and a sum of yen 5,000 
has been contributed by his Majesty to his 
funeral expenses. 

‘The Jiji Shimpo had the coolness to an 
nounce that a subscription had been raised 
in Tokio to pay the faneral expenses of 
Viscount Mon’s assassin, and that two of 
Viscount Mori's colleagues in the Cabinet, 
Counts Inouye and Yamada, were among 
the subseribers, Of course, the Jiji had to 
contradict the statement subsequently, for 
though people have been heard to’ aver 
that they would willingly pay for an ene- 
my’s funeral, they do not generally care to 
provide the funds openly. 

‘The assassin of Viscount Mori went about. 
his work ina deliberate manner, According 
to the Shixonvme Shimbun, it has been 
ascertained that Nishino Buntaro arose at 
an unusually carly hour on the morning of 
the 10th ult. and was observed by his 
comvades who resided in the same house to 
be writing some document with unusual 
care, a circumstance which afterwards was 
the cause of some trivial remarks amon 
them. His friends were, however, mucl 
surprised when, on exmining his’ effects 
after his death, they found his morning's 
work to be a detailed description of his plan 
for the assassination of Viscount Mori. At 
the end of this statement he had written :— 
“On the day previous to the Kigensetsu of 
the 22nd yeur of Meiji Nishino Buntaro 
writes this secretly at his house,” 

There was another earthquake in Yoko- 
hama on the 21st ult. 

‘The Chinese in Yokohama seem to have 
been a day tuo suon. They celebrated the 
Emperor's Wedding Day on the 23th ult., 
and had a very creditable torchlight pro- 
cession of grotesque figures and. gaily 
illuminated carts, 

We learn from the Choy Shimbun that 
the Chinese Government allowed its Consul 
at Yokohama Tls. 2,000 for the celebration 
in connection with the Imperial Marriage. 
An honoured guest at the entertainment 
was Mr. Arai, who is at present Principal 
of the Leprosy Hospital at Komagome, 
and who has been engaged to come to China 
to direct an anti-leprosy campaign in this 
country. 

The Rising Sun hears that the last 
European connected with the Corean Mint, 
Mr. Reidt, has been dismissed, as it has 
been decided to discontinue minting for 
the present, 
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Miscellancous Articles. 


THE MARCH Crs ‘THE MONGOL. 
1 

‘Tux author ofthe “March ofthe Mongol” 
calls on the merchants and manufacturers 
at home to take their cue from what was 
done on behalf of the Indian revenue, 
“to place opium under one sole ps 
ment for likin, and to combine and 
exert themselves through the Chambers 
of Commerce on behalf of merchandise 
other than opium.” It will, he con- 
tinues, be much less invidious for the 
Central Government at Peking to inan- 
gurate a new departure if “they can 

lead pressure from without to the 
Provindal authorities asa ground for fur- 
ther change, Whether such a movement 
on the part of home manufacturers and 
merchants would have any effect or not in 
procitriuga change in the way of mod 
tion or abolition of the /iAva on general 















merchandise throughout the Empire, ' 


we should be glad to see the Chambers 
of Commerce take up the question, and 
better still wet their members of P: 
ment to badger the Government until it 
obliged the Minister at Peking to attend 
to and foster British interests in Chi 
which in trading matters have been 
sadly neglected for the last twenty 
But Mr. Dunlop is wistaken in’ saying 
that the /ésin was introduced into Chin 

some fifty or sixty years ago for temy 
ary purposes, In all probability (iAin 
under that or some other uame 
existed in China from time immemorial. 
Under the name of transit duties these 
exactions were used in an attempt to 
keep the black tea trade at Canton in 
the first year or two after this port was 
opened. It was after the 4 
bellion, when the Goverument at Pekin: 
was almost destitute, that Sir Frederick 
Bruce gave his sanction to the colle 

tion of Vkie in the interior. It wa 
designed as a temporary measure of relief | 
to the Imperial Goveriment, which has 
clung to it ever since. No doubt it 
injures foreign trade, but owing to the 
system of compromise, of accepting fifty, 
sixty or seventy cents m the dollar of 
dues, ‘ording to uuistances, the | 













































condition of trade, or the local revenue | 


and revenue collectors, it is perhaps 
Jess hurtful than is supposed. When | 
the Viceroy of a Province is in want 

money likin is increased, and commerce | 
is either stifled or secks some other) 
route on which (kin is lighter. In- 
stances of the diversion of trade from 
its direct routes, from one province to 
another, to roundabout and lengthy 
ways, are common enough. Mr. Dunlop 
favours the Transit Pass system which 
has increased greatly in late years, since 
it has been more honestly used than | 














years. | 


ping re- | 








| its expansion under the Transit Pass 


| system here, at Ningpo, and the five | 





river ports since 1852, but of this trade 
| we may remark for his information that 
the officials of the new China, whom he 
admires so much, would stop 
and compel the people to vu 
oils. Proclamation after proc 
has been issued all over the 
forbidding its 

























red, because the people h 
led the orders of thei 








amount of [ikin which thei 
in transit to the la 
interior. _ ‘T'wo or three year 
von Brandt, German Mi 
moved the 'T'sung-li Y 
we may call a return of all 4 
throughout the Empire, and received a 
promise that he would be furnished 
with the desired information. But, so 
far as we know, noth s come of 
Herr von Brandt’s movement. 

Every one who has paid any atten- 
tion to events in this part of the world 
knows that since the close of the great 
rebellion, the Goverument at Pek as 
been endeavouring to weaken the power 

fi ial officials and get 
nds, But such 


oils pay 





we markets in the 
Horr 































it 
revolution as this implies must be gone 








about. Once it was com- 
pleted there might be some hope of the 
financial system of the empire being 
reformed, and placed on less corrupt and 
more sensible lines. At pr dl 
perhaps for age every office in 
the country at and sold, as 
cording, we understand, 
‘The purehasers have to” g 
itl, to maiutain more or 
| state or det 
and to make or add to their own fortune, 
{during their term of office, which is 
often only three years. If this is the 
































it will be 
| broad field for what foreigners generalise 
as “squeezing,” and how impossible it 
would be to attempt to deal on a res 
with pro 
fects forei: 
dition of al 
on which the off 
cartied on whi 








jul tas 
ers while the present cou- 
Itis the system 
jal service in C! 
hh stands in the v w 









ists. 
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am atime, every attempt to collect ill 
likin, or other t mm, stich 
which was made last year near Chin- 
| kian posed, and form the 
subj ct of stronz representations to the 
‘simg-L Yann by all the foreign 
Ministers. 

i Th 
have ¢ 
Tient: 
























iy seem to 
eatly impressed Mr. Dunlop. At 
sin troops were drilling and firing 





was formerly the case, and will probably | all day, and the navy is powerful and 
autly 


be still further extended. It is much | 





it prevents their making any exa 
tion on the produce or goods it’ covers 
while passing through “their district 
‘The illustration from the trade in kero- 
sene oil, which Mr. Dunlop gives, shews 





isliked by the Provincial authorities, ! 


con: being increased. 
r,of the officers 
“a aud land and itisin their 
deficiencies that the weakness of China 
as a military power lies. But the drill- 
ing troops and the fleet so affected Mr. 
Dunlop that he says that “mereifully for 





i that the success of the 
He says 
who | 





‘the future of Western civilisation the 
| Chinese are a peace-loving people.” ‘This 
is the same kind of foolish remark 
as the oue we find a little further on, 
; that the news of the successful storming 
of Langson by the Chinese “sent a 

of fear through every foreign 
heat i in China.” The fact is that the 
iiuportauce of that event was not realised 
by foreigners in China for some time, and 
the shiver of fear had no more existence 
than the Presidency of the 'sungli Ya- 
mén which Mr, Dunlop has couferred on 
the Marquis Tsung. It is uot surprising 
to find it stated in an article full of bland= 
s that the Chinese have been di asted, 


























‘of the men-of-warbuiltin Germany, 
at for hichwebelievethere is uofoundation. 
And as for the wholesale corruption, on a 
gtand scale, which was used to obtain 
uring the French troubles, that 
art of the official system to which we 
have referred, and foreigners who desire 
‘to obtain business from the mandarins 
Fumst do it in their way or see it given 
handsome com 
mission to the mandarin who concludes 
a bargain, is by uo means peculiar to 
people of any one nationality in China, 
Daring the time when Mr. Dunlop 
was in China, in 1885, the idea of 
au alliance between Great Britain, 
China and Japan was wannly advocated 
by this journal, and he presses the 
importance of such a compact between 
the two former powers. It would no 
doubt cheek any designs of territorial 
a udisement — which may 
entertain either in whuria or 
Corea, aud would insure the independent 
existence of the latter little country. 
If such an alliance cannot be formed, by 
all imeaus let English statesmen do 
their best to supply its place by cultivat= 
ing the wannest entente cordiale with 
China. ~ But this should not be one- 
sided; the Chinese rulers ust be 
weil to fulfil their tr 'y obligations. 
Every one who reads the "March of 
the Mongol” will smile at its mistakes, 
pomposity and flood of words, but 
ers at home may be misled by 
its general tenour. It gives an account 
of the power of China and of the en. 
<itened intentious of her rulers which 
is to say the least very highly coloured. 
China is moving in her own cumbersome 
way towards Western methods, and we 
hope towards a higher civilisation, and if 
her pr is sv slow as to disappoint 
many of her wellwishers, it is real. Ko 
aud then the old irrational obstructive 



















































































spirit shows itself and obtains a tem- 
ry victory, as in the case of the 
the preparations for the 
ientsin-Tungchow 
But in this as 


po 
stoppage 
construction of the.‘ 
railway the other day. 
in former instances we 








only temporary. So also will, we trust, 

the mischievous cuning by which 
Sir John Walsham allowed himself to 
be duped in the case of the Kuliny. 
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THE ACCESSION OF KUANG HSU. 
‘Te men-of-war in harbour, American, 
English, French, Portuguese and Chinese, 
were dressed in all their bunting on 
Monday in honour of the accession to 
sole power of the young Emperor Kuang 
Hoi. On the sane day General Harri- 
son assumed the supreme power in the 
United States. ‘To moralise on the 
contrast and the coincidence would be 
somewhat trite. Kuang Hsii assumes 
absolute power for life, General Harrison 
a constitutional supremacy for four 
years; and yet it is quite possible that 
the latter will have more real power, 
and a longer lease of it, than the former. 
The Empress Dowager, who formally 
and finally resigned the reins ou Monday, 
his lately violently rebuked a Censor, 
who suggested that in consideration of 
the Emperor's youth and the necessities 
of the Empire she should continue to 
exercise some supervision; but she is 
not yet old, and cannot have entirely 
lost her taste for rule, and the air of the 
Palace has not always been salubrious 
to young Emperors and Empresses. In 
fact, the Empress Dowager has shewn 
herself such a capable ruler, and so good 
a judge of men, that it is to be hoped | 
she will continue to guide her protaye| 
iu the enormous task which he under- 
took on Monday. 

If we can imagine the young Emperor 
looking over his possessions with a view 
to realise their condition, what will he 
find it to be? rywhere the Empire 
is at peace. ‘The so-called insurrection 
in Formosa, which was a perfectly legiti- 
mate rising against the exactions of the 
Governor's minions, has been put down, 
ostensibly by force of arms, really by | 
concessions. ‘The sporadic famines in 
parts of the empire have not been 
avcompanied by any risings of any con- 
sequence, for it is the quality of starva- 
tion to take out of the sufferers all desire 
to help themselves by violeuce. ‘There 
is always some trouble in Corea, too 
often fermented by interested persous 
for their own purposes ; but the trouble | 
does not go beyond irritation, because, 
fortunately, neither of the two foreign 
pomees specially concerned, Japan and 
Russia, is at all anxious to quarrel with 
China. In the south accusations are 
made that Chinese regular troops are 
assisting the so-called pirates in Tong- 
king, and so loose is the discipline of 
these regulars, that it is quite possible 
that they cross the frontier and join the 
pirates for the chance of loot ; but the 
utter is of uo political importance, and 
is not likely to disturb the good relations 
existing between France aud China. 
With her othergreat neighbour, England, 
China is on the best of terms, and nothing 
that she can-do, or neglect to do, can 
disturb the entente cordiale, whose pre- | 
servation is the first hope of the Euglish 
Foreign Office. 

Yet if the outside relations of China 
are everywhere satisfactory, there is 
plenty to be done intemally, as the 
reference merely to one week's Peking 
Gazette, as printed in cur columns yes- 


* 



















































N. 








| sume that h 


terday, will shew. We do not allude to 
the great reforms in the administration 
of the country, which would take even 
an energetic young Emperor years to ac- 
complish. ‘There are more immediately 
pressing matters. ‘There is the Yellow 
River. - ‘The decree reporting the closing 
of the great breach appeared on China 
New Year’s Day, and the officials who 
were degraded for failing to close it have 
been reinstated, while the new Director- 
General, Wu Ta-chéug, who has succeed- 

|, is given a button of the first class, 
which is gratifying, and is confirmed in 
the charge of the river, which is perhaps 
less gratifying. ‘The breach, we are 
told, was finally closed on the 20th of 
January, “all the waters in the river 
flowing away by the old channel.” It 
is true that on the 26th the repentant 
river had not reached Chinan-fu, which 
is some two hundred miles from the 
breach, and we have no confirmation of 
the closure from the missionaries in the 
icinity, but this may be due to the 
well-nigh impossibility of travelling at 
this time of the year. ‘The memorial 
from Liu Ming-chuan which follows is 
a typical instance of the way in which 
officials who deserve punishment are 
treated. It Magistrate of 
Chang-hua whose exactions caused the 
rising in Formosa, these exactions being 
forced on him by the Governor's demand 
for funds for his improvements in the 
north of the island. ‘The Governor, who 
has held an enquiry, reports that there is 
no foundation for the accusations of 
extortion that have been made against 
the Magistrate ; but he has been guilty 
of harshness in his judicial decision 
and severity in the iutliction of punish 
ments, and he did not estimate properly 
the gravity of the insurrection, and he 
is therefore dismissed the public service. 
‘Thus Liu Ming-chuan exculpates him- 
self and gets rid of an wusuecessful 
oficial, whose real crime was carrying 
out Liu’s orders too zealously. Then 
a side-blow 













































comes at Chang Pei- 
lun whose disgraceful cowardice and 
incapacity at’ Fuochow have 





dently not been entirely whitewashed 
by his marriage to the daughter of 
Li Hung-chavg. On false aud exag- 
gerated charges he had procured the 
cashiering of one General Yang Tsai- 
yuan, The Governor-General at Foo- 
chow has now investigated the cast 
and completely exculpates General Yar 
merely finding him to have committed 
two very trifling and purely formal 
lapses from strict etiquette. We pre- 
is father-in-law’s influence 
saves Chang Pei-hin from any punish- 
ment for making the “unfounded alle- 
gation” on which General Yang was 
cashiered. 

The next extract gives us a little 
iusizht into the way in which the Chi- 
Resident administers affairs in 
Tibet ; we know from our own recent 
experience at Sikkim how very slight 
his actual power is. In 1878 the men 
of Chaya plundered a town in Chamdo, 
and it has taken ten years to arrange 
the matter, and yet we sometimes grum- 





















ble if our Ministers are more than a 
year or two getting our grievances 
righted. The hutwkhtu, or Saint, of 
Chamdo kept his people in order, and 
the Resident succeeded in getting the 
Chaya people to give up their plunder ; 
but we cam see how the matter was 
really settled, for the Resident adds that 
he “has bestowed a thousand taels upon 
the tribe attacked,” and we may well 
assume that the ten years were spent 
in haggling over the sum to be paid. 
It is to be hoped that the Saint gets his 
share of this sum, in addition to the 
tablet with a suitable inscription which 
the Emperor has ordered the Hanlin 
Yuan to prepare for him. 

‘The last extract, a report from the 
Governor of Yiinnan, shews the bar- 
barism that still lingers in some of the 
country districts of that province. ‘The 
villagers have a horrible custom of 
burning to death any man caught steal- 
ing corn or fruits in the fields, A man 
named Péng Chao-shéng was going 
down to watch his own field, aud on 
the way he plucked an ear of corn from 
a neighbour's patch of maize, He was 
seized and brought before the village 
assembly, which decided that he must 
be.burnt to death, though his mother 
tried to ransom him by the offer of her 
whole property. The unfortunate man 
was burnt alive, his own mother being 
compelled to set fire to the faggots, so.as 
to prevent her lodging a complaint after- 
wards, which, however, turned out an wi- 
successful precaution. Of the two ring- 
leaders in the outrage, one has died in 
prison and the otherhas beendecapitated, 
‘The incident shews the excessive poverty 
in which the people must live, for it would 
be impossible that such a custom should 
exist except in a country where every 
ear of corn was as valuable as a man’s 
life. These one week's extracts give 
us some idea of what the task is that is 
laid on the shoulders of the young 
Emperor; it would be interesting if it 
were possible to know something of his 

jualifications for the task; but as to 
this point eveu in Peking foreigners 
kuow little or nothing. 











THE PROTECTION OF THE 
TREATY PORTS, 

‘Tux presence in Shanghai of the Admiral 
commanding the British Squadron in 
these waters offers a favourable oppor- 
tunity for drawing attention to the 
defeuceless condition of the foreign com- 
munities in the treaty ports on the 
Yangtse. In the early days of the 
opening of the river to trade the British 
government realised the risk which the 
foreign settlers at the ports were run- 
ning, and there was uearly always a 
gunboat at each port. A lange fleet of 
gunboats had been seut. out during the 
war, they were not worth sending home 

in, and it was realized that: the pas- 
sions excited by the war aud the ‘lai- 
ping Rebellion had not been entirely 
calmed down, aud that there might be 
a rising at any moment. For years 
after that everything was quiet, China 
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had shewn marked signs of a desire to 
be considered as a civilised power, and 
the protection formerly given was with- 
drawn, But the recent riot at Chin- 
Kkiang shews that the danger still re- 
mains, that it is not safe to trust toa 
telegram to Shanghai, where, particularly 
in summer, there may not be a vessel 
available, and that the local officials at 
the ports cannot be relied on to pre- 
serve order, as they in their turn can- 
not rely on their own troops. It is 
unpleasant to be continually harping on 
the indifference shewn by the present 
British Minister; but it is notorious 
that his persistent apathy has helped 
to encourage the feeling of anta- 
gonism to foreigners, which has now 
filtered down from the official yaméns 
to the people, and of belief that the 
British representative at Peking is 
indifferent to British interests on the 
spot however energetic he may be in 
the conduct of the external relations 
between Great Britain and China. We 
are told that the officials in Formosa, 
for instance, smile audibly when any 
threat is made that complaints will be 
referred to Peking. Not long since the 
British Consul in a port on that island 
was coolly told, when he said that if he 
could not get redress he should refer 
the matter to the capital, “Oh! things 
are now all changed, the Legations dare 
not treat the Tsung-li Yamén in the way 
they used to do”; and the statement is 
true, though we may charitably assume 
that it is indifference only and not fear 
which holds the Ministers’ hands, The 
able letter from Chungking which we 
published yesterday morning is a farther 
proof of this, if proof were needed. The 
Kuling has not been allowed to 0 up 
the rapids, because the people and the 
local officials are supposed to be afraid 
of the innovation; but it is obvious 
that the real obstacle is in the T'sungli 
Yamén, for “Peregrinator” tells us— 
and Mr. Little told us the same 
thing months ago—that the people 
along the river are anxiously on the out- 
look for the steamer. “‘Is she never 
coming?’ said one anxious individual 
to me, while the magistrate of Tu Chow 
displayed his interest in the matter by 
sending special messengers to my boat 
for the purpose of obtaining all possible 
information.” We printed a few d: 











the Ministers at Peking sent in, referring 


to the courtesies extended to Chinese 
ambassadors at foreign Courts, and 
making the perfectly reasonable request 
that they should be allowed to con- 
gratulate the young Emperor in person 
on his marriage. A promise that this 
should be allowed on the next occasion 
was as good as given to the diplomatic 
body when they complained of the 
neglect with which they were treated at 
the marriage of the late Emperor Tung 
Chi. Of course, the request was found 
impossible, but the Empress Dowager 
has graciously ordered the Tsung-li 
Yamén to invite the Foreign Ministers 
toa banquet—which it may be noted 
will not be held within the Palace 





grounds—where they will be allowed 
to drink the health of the Imperial 


couple, and will receive sops in the 
shape of pieces of silk, and sceptres 
(jui) sarcastically known as “as you 
wish” sceptres, because they are not 
to be treated as they wish. “The result 
of encouraging China to send ambassa~ 
dors abroad has been that a co-operative 
policy in Peking is no longer possible. 

‘aropean nations might fight at home 
before, and work amicably together in 
China, but the Tsung-li Yamén is kept 
well advised now, aud cau make use of 
the mutual jealousies of foreign powers 
to defeat their individual importunity. 
By raising China's civilisation, we have 
lost much of the moral influence over 
her which we had, of the prestige which 
we once exercised as the superior race, 
and every community at the ports is iu 
the greater danger. Hankow, surrounded 
by a large and turbulent population is 
in the greatest danger, and the foreign 
community there are absolutely with- 
out any protection except the casual 
presence of a river steamer. A riot as 
we know may be got up in an hour, and 
‘on another occasion the rioters ‘may 
easily cut the telezraph wires, and the 
first news we should have of it would 
be the details ; which would probably 
include the destruction of life as well 
as of property. We say advisedly that 
there ought always to be a gunbuat at 
Hankow under all circumstances. ‘There 
should be such an arrangement between 
the various admirals on this station 
as to provide for there being a gun- 
boat stationed constantly at every 
port in China; but we should not 
complain if the duty were left entirely 
to the British squadrov. We have 
eight-tenths of the trade of China; the 
English is the semi-ofticial language of 
the Empire, the English-speaking peoples 
send the vast majority of the settlers, 
the English opened China to the world; 
and we can afford it, and it is naturally 
fit, that the English flag should float 
from a man-of-war at every port. It 
would be a kindness to the Chinese too; 
it is better that they should have the 
chagrin—which only exists in the ap- 
prehensions of foreigners—of seeing a 
British man-of-war ready to keep order 
in their ports, than they should have to 
pay a sum of fifty or sixty or a hundred 
thousand taels every now and then in 
compensation for mob violence. We 
are not alarmists, but it is well known 
that Hankow is not in a condition to be 
left: unprotected as it now is, with only 
the feeble Firebrand at Wuhnu. 

















LORD WOLSELEY ON THE 

BRITISH EMPIRE AND ARMY. 
Lorv Wotsetey delivered an address, 
at Birmingham, on the greatuess of the 
British empire, on the 25th of January. 
It seems to have rather disappointed 
the press at home, but there are a few 
things in it worthy of consideration. 
Very few people realise, he said, how 
the immense empire has been built up 
during the last two centuries and a half, 








or so, by the courage and valour of 
the army and navy. ‘The soldiers and 
sailors look to Englishmen to hand 
it down to future generations, as it has 
been built up, by deeds of arms. But, 
opposing the patriotic feeling among 
our fighting men, is what he called 
radical cosmopolitanism. Those who 
hold this faith say that all the world 
is alike, all men are alike, and we 
have all got equal rights, and they look 
forward to the day when all barriers 
shall be broken down between peoples, 
aud the lion shall lie down with the 
lamb in perpetual peace. This picture, 
Lord Wolseley said, might be realised, 
but he could uot help thinking that it 
would deprive life of some of its finest 
poetry, the poetry of nationality, and 
of the intense aud ardent love of 
country. In this we think he was mis+ 
taken ; if the time comes when man to 
man o’er all the earth will be brothers, 
there is no reason to suppose that this 
general brotherhood will kill the love of 
that particular part of the world in which 
each brother has been born. ‘hat is 
separate and distinct from the love of 
the historical renown of the nation which 
gives us birth, It is quite conceivable, 
it is a hope with many, that in some 
distant future the people of all the world 
will care as little, will be as little moved 
by the warlike deeds of their’ fore- 
fathers, as they are by the recital of the 

nuphs of an Assyrian or Babylonian 
King in_a cuneiform iuscription in the 
British Museum. Mr. John Morley 
places the time when the religion of 
Hunanity shall have endowed the whole 
world with the highest cosmopolitanism, 
thousands of geological eras hence; 
which removes it from within a 
sureable distance of practical politics. 
Other aud more sanguine people think 
that it is coming with the Socialism 
which is knocl at our gates, and it 
is not only possible, but seems probable, 
that a great amelioration of the condi- 
tion of mankind in general will be 
brought about by Socialism quietly 
permeating the minds of all nations and 
moulding their domestic and general 
policy. It will be slowly done and 
with the goodwill of the wealthy and 
well-to-do classes ; indeed it is already 
in progres 

After having his fling at cosmopol- 
itanism Lord Wolesley passed to topics 
within his own professional sphere. As 
he looked round Europe at the present 
time, he said he saw on all sides great 
nations arming to the teeth, arming for 
a coming struggle, which all, except those 
who refuse to see, must see is coming 
fast on Tn fact, he continued, those 
who study the map of Europe at the 
present time aud the condition of things 
in Europe must feel that there is hang- 
ing over us a war cloud greater than has 
ever before hung over Europe. He 















































dilated with earnestness on the im- 
minence of war and asked whether, as 
great private traders, having immense 
commercial and other interests in all 
parts of the world, we had sufliciently 
insured these. The army and navy 
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should be made strong and this would do 
dre than anything else to secure a 
péace, and a lasting peace. The army 
would be strengthened, and the moral 
condition of young men improved, if a 
compulsory system of military service 
were introduced. According to the laws. 
‘ef the yreat.gnilitary nations of the 
Continent all young men of about 
nineteen or twenty years of age are 
taken from their homes, put into com- 
fortable well lit barracks, or billets, 
where they are well fed, well clothed, 
ant where their minds and bodies are 
disciplined, and where they are brought 
up for two years in what Lord Wolseley 
called the very best condition of health. 
‘Phese men, when they leave the barracks 
are far better morally and physically, 
and more likely to make good citizens 
than those who are left to swelter in 
our own great cities, iu the feverish and 
horrible dens where they live strrounded 
by all the temptations of vice. He 
great stress upon this last view, aud i 
anything could recommend compulsory 
military service to large umubers of 
Englishmen it would be this. But there 
dues not appears to us to be any pro- 
spect of the British uation adopting 
compulsory military service, except in 
extremity. We ‘are governed by 
words, that is by party, and as any 
proposal to take the British youth away 
from college or school or the avocatiou 
by which he hoped to win his bread, 
even for such a short time as two years, 
would inevitably wredk the politicians 
who proposed it, we are not likely to see 
it become part of our military’ system 
until the empire is in the direst dan, 
‘The volunteer movement of a quart 
a century ago was evidence th 



































the 
military ‘spirit of the uation was still 
alive, but it did not reach down to those 
classes to which Lord Wolseley alluded, 








who, if not criminal, are in lange 
becoming so from the 
morally and ph 

the smattering of military training whi 
the volunteers get at home is useful, 
and it would be all the better if it 
could be extended to those who grow 
up “in unwholesome homes to be 
weaklings, poor, miserable ereatires with 
narrow chests aud undeveloped muscles.” 
But Lord Wolesley did not tell his 
audience that the compulsory military 
service on the Continent is highly un- 
popular there among pareuts, and the 
youths who receive the benefits from it 
which he describes in glowing terms. 
Aud it seems probable that with the 
increase of the commercial spirit on 
the “Continent the opposition to the 
eum will increase, unless nations 
which have failed to supplant their 
business rivals in neutral markets by 
competition try to do so by force of 
arms, as England made her commerce. 
Lord Wolesley stated that fromm 25,000 
to 40,000 men were educated in the 
army annually. 




































REVIEW.* 
Tus is an eminently Christmas number of 
this too often dry periodical, for it contains 
no less than four articles in verse, and a bud- 











get of historical tales. The Rev. W. Jennings’ 
Metrical Translations from the Shi King 





open the number, the odes themselves be- 
longing to the latter half of the twelfth 
century before Christ, that is, being more 
than three thousand years old ; and yet the 
very third line of the first ode mentions 
the land of Chow as being old” when 













they were written. Mr. Jennings’ verses 
are always readable, if sometimes a little 





We may instance :-— 
os the sight when surrounding 
On their batous bore libations 5 
And bravely they bore them—those eminent 
men — 
Right worthy they of their stations. 
But Ode X, the tinal ude of the ‘Decade,’ 
is really spirited. It bey 
Renowned is 
se a hls 
is purpose was pea 
He baht it wound 
hen hurrah for King Wan 
Mr. Playfair follows with a very lever 
tion of a pasquinade now current in 
expenditure which 
t improvements in 
the north of the island have demanded, 
has been met by an increase in the 
land tax, the exiction of fees for. the 
red for the new assessment, 
of the salt-tax, and a consi- 
derable inerease in the likin’ dues. ‘These 
exactions, inereased hy che rapacity of Liu’s 
subordinates whe were beyond his control 
wil his presence to the 
north, led toa virtual insurrection, i 
the satirical poem which Mr. Play 
translated gives a full account, Lit hinself 
and the obnoxious ministers of his rule 
g handled in the most outspoken man 
Of the former it is said -— 
ters of the people fill the (ov. 
Electric lights, a dai 
face gleam 
Ues in profusion sere to beautify 
the place 
And the public pays the piper, as in every 
other ewe. 





























































ty sight, thro 





ut 





He gulls the Throne with lying tales of 

popular e 

Of taxes paid right gladly by unanimous 
eousealt, 





To crush ‘the valiant spirit that “opposes 
them, th 
To think the 


Alas fo 









slic in wait among the 





the poor farmers! Where their 
ir fichls extend 


with contlag 






1, blazing fire from 








It is a very well-written. poem, and 
we be sure that it has not lost 
in Mr. Playfaie’s translation, which iv 





us more Chit 
and 
tonous 


Th 


sight inte 






dramatist, Hu Man-seu, “The 
the Soul.” The * yew 
have been tou mute Stanton, aud his 
translation would doubtless have been bet- 
ter if he had been contented with blank 
verse. We should then have been spared 
such a speech as the followi 
Mrs, M—Pshaw why, 
hear the voice of Ho 
‘To steal your offering here a while ago, 












where could you 











A man Gane, and what de you think be 
said? 

Why only that your husband isn’t yet 
dead! 


He wished to take the tablet off to Lum, 








Chine Revicir> November and De- 
S88. Hongkong: Chine Mail Otice. 
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For that I drove him out. I can discem 
‘That what he really wanted was to make 
‘A conquest of you; he'll learn his mistake + 
Til thrash and cause him to his scheme 

forsake. 

Set to music, and with the words re- 
touched, it would make a pleasant little 
operetta, and be a good specimen of the 
native lyrical drama, 

‘The same writer contributes the fourth 
metrical piece, a translation of a ballad of 
the Tang dynasty, *Muk Lan's Parting. 
It tells fof a heroine who takes her father's 
place, as there is no son, in the field and 
fights for twelve years ‘without her sex 
being discovered; and when she returns 
home from the wars, and her comrades 
wonder how she never betrayed her sox, 
her reply is somewhat enigmatic :— 

She says, ¢ With hares the buck may slide 

‘The doe deceit aud cunning show; 

How, when a pair ran side by side, 

Can you distinguish buck from doe 2? 

Of the prose articles two are from the 
n of that most industrious of students of 
China, De, Macgowau, the former being an 
account of the Hoating gardens, which are 
still seen in these and other parts of China, 
and were even. more common. in old times 
when much of the present dry land was 
still lakes, ‘The latter is entitled ** Alleged 

ing habits of the Cobra in India and 

’t folk love.” ‘The belief that prevails 

in India that the cobra never forgets a 

injury, but gives itself no test until ih 

wreaked its vengeance on its assailant, is 
euually strongly held in China, in fac, to 
seutel the shake and not kill it is to court 
death from it sooner or later, and to kill it 
is to evoke its supernatural power, for 
before long ‘the spivit of the animal takes 
violeut possession of its slayer, whom. it 
impels to suicide.” Dr. Macgowan recounts 
a number of stories illustrative of the vine 
dictiveness of snakes, and one to shew that 
they are not insensible to gratitude; and 
adds that “ whut’ is now wanted from ob- 
servers it China are not vagaries and phan- 
tasias, but collection of fuets which" tend 
tw show folklore has in this matter a sub- 
stantial basis, thus rendering that science « 
contribution to zovlugieal physiology.” 

Mr. R. W. Hurst's Budyet of Histor 
Tales contaius a number of stories from 
a collection compiled by one Teng Yu- 
lung abvut the beginning of this century 

ey ure clussitied by the author as illustri 
if sayucity, foresight, discrimination, and 
















































































ti 
ready wit ; but tho stories given in’ this 








number are only from the 
and several of them ave clever 
is an ex 
4.—Has Heaxe 
Don't sit square pus in round holes. 
When Han Huang was Governor of thethree 
States of Wu he always assigned to his subor- 
dinates work for which they had a special apti- 
tude, so that there were no square pegs inround 
ch was tit for his post. It happened 
that the son of an old friend came to apply 
for a billet, int he did not seem to be good for 
in particular. However the G 


i two classes, 
; the following 
























y erect a 
any of his neighbours, so. Th 


with 
Huang thought 
he would make a goo doorkeeper at the 


a word 


Depot of Military Stores. ‘This man every day 
used to enter the Store at dawn and sit there 
bolt upright till evening, so that the clerks 
and messengers did not dare to yo in and out 
except on business. 

The last prose article is a summary by 
Dr. Chalmers of Mr. Bourne's report of a 
journey in South-western China, published 
last year as a blue-book. We du not pro- 
pose to summarise the summary ; but Mr. 
Bourne's conclusion as to the amount of 
direct trade with China that, Tongking is 
likely to secure, is worth quoting :— 

“When the Red River is safe there will be 
the export from Yiinnan to Tongking of tin 
from theKuo-chiu mines, and perhaps, of medi- 

















cines and P'u-érh tea in'small quantities, and 
acertain passenger traffic—ofticials on their 
way to Peking, for instance, From Tongking 
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to Yiinnan there will be return burdens of 
foreign imports from Hongkong. If the 
French banish beadledom, and leave people 
to go and come and get rich their own way, 
this trade will no doubt increase as the 
vince fills up, and the Prefectures lying alon; 
the Tongking border will some day be supplic 
‘with forsign goods by way of the Red River. 
‘Those Prefectures are, however, the poorest 
part of the province ; and, now ‘that a trade 
Youte isto be opened from Upper Burma, into 
Western Yiinnan, I believe that there is no 
reason to fear that British interests will be 
gerioualy prejudiced by the opening of the 
Red River route, as arranged by the recent 
‘Treaty, even supposing a ‘Tariff adverse to 
Hongkong.” 


‘There are 





veral notes by Dr. Edkins, 
more interesting to the sinologue than to 
the general reader, while Mr. J. C. Hall 
corrects Dr. Macgowan’s misapprehension 
of M. Lafitte’s attitude with reference to 
Oriental widowhood. ‘The usual miscella- 
nea complete a much brighter number 
than usual, 


FRENCH MAIL-PAPERS. 


‘Tan Saturday, in its first article on 
«Germany Abroad and at Home” and the 
Spectator in “The European Position in 
Africa,” deal with recent events in that part 
‘of the world. ‘The former paper points 
out that the recent overthrow of the King 
of Uganda, and the making of his territory 
into a happy hunting ground of the so- 
called Arab slavers can hardly be without 
effect on the policy of the Germans on the 
Zanzibar coast, Tt continues :— 


It will he really interesting to see which of 
the usual three courses Prince Bismarck will 
take in the matter, ‘The courses themselves 
are clear enough. The Germans may turn 
their hitherto ineffective Company into an 
effective one of the old Indian type, with a 
Sepoy force, a steady control and backing on 
the post of the Empire, and a. definite plan of 
exploration and gradual occupation up to the 
Equator, the Congo, the Niger, or whitherso- 
ever wild adventure may lead them. They 
Would thus enter on a dangerous and costly 
task, but on one which might lead them to a 

it colonial empire, especially now. that 
ingland is inching from her work. Or, on 
the prineple of “cutting losses,” they might 
restrict the operations of the Company, cal 
the aid of the British Indian traders to facili- 
tate their dealings with the natives ; respect, 
after a fashion at any rate, the authority of 
the Sultan, and, thus drawing in their horns 
and making their first rebuff their last, main- 
tain a kind of coast authority not glorious or 
far-reaching, but solid as far as it goes, and 
not unprofitable. Lastly, they may adopt the 
usual and, as usual, most unsafe course of 
doing nether of theve things, but trying an 
expeditfon or two on a small scale, and wi 
no very definite object, to punish the natives, 
to vindicate the honour of Germany, and so 
forth, It is needless to say which of the three 
is the most consistent with our present ways 
in England. 

The Spectator takes a gloomy view of the 
position, ‘The Arabs, orslave dealers, mean 
to try force everywhere before they give 
way, and though they hesitate to attack Eng- 
land, who rules in India, and whose strength 
they’ therefore comprehend more perfecth 
than that of any European power, they wil 
attack us in the end. Our missionaries 
will be driven away, our traders stripped 
of everything they have, our settlements 
attacked one by one, wherever they are 
not protected by shells from armed steamers. 
The Spectator sees no remedy for this me- 
lancholy outlook. We cannot send expe- 
ditions into the country—one of them, to 
‘Wadai, which is held by seventy thousand 
fanatics, would have to go two thousand 
miles from the sea. Besides, there are no 
roads by which expeditions ‘could travel. 
‘We have one great advantage in the pos- 
session of steamers, with which we could 
operate on lakes and rivers; and we should 
go on doing our duty, strengthening centres 
like Mombassa, organising an armed native 
force, cultivating every friendly tribe, 




















ro- | internal slave trac 





making rough roads wherever we can and 
absolutely prohibiting all recognition either 
of slavery or the slave trade. It repudiates 
Prinee Bismarck’s notion of tolerating the 
and recognising slave! 
by. law. Probably we should’ find it 
politic to lend the East African Company a 
small army of sepoys :-— 





We shall find allies by degrees, we doubt 
not, if it is only through the operation of the 
desire of gain and that spread of Christian 
ideas which so nearly triumphed in Uganda, 
and we shall gradually obtain experience ; but 
the area to be pacified is frightfully large, 
a Europe covered with matted forest, and 
dotted with swamps as large as provinces ; 
and to enforce order within it is an enormous 
task. It is all the bigger if, as we begin to 
fear, we are, in performing it, to be resisted 
with the whole strength of a Mussulman re- 
vival which may not spend its force for a 












es teaches that the only excuse for obeying 
Christians is the existence on their side of 

force majeure sufficient to shew that the 
Creator for the hour wills them to be obeyed. 
Millions of Mussulmans live in peace under 
the British Government; but then, they are 
able to plead that it is a government, and not 
only just but irresistible. 

The Saturday sees in the elections for 
the County Council of London that the 
voters were not stirred out of their in- 
difference at the last moment. They voted 
late and seldom. Most Londoners had a 
languid belief that a new kind of vestry 
was about to be tried. ‘Putting aside 
‘a few names of Parliamentary rank, the 
great majority of Councillors are gentle- 
men who would do for a respectable vestry.” 
‘The Spectator says the elections were not 
fought on party lines. The Pall Mall 
thinks the result of the ele: 
decisive blow the Conservat 
ceived since 1885, while the St. James's 
says that on both sides it was agreed that 
the first elections for the County Council 
should not be fought on party lines, which 
understanding was honourably carried out 
by one side. The truth seems to be that 
the mass of the people were apathetic, and 
the Conservatives did nothing to arouse 
their party while their opponents did much. 

‘The Spectator, and indeed all papers that 
have come our waj our the increase to 
the British navy which it was understood 
was to be proposed, and for which we have 
since learned a credit of twelve millior 
sterling has been asked for. So far as we 
may anticipate the future from a speech of 
Mr. John Morley’s at Shettield, the Glad- 
stonians will not oppose the increase to the 
fleet. The Spectator considers that Mr. 
Goschen, at the Exchequer, is the best 
security the country can have that the 
money spent in improving our naval re- 
sources and defences will not be lavishly 
spent or ostentatiously spent, and will be 
so spent as to secure efficiency in the re- 
forms determined upon. The Spectator 
thinks Lord Salisbury brought the unplea- 
sant dispute about Lord Sackville to the 
best conclusion possible, by turning it 
into a discussion on a question of inter- 
national usage. Writing of coins and 
of the remedies which Mr. Goschen is 
understood to be about to propose for 
the evils in the gold circulation at 
home, the Spectator says that there is a 
class of both men and women who will 
never voluntarily take a half-sovereign, who 
denounce it as the most expensive of coins, 
and who believe that two half-sovereigns 
are spent twice as rapidly as the soverei 
when whole. But the majority of people 
like the piece. It asks if there is a sub- 
stitute for it, and rejects silver coins as 
too bulky, ‘and, in the larger coins, too 
liable to be forged, and it falls back on ten 
shilling notes as fulfilling all that the half- 
sovereign now does for the public, and these 
it says could be based on silver as well as oa 
gold. What the profit would be on the sub- 
stitution of ten shilling notes for half-sover- 
eigns may be estimated or guessed from the 
































meration, and which everywhere and at all ; 


fact that twenty-shilling pieces, with twelve 
percent. of alloy in them, are worth, taking 
silver at 42d. au ounce, 12s. 6d. 

It was intimated in London before last 
mail left that a London New York Herald 
would soon he issued daily, every morning, 
Sundays not excepted. ‘The Pall Mall has 
an account of an interview on the subject 
with Mr. Gordon Bennett's Secretary, who 
informed the reporter that the paper would 
be issued in a few days, having been several 
months in preparation, It is to bea financial 
authority ; to record operations in bonds, 
stocks, ete., known as Americana,” which 
are to be ‘accompanied by accurate, im- 
partial and more or less picturesque descrip- 
tions and comments from expert financial 
reporters, in the style we suppose in which 
the exciting moments in ‘corners” are 
described in American papers. It is also - 
to be sporting, and social, and will eschew 
perfunctory or baldly stated accounts of 
events. This number contains an account 
of how Gordon died, from the _state- 
ment of a Greek who has arrived at Sual 
from Khartoum. ‘The place was taken ; 
five hundred dervishes who had been sent, 
to the palace to take Gordon alive were at 
the foot of the staircase vociferating for 
him; he refused to fly, went into his room 
and’ put on his uniform and sword and 
coming out stood at the head of the stair- 
ease. Some of the Mahdi's generals were“ 
allowed to pass through the crowd (of 
dervishes and go upstairs. ‘They asked for 
the Pasha. “Lan Gordon Pasha,” he re- 
plied, and then:— 

“He then handed them his sword in mili- 
tary fashion, intimating that he knew they 
had taken the place, and that. consequently 
he surrendered, according to the usages of 
war, But Nasr suatehed holt of his sword, 
at the same time in a brutal and most coward! 
manner he struck Gordon an wnexpect 
blow. ‘The Pasha would of course have fought 
desperately to the last had he not thought he 
would have been treated in an honourable 
manner, He fell and rolled down the stairs, 
and as he rolled another general speared him 
in the left side—it was a grievous wonnd, 
‘Thus died Gordon. I was there a spectator 
tothe ghastly deed. I got out of the way as 
he rolled down to the bottom of the steps. 














@utports. 





NEWCHWANG, 


paises 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


‘The only matter one can write about is 
the great distress in the country, and the 
way we are relieving the poor people with 
the. very limited means at our command, 
You will get the official reports of the 
“Famine Committee” no doubt, and will 
gather therefrom what has been done. The 
Winter so far has been a comparatively 
mild one, and as, according to Chinese 
almanaes, Spring ‘commenced about 2nd 
instant, it is not expected that we shall 
have more severe frost than we have had 
already. Through Chinese sources we learn 
‘a great riot or insurrection has occurred at 
Chinkiang ; foreigners attacked ; houses in 
flames, etc., ete. We are all anxious to 
know ‘particulars if the report be true. 
‘Whenever any great event has taken place 
at some other port, natives have generally 
been acquainted with it long before for- 
eigners, and we therefore think there 
something init, Tt seems absurd that with 
a telegraphic line established, our Consuls 
and Customs, to say nothing of merchants, 
should be left utterly in the dark, regard- 
ing perhaps a serious riot at a port, where 
the chances are there may be relatives or 
friends. In the early days there may have 
‘een some excuse, but now that a message 
cqn be sent off by wire very economically, 
there ig not any reason why Consuls should 
not beat once communicated with. When 
the Tientsin massacre took place, natives 
here knew all about it for several days 
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before the news arrived by steamer. It is 
feared therefore something has happened 
at Chinkiang. 


9th Feb. 


‘A children's fancy dress ball took place 
at the assembly rooms yesterday and one 
could not imagine that it would be so sue- 
cessful. The dresses were in great taste— 
Albanians, Gipsies, Princes, Butterflies, 
Fairies, Bride and Bridegroom, country- 
maids, ‘pages, ete., all danced together in 
good style. It was a great treat for the 
children, who seem to have profited greatly 
by the able tuition they have had during 
the last two years. ‘The China New Year 
holidays arc well over, but there is not 
much sign yet of the opening of business— 
natives waiting no doubt for news of ehar- 
ters made in the south. Meanwhile produce 
is very dear, and it is said that the Govern- 
ment will prohibit the export of millet, 
rice and other edibles, in view of the press- 
ing wants of the province. Imports are in 
good stock, and it is not anticipated that 
there will be such a rush of steamers as is 
usual in the early spring, ‘The weather is 
decidedly milder, thermometer at night 
being 15° to 20° ; prognosticators say there 
willbe steamers in port by the middle of 
the month, St, Patrick’s day is generally 
picked out for the break-up of the river— 
and one must allow a week for the ice to 
float up and down before it is quite safe to 
land and discharge, although considerable 
risks are generally taken, ‘The last courier 
will be leaving on 8th March and will pro- 
bably catch the early steamers at Tientsin 
Dut inward mails we shall have to wait for 
till the first steamers arrive here—which 
may not be till quite the end of March. 
Snow is wanted very badly. ‘The winter 
has seldom been so free from snow and 
fortunately it has been a comparatively 
mild one, the Thr, (Fahrt.) only going 
once or twice to 10 degrees below zaro, 


23rd February. 








We have just received a very sweet 
Valentine from Shanghai, in the shape of a 
telegram to the effect that the famine fund 
have voted Tis. 10,000 for the relief of 
our poor starving province. This princely 
generosity will go far towards saving life, 
seeing that it will feed some 30,000 people 
fora month, Our missionaries happily are 
able and willing to distribute the supplies 
where they are most needed, and we know 
alread; of hundreds of families who from 
utter despair have been placed in compara- 
tive safety by the judicious handling of the 
small funds at command, What happiness 
will be the result of such an unexpected 
bounty as Tis. 10,000, it is not difficult to 
imagine, and the sincere gratitude of our 
small community is due to the famine com- 
mittee for so liberally responding to the 
needs of the poor natives. 

The weather is quite mild to-day, min. 
17°, max. 41°, but the wind and dust are 
most unpleasant. It is better to have the 
usually cold temperature and clear at- 
mosphere than to be fed by our potted 
ancestors. Business is still quiet, but the 
holidays are nearly over, and carts are 
beginning to come in with produce. 


ith Feb. 








Last evening we had a delightful enter- 
tainment at the Assembly Rooms. The 
first part consisted of a Concert 
citation and Readings, and although some 
of our amateurs were a little husky, the 
songs were, as usual, much appreciated, 
judging from the encores which were asked 
for. The second part of the programme 
was made up of the piece called “A Happy 
Pair,” the performers being Mr. Belgium 
as Mr, Honeyton, and Miss Frazer as Mrs, 
Eoney To say that it was successful 
‘would not convey the thoroughly earnest 
manner in which this “Happy Pair” shewed 
what could be done by an intelligent render- 
ing of such a clever everyday phase of life. 








a Re- | 





Ie-was perfect. Mr. Belgium has been often | 


on the boards and almost surpassed himself. 
Miss Frazer, is almost a débutante, and 
cannot be surpassed, that is clear ; for one 
could not expect anything better than the 
charming presence and gracefully realistic 


representation of the loving, yet proud! 
young wife. Theaudience never anticipated | 





Such a treat, and when appealed to at. the 


end of the scene responded as if bound up | 
with the actors—the surest sign that both 


jides were in perfect accord. 
16th Feb. 





PEKING. 


(FROM OUR OWS CORRESPONDENT.) 

‘The fire in the palace on the 17th January 
hasbeen the great topic of conversation here 
both among foreigners and Chinese. The 
best means of extinguishing such fires is also 
discussed. ‘The gate destroyed was the 
fourth in order from the South entrance or 
‘Ta-cthing gate, the other two being the Wu 
and Twan gates. The two side gates of 
the T'ai-ho palace were also burnt. down 
along with the three adjoining storehouses 
of cotton thread, teaand carpets. Most of 
the latter were saved, but the whole of the 
two former were destroyed. The fire broke 
out in a room where some servants were 
asleep and who had lighted a wood fire, 
from whence it broke through to the thread 
storehouse. All hope of saving the build- 
ings after this very combustible matter 
took fire must have been very slight, In 
the next day's Gazette appeared the names 
of the officials who took part in the effurts 
to extinguish the fire, or who were present 
on the ground, the first name mentioned 
being His Imperial Highness Prince Kung. 
The Emperor has caused a sum of Tis. 
10,000 to be distributed among the various 
firo brigades and two taols each to the 
bannermen who lent assistance. ‘The build- 
ings date from the time of Yung-loh, some 
500 years ago, and the worknenehip was 
considered very fine. 

‘The January meeting of the Oriental 
Society was lield in the Theatre of the 
British Legation on the evening of the 25th, 
when the Rey. ‘T. Richard read an able 
aud interesting paper on the Influence of 
Buddhism in China in its opportunity, its 
nature, mental, moral and spiritual, and its 
value, and a good digest of this paper has 
been furnished by the author to the pages 
of the Chinese Times. In the discussion 
which followed, the President, H.E. Mr. 
Shioda, the Japanese Minister, took part, and 
HLE. the Belgian Minister spoke of what 
he saw of Buddhism in Siam, Dr. Edkins 
spoke of the influence of Buddhism in Chi- 
nese philosophy, literature, plitiesand art. 
As illustrating the influence upon Chinese 
philosophy, he said the Sung dynasty writers 
were less materialistic than those of the 
Han, because Buddhism had influenced 
them in no small degree. As for literature 
he said it gave the poets of the Tang dynasty 
aknowledge of mountains, waterialla and 
woods which they would not have acquired 
without the monasteries which were then 
erected on all spots notable for natural 
beauty. Buddhisin also influenced the arts 
of painting and sculpture, as by historical 
representations done by priests who could 
paint, or by painters who made religious 
picture books or drew pictures to ornament 
the walls of monasteries. Buddhism also 
had a political effect in leading to the prac- 
tice of religious toleration. It came to be 
understood after many attempts to destroy 
and limit Buddhism by persecutions that it, 
was a better policy to allow the followers of 
different religious opinions to live togetherin 
peace. Dr. Martin spoke on thefutility of the 
system to meet the wants of a progressive 
humanity,'and the lamb-likecharacter which 
it had produced in the Mongols who some 
500 years ago overran Asia and penetrated 
to the centre of Europe; and Dr. Dudgeon 
criticised two statements of the lecturer as 
illustrating the waning influence of Budd- 














ism, viz., the absence of Buddhist books 
iu the shops of all the large cities of North 
China and the statement that 90 per cent. 
Of the people were Confucianists, and the 
remaining 10 per cent. were divided amot 
the Buddhists and Taoists, He showe 
that the common people were deeply rooted 
in Buddhism and its superstitions, that even 
the Confucianists were Buddhists and Tao- 
ists both in life and death, that the Bud- 
dhist and Taoist ceremonies connected with 
interment and the laying out of graves were 
strictly observed by all classes, that the 
‘women and particularly the children, even 
among the literary classes, were strongly 
imbued with Buddhistic sentiments and 
practices ; that what was occult, dark, secret 
and mysterious would always tind votaries 
among them, and although all around us 
indicated decay, this decay and desolation 
was not alone peculiar to Buddhist templos 
andinotherand happier circumstances of the 
Government and country, Buddhism might 
still receive a strong impetus in a progres. 
sive direction. A study of its history in 
China showed that like the waves of the 
it had its times of rise and fall, As is 
known, the complete cure of the 
Seventh Prince would doubtless result, in 
the fulfilment of a yow, in the repair of all 
Imperial Buddhistic and Lama Temples, 
‘The Theosophic Society in Colombo ad- 
dressed the Emperor's father last year 
soliciting his patronage and assistance in 
the diffusion of Buddlrism throughout the 
Empire. And we have lately read of a 
movement in Japan by which the Buddhis- 
tic doctrines would be propagated in the 
West. As for the argument drawn from 
the absence of books on Buddhism for sale 
in the shops, the speaker showed that 
that was no argument, for the Buddhist. 
classics are large, cumbersome, expensive, 
as for instance the Lama Gangur danjur, 
and the Buddhist classics were o be found 
and could be consulted in all the large 
temples of Peking. ‘That they were not on 
sale and in demand was owing to the State 
education and admission to and promotion 
in office being solely connected with the 
study of the classical books of China, The 
lecturer failed to fuard his statements 
against criticism of this sort, 

We are all rejoiced to hear of the success- 
ful filling up of the great breach in the 
Yellow river. The news has reached us 
by telegram and although it has not yet 
been noticed in the Peking Gazette, it is 
nevertheless quite true. ‘The Throne sel- 
dom takes notice of information coming by 
telegraph, but awaits the arrival of the 
memorial. ‘The news of the closure of the 
gap, thus securing the country against fur- 
ther inundation, arrived here while the 
T’ai-ho gate was smouldering in ashes, 
and this good news must have been some 
solace for the great destruction by fire, 

While we rejoice at the success of ono 
great engineering feat, wo are depressed 
with the news occurring at tho same time of 
the necessity laid upon the Government to 
stop in the meantime the construction of 
the proposed Tientsin-Tungchow railway. 
Numerous strong Memorials have been 
addressed to the Throne against the enter- 
prise and the Government have had to bow 
before the pressure brought to bear upon 
them. This resolution must prove very 
awkward for the Viceroy of Chibli who has 
entered into various arrangements for its 
construction. He is not likely however, 
tacitly to accept this new departure without 
strongly remonstrating. The Marquis Tséng 
may naturally, too, be expected to come 
forward at this critical juncture with his 
weighty arguments in favour of railway 
construction. In fact, we have reason to 
believe that a strong Memorial has been 
prepared, rebutting the arguments and 
misstatements and misunderstandings of 
the objectors, and there is every reason to 
believe that this important project will be 
realised after no very great delay, 

‘The elosing examinations of the Methodist 























schools have taken place and in the evening 
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of the 29th the large chapel was completely 
filled with a Chinese and foreign audience 
to hear the boys go through some of their 
exercises in niusic, recitation and speech- 
making. ‘There was a very large turn-out 
of the missionary community and others, 
among when we observed Sir Robert Hart, 
who is known to take an especial interest 
in the education of the boys who form the 
embryo of the future Methodist college of 
Peking. 

On the 27th was observed the birthday — 
the first since his Majesty's accession to 
the Throne—of the German Emperor. H.E. 
the German Minister gave a dinner to his 
nationals and afterwards a public reception 
which was numerously attended and dane- 
ing was kept up till a late hour. The fla 
of the Legation were half-mast on the Sth, 
intelligence of the death of the Crown Prince 
of Austria having been received. The 
Emperor coceoded tothe Temple of Heaven 
on the 3rd and returned ov the 4th 
February, 

7th Feb. 


THE YELLOW RIVER BREACH. 

The Chinese Times of the 23rd February 
says in reference to this—and what it says 
will tend to confirm the statements that it 
has been closed, and that it is not closed :— 
‘The Yellow River breach at Chéng Chou, 
according to letters just received from Kai 
feng Fu, causes auxiety. The leakage 
through the new bank is great and increases, 
although all possible endeavours are made 
by fascine work, sand bags, ete., also free 
use of concrete blocks, to thicken the wall 
and prevent filtration of water through, In 
a month the snows will begin to melt, and 
in May the river will be in flood, so that 
the utmost endeavours must be made 
quickly to prepare for the coming shock, 
which is awaited with general fear, 
mination of the river bauk made over 
defined districts shows that on both sides 
the river walls are in bad ordez, but worst 
on thenorthside, thuscontirming the reports 
of two foreign engineers whose opinions 
were to the same effect, Everywhere 
the river bed has risen up, the banks have 
been heightened continually, but the bases 
of the banks have not been widened or 
\gthened correspondingly; therefore the 
superstructures throughout are weak and 
precarious. The sea outlet grows worse 
each year, and if ever reclamation is made 
will be, perhaps, the chief element of ex- 
pense, as the river mouth is choked by bars 
and sand banks so that the water cannot 
get out, 


NOTES FROM THE NORTH. 

The Yamén has issued orders that the 
claims for indemnity arising out of the re- 
cent disgraceful mutiny and riot at Chin- 
Kiang are to be settled by the Nanking 
officials without delay. No reference is to 
be made to Peking, Full reparations are 
to be mode, and orders are given that 
settlement is to be both full and prompt. 
—The shower of honours which the 
Empress Regent has been bestowing on 
various statesmen aud officials resembles 
somewhat the distribution of stars and 
crossea which usually marks the retirement 
of a government in England. ‘The selection 
of the two men who are identified with 
the progressive policy, the Seventh Prince 
and the Viceroy Li, for special honour 
shows that Her Majesty means to stand to 
her guns; and if she has temporarily to 
lower her colours and let the “young mien” 
have their way for a time, b ~ personality 
is too powerful a factor in the State to 
remain long hidden.—Chinese Times. 
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BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER CLOSED. 
3lst January, Ist and 2nd February.— 
(1) A Decsee of the Emperor records the 


Exa- | 


| closing of the great breach in the embank- 
| ment of the Yellow River near Chéng Chow | 
in Honan. The officers previously en- 
trusted with the task having failed in their 
' efforts to accomplish it, they were super- 
ceded last summer, and Wu Ta-ch'éng 
was appointed Acting Director-General. | 
On the 1th of January operations were | 
sufficiently advanced to allow the opening | 
of the canal, which should conduct the 
‘water away from the gap. On the 17th 
the embankment heads were united by 
cables stretched across ; and on the 20th, | 
after two days and nights of unremitting 
exertions, the narrow opening was com- | 
pletely closed, all the waters in the river 
lowing away by the old channel. Thi 
Emperor feels that this speedy success is, 
ue to the unscen aid of Heaven and the 
Gods. Asa sign of his deep gratitude, he 
sends ton sticks of Tibetan incense, which 
{he desires Wu Ta-ch'tng to offer, with 
prayers and thanks on his behalf, at the 
| temples of the River Gods in the vicinity of 
| the works. 

In recognition of the promptness and 
sagacity displayed by Wu Ta-ch‘éng in the 
| performance of the duty entrusted to him, 
| that officer is given a button of the first 
j class, and is confirmed in the appointment 
| of Director-General of the Yellow River. 
j The Provincial Governor, Ni Wén-wei, 
| receives back the rank and the button of 
I which he had previously been deprived, 

and the Board will select some substantial 
| reward for bestowal upon him. Four high 
| officers, Li Hung-tsan, Ch'eng-fu, Li Ho- 
nien, aud P‘an Chiin-wen were punished 
| fee their failure to close the breach before 
lsc suamer. As the portion of the em- 
| bankment constructed by them has stood 
| firm, and the whole work has now been 
completed, His Majesty is pleased to extend 
his grace to them and remit their penalties. 
Li Hung-teao receives back the rank and 

ed. 











the button of which he was dep 
| Céheng-fa is released and takes the position 
\of Expectant Provincial Judge. Li Ho- 
nien 1 also released, and his title and 
Gecoration are restored to him. P‘an Chin- 
wen is raised again to his former rank ; a 
substantial reward will be given to him, 
and he is for the time retamed at Chéng 
Chou to attend to the embankments. The 
remainder of the Decree, which covers se- 
veral pages, consists in the enumeration of 
the promotions or marks of distinction 
| bestowed on the lesser officers employed at 
tho works. 








| caaxc-Ha MAGISTRATE CASHTERED. 
(2.}—Ina recent Memorial recounting the 
| suppression of the little rebellion at Chang- 
hua in Formosa, the Governor of the island 
stated that the ‘conduct of the Magistrate 
of Chang-hua would be made the subject of 
an investigation. ‘That officer had much 
distinguished himself by the bold resistance 
which he offered to the rebels; but it was 
doubtful whether this should be allowed to 
weigh against his shortcomings or not. The 
Governor now reports that an enquiry has 
been held under his orders. It is found 
that there are no proofs of the charge made 
against the Magistrate of having allowed 
general extortion to be practised by his 
clerks and subordinates, who were engaged 
in measuring the land in the district and 
assessing it for the purpose of taxation, 
But in the first place the Magistrate made 
himself unpopular by the arbitrary nature of 
his decisions in his court of justice, and by the 
severity of the punishments with which he 
attempted to curb the fierce temper of the 
inhabitants, Later, when the rebellion was 
brewing, he entirely disregarded the symp- 
toms. Not even when the place was covered 
with anonymous placards did he report any- 
thing to the Governor, And when the 
country was actually in revolt he did not 
give # full and explicit account of what 
was occurring. Lastly, in his dealing with 
the Shih Clan, to which the leader of the 
rebellion belonged, he showed great laxity 








| in the overt rebellion. 








and negligence. It is, therefore, recom- 


mended that he be dismissed from the 
public service. Two members of the Shih 
Clan, both holding official rank, are con- 
sidered by the Governor really to have 
instigated Shih Chin-tuan, the actual leader 
After its suppres- 

sion they were required to produce ‘him, 
and promised to do so. But before giving 
information of the place where he was, 
they sent private intelligence to him of 
what they were doing, so that when the 
trocps arrived at the’ spot, nothing was 
found but an empty house, with neither 
man ner property inside. ‘The Governor 
therefore recomniends that these two men 
be stripped of their rank and placed on 
their trial.—Approved, 
EXCULPATION OF GENERAL YANG TSAT-YCAN, 

(3.)—When Chang P*ei-lun was in chargo 
of the defence of the Fukien coast in 1884, 
he reported that Yang Tsai-yuan, Acting 
Brigadier-General at Taiwan Fu, was 
guilty of concealing the fact of his being in 
mourning for his father and mother, and 
was moreover a disgraced man, who had 
been dismissed from the public service after 
his conviction on aeriminal charge. Yan 
Tsai-yuan was therefore cashiered an 
ordered to return to his home. The 
Governor-General at Foochow now reports 
what he finds to be the actual state of the 
case. Long ago, at the time of the foreign 
trouble at ‘Tientsin, Yang Tsai-yuan was in 
command at Taiwan Fu, In éonsequence - 
of the urgent state of affairs he took some 
money destined for the pay of the troops 
and devoted it to raising an additional force 
and purchasing munitions of war, On 
account of this he was tried for embezzle- 
ment. He was entirely acquitted of the 
charge, but was ordered to refund the 
money spent, which he did without delay. 
His Majesty, however, further directed 
that he should be dismissed from the 
service. He afterwards joined the army in 
Kansu, where he greatly distinguished him- 
self; and on the application of Governor 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, he was restored to his 
original rank once more. He was there- 
fore in no sense of the words a disgraced 
criminal. In 1883 his father and mother 
died, and as has been proved by a reference 
made to the Vieeroy Tseng Kuo-chuin, he 
reported both deceases when they occurred, 
In 1884 he went over to Formosa at the 
head of some troops intended for the defence 
of the island. ‘The General commanding at 
Taiwan Fuwascalled away on special service, 
and the Viceroy at Foochow, in view of the 
urgent state of affairs, obtained permission 
from the Throne to put Yang Tsai-yuan 
temporarily into the post instoad of filling 
it according to the regular routine. ‘The 
Memorialist also finds to be unfounded a 
forther allegation made by Chang P'ei-lun, 
namely that the General's conduct caused 
general disgust among tho people of the 
island. For enquiries have been made, and no 
trace of any such feeling can be found. The 
‘Memorialist therefore requests that Yang 
Teai-yuan may be restored to his rank, 
His only fault seems to be that when 
coming to Foochow he did not give an 
official account of himself, so that tho 
Viceroy did not report to the Throne that 
he was in mourning, and secondly that ho 
did not earnestly beg to decline the ap- 
pointment offered to him. For these faults 
the Memorialist proposes that the Board 
concerned should inflict some fitting penalty, 
—Referred to the Board of War. 

DISPUTE BETWEEN TIBETAN TRIDES. 

February 3rd and 4th.—An_ Imperial 
Decree notices the termination of a quarrel 
which has been going on for the last ten 
ears between the tribes of Chaya and 

‘ham or Chamdo in Eastern Tibet. It 
commenced in the year. 1878, when the 
men of Chaya plundered a town or fort in. 
Chamdo, ‘The dispute has now been 
arranged through the offices of the Chinese 
Resident at LI ‘The Chaya people 
have given up their plunder, and in addition 
the Resident has bestowed a thousand taels 
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upon the tribe attacked. The Emperor is 
much pleased with the conduct of the 
Hutukltu, or Saint of Chamdo. In spite 
of the outrage committed by the Chaya 
tribe, the Saint was able to restrai 
his- people, and prevented further trou- 
bles from arising, He also, though with 
much dificulty, continued’ faithfully to 
perform the oficial services due by him to 
fhe Emperor. As a mark of his favour and 
approbation the Emperor desires that the 
Hea-lin Yuan will prepare a tablet with a 
suitable inscription for presentation to the 
Saint, 

HIGHWAY ROBBERIES NEAR PEKIN 

February, 5th and 6th.—The arrest of 
four men’ guilty of highway robbery is 
reported by the police authorities at 
Peking. With the men were seized a 
number of foreign firearms, iron whips, 
and swords. The prisoners’ acknowledge, 
that, in conjunction with other men still 
at large, they have committed during 
the last few months no less than six rob- 
beries in the immediate vicinity of the 
capital, In several cases they fired w 
and-wounded the travellers “whom they 
attacked, Their plunder consisted of all 
sorts of property, clothes, bedding, and 
money. On more than one occasion they 
robbed casts drawn, by two mules, and 
besides carrying off the contents of the 
vehicles, they took the animals to Tientsin, 
where they disposed of them. ‘The Memo- 
rialists have sent the criminals to the Board 
of Punishments, and request that the Board 
may be directed to subject them to a rigo- 
rous examination, in order to find out 
they have participated in the commission 
of any other crimes.—Deeree issued pre- 
viously. 

YOSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO KUO SHU, 

(2) In the year 1861 a Chinkiang Banner- 
man named Kuo Shu was sent to take 
charge of the district of Hsin-ning in 
Southern Szechuen, In the first month of 
the following year the city was attacked by 
rebels from Yunnan, The place was taken; 
and the Magistrate, and a younger brother 
who was with him,’ were killed fighting in 
the streets. It was at the time decreed 
that posthumous honours should be confer- 
red upon them ; but owing to the loss of 
some important documents, the matter has 
never beon settled till the present day. It 
is now proposed to bestow a hereditary 
military title on the son of the magistrate, 
and another on the son of the younger 
brother. The last mentioned was in reality 
without offspring ; but a child has been 
transferred to him in adoption by third 
brother still living.—Referred to the Board. 

‘NEW EDITION OF THE ‘‘ HUI-TIF! 

February 7th and 8th.—The last edition 
of the Hui-tien, or Collected Institutes of 
the Reigning Dynasty, was published in the 
year 1818, In the year 1873 orders were 
given that preparations be made for the 
issue of a new edition. 
ties of each province were consequently 
required to search their archives from the 
year 1813 downwards and furnish an account 
of all matters which should be included 
the new work. As no returns, or only in- 
complete returns, have beon sent in from 
several provinces, the Emperor is requested 
to order the authorities concerned to supply 
the necessary materials for the information 
af the compilers without further delay.— 
Deore issued previouly. 

A MAN BURNT 70 DEATH. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan states that 
in some of the country districts of that pro- 
vinee the villagers have a horrible custom 
of burning to death any man caught stealing 
corn or fruits in the fields, ‘They at the 
same time compel the man's relations to 
sign a document giving their consent to 
what is done, and then make them light 
the fire with their own hands, so as to deter 
them from lodging a complaint afterwards. 
Sometimes the horrible penalty is exacted 















































‘The high authori- | srant 





or even false accusati made and men 
put to death out of This terrible 
practice, which seems incredible when 
heard, came into use during the time of 
the Yiinnan rebellion; and the constant 
efforts of the authorities have not suc- 
ceeded in extirpating it since. Last autumn 
acase of the kind occurred in the Chit 
ching Prefecture. One evening a man 
named Péng Chao-sheng was going down to 
watch his own field. His path led him 
along the side of a patch of maize belongin; 
toagother man. "As he passed he pulled 
offa head of corn. The owner saw him 
and shouted out, upon which he dropped 
the corn and fied. The owner went and 
told his landlord, upon which the latter 
yroposed that the pilferer should be burned. 
he two men having agreed, next morning 
they laidthematter before an assembly of the 
lagers, As the matter was so trifling, some 
advised that it should be let drop, but their 
opinion was not listened to. On the fol- 
lowing day the two men seized their victim 
and bound him. The poor man's mother 
came with all her relations and begged for 














| mercy. She offered to make atonement by 


forfeiting the whole of her property to the 
community ; but all she could say was of 
no avail. ‘The men refused to give way, 
and ordered her to give her consent to the 
murder in writing, threatening her that 
otherwise they would put her to death also. 
Overcome by fear she asked stranger, a 
travelling doctor, who cannot be identitied, 
to write the required paper for her. ‘They 
then piled up a heap of brushwood in an 
empty place outside the village, and the 
next day at noon carried the manout and laid 
him bound upon it. The woman was com- 
yelled to set fire to the faggots, and her son 
was burnt todeath. Afterwards, as soon as 
she could, she stole away to the town and 
gave information to the authorities. ‘The 
two men were immediately arrested. One 
of them, the landlord, died in prison ; 
but the other was sent to the provincial 
capital for trial. ‘The Memorialist finds 
that in the fifteenth year of Chien Lung 
(A.D. 1750), at the request of the Governor 
of Szechuen, it was decreed that in the case 
of any person's being burnt to death, by 
body of men, the principal offender should 
be executed’ by, the lingering process and 
the participants in the crime be beheaded. 
The landlord, who in this case was the 
principal, has already died. His fellow 
offender has been condemned to immediate 
decapitation, and the sentence has been 
carried into effect without delay.—Ap- 
proved. 











RESTORATION TO HEALTH OF THE VICEROY LI. 


February 9th and 10th.—At the end of 
last autumn Li Hung-chang caught a severe 
cold in his head which affected the muscles 
of his face, and produced great thirst and 
redness of the eyes. He obtained at first 
twenty days’ leave and was subsequently 
ted two extensions of a month each, 
‘on both of which occasions the Emperor 
cratered, great solicitude about the state 
of his health and urged him to procure the 
best medical advice available. Prince Ch‘un 
sent. him twenty pills which had been 
specially prepared in the palace, one of 
which was to be taken every day before 
food, Externally he applied a lotion to dry 
up the tears in his eyes, and internally he 
took medicine to relieve his kidneys and 
promote circulation. During the last 
month the redness of the eyes has greatly 
Uisappeared ; there has been a stop- 
page of the tears, and his face has no 
Tonger the drawn ‘appearance it formerly 
had. The doctor's bulletin states that the 
disease is already eight parts gone. The 
muscles are, however, still weak, and the 
patient will require to keep out of the 
‘wind and take rest. With the mildness of 
spring he will be able to go out once more, 
and under the vivifying influences of that 
health-giving season his muscles will re- 











sume their proper functions and the dry- 


for the breaking of a single branch or stalk, | ness of the mouth will disappear. At pre- 





nt. the food retained by the stomach is 
insufficient, the circulation is still weak, 
and a course of treatment must be pursued 
for some time longer. The patient ex- 
presses himself profoundly grateful for the 
many tokens of regret which he has 
received from the Throne, and assures the 
Emperor that nothing is farther from his 
thoughts than to take his ease at such a mo- 
ment as the preseut. Though he has been 
on leave for the past month he has been 
daily occupied in transacting business and 
seeing his subordinates, and has often 
forgotten to take his food until after the 
going down of the sun. All through the 
stillness of the night his mind has been 
troubled with the thought that his sickness 
might cause some miscarriage of public 
business ; now, however, that kness 
is gradually disappearing he proposes to 
cancel his leave, and resume entire supervi- 
sion of his oftice.—Rescript: We have 
carefully perused the above and must again 
urge upon the patient to be still more 
careful in sparing himself anxiety and 
labour, and to continue a course of medical 
treatment, in the hope that his early 
—- may remove the 
earnest solicitude which We fe i 
carnest el on his 
RETENTION OF AN OFFICER FOR SERVICE IN 

: cum, 

Li Hung-chang submits a request for 
Permiaaion to retain the services of T’ang 

hi-shang, an expectant sub-prefect on the 
Kiangsu establishment, who was trans. 
ferred some years ago to Chihli and who 
has been there engaged in connection with 
coast defence and foreign questions. This 
oficer aceompanied Wu Ta-ch'éng to Hun. 
chun and assisted him in the delimitation 
of the Chinese and Russian frontier. Under 
the regulations fixed by the Board of Civil 
Oftice, subordinate officials who have been 
transferred to another province, and whom 
it is proposed to retain there are allowed to 
keep their original rank and remnain on pay- 
ment of the usual transfer fees. ‘T'any 
hang is ready to accept these condi- 

ind it is asked that his transfer may 
be sanctioned.—Granted by Rescript. 

CHOU FU ASSUMES OFFICE a8 CHIEF 

é JUSTICE OF cut, 

Chou Fu who was recently appointed 
Chiet Justice of Chihli came to Peking for 
Audience before taking up the duties of hi 
post, and was retained there for some time 
to assist in drawing up the new regulations 
for the Board of Admiralty, He subse- 
quently received a month's leave of absence 
to enable him to visit his ancestral graves 
in Anhui. He has now returned to 
Tientsin, and having received instructions 
from the Viceroy to proceed to his new 

st, he has taken over the seals of office 
rom Fang Chen-shin, who returns to his 

oper post of Director of the Yung.ting 

ver. The new Chief Justice will st 
continue to perform the duties of ‘Superin- 
tendent of the Secretariat of the Military 
and Naval Forces of the North. 

APPOINTMENT, 

sis appointed Brigadi 
-ning in Kansu, 


Meetings. 


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 28, Kiangse Road, Shang- 
hai, on Tuesday, the 26th February, 1889, 
at 4 o'clock p.m. 

Present :—Messrs. J. Chair- 
man), M. Adler, Yeend Duer, HH. Joecph, 
J.E. Judah, E. H. Lavers, W. McDonald, 
C. Overbeck, E. Wheeley ; the following 
members of the old Council : Messrs. A. G. 
Wood and G. J. Morrison, and the Secre- 
tary. 

The Minutes of the last meeting are read, 
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confirmed, signed by the Chairman and 
pasned for pablication, 
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‘Mr. Woo, the Chairman of the outgoing 
Council, says that this concludes their busi- 
ness, but before leaving he wishes to men- 
tion that General Kennedy has informed 
him that he has continued in communica- 
tion with the native authorities about 
fixing the boundaries of Hongkew, and 
that he expects to meet the officials ap- 
pointed to arrange this in the course of 
next month, and he then hopes to have 
the boundaries satisfactorily defined. 

Mr, Macorscor says that before Messrs. 
Wood and Morrison leave, he wishes to 
express to them the regret which he and 
all now present feel at the retiring of the 
two most eminent members of the Council 
for last year, and their appreviation of the 
valuable services which they have rendered 
not only to the Council but to the com- | 
munity at large. He thinks the resent 
Council may well place on record their 
sense of the services rendered by Messrs. 
‘Wood and Morrison, and their thanks are 
due to the former for the personal time 
and attention he has devoted to the affairs 
of the Municipality during the last three 
years aud to the latter for giving the Council 
the advantage of his long experience and 

rofessional knowledge for the same period. 
Bir, Adler and the others present express 
their cordial agreement with all that Mr. 
Macgregor has said and Messrs. Wood and 
Morrison having returned thanks, the 
Members of the two Councils proceeded to 
the yard of the Central Station where the 
Police Force was drawn up for inspection. 

‘After going through the ranks, Mr. Wood, 
as Chairman of the outgoing Council, e: 
pressed to Capt. McEuen the satisfaction 
of the Council at the smart appearance of 
the men, and addressing them, said:—‘I 
have once again to compliment the Munici- 
pal Police on its smart and effective appear- 
ance on parade. I have also the pleasure 
of informing the Force of the satisfaction 
expressed by the Council with the efticieut 
manner in which its duties have been per- 
formed during the past year. Asan instance 
of the efficiency of the Force I wish to refer 
to the promptness with which Capt. McEuen 
made Lis arrangements for sending aauiat- 
‘ance to Chinkiang the other day and to 
the readiness of the men selected to go. 
This shews the discipline and the good 
spirit which animate the Force and which 
T trust it may always maintain, though 








| 








T hope that they may not, have any serious | 
T do not know that | 


call made on them. 
Thave anything mote to say than to express 
the hope that the Police Force will ntain 
the high character which has distinguished 
it during the three years I have had the 
pleasure of being connected with it, during 
the present year ‘aud always.” 

The members of the two Councils then 
inspected the prisoners’ cells and the con- 
stables’ quarters which were found clean 
and comfortable ; and visited the armoury 
where the arms, etc., were found to be in 
good order. 

‘The old members then retired and the 
members of the new Council returned to 
the Board Room when they proceeded to 
elect the following Office Bearers to serve 
during the present year :— 

Chairman—Mr. J. Macgregor. 

Vice-Chairman--Mr. M. Adler. 

Finance Committee—Messrs. Lavers, 
Judah and Overbeck. 

Watch and Defence Committee—Messrs. 
Adler, Joseph and McDonald. 

Works Committee—Messrs. Macgregor, 
Duer ‘and Wheeley. 

Cash Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted, and cheques for sundry accounts are 
signed. 

Volunteers—Artillery.—Letter from Ma- 
jor Morrison is read, enclosing one address- 
ed to him by Capt. Brodie Clarke, suggest- 
ing that Mr. J, Heath be appointed Veter- 
inary Surgeon to the Artillery, as he is 
willing to give his attention to all matters 
connected with the horsing of the Bat- 








the young drivers as to the management of 
the ponies, ete. 

As Major Morrison recommends that 
the appointment should be made, it is de- 
cided to comply with the request. 

A commission to Mr. Heath as Veteri- 
nary Surgeon to the Artillery is then signed 
and ordered to be forwarded to him through 
the Commanding Officer. 

No. 2 Company.--Letter from Major 
Morrison is read enclosing Lieut. W. H. 
Anderson’s commission which has lapsed 
under the three years rule, and requesting 
to have it renewed for a further term of 
three years, as Lieut. Anderson was unani- 
mously re-elected at a meeting held on 
Saturday, the 23rd instant. 

Decided to comply wiih this request. 
The Commission is then endorsed for 
another three years and ordered to he 
forwarded. 

‘The Meeting then adjourned. 








Cattle in Nutice Dairies.—The following 
report is ordered to be published with the 
foregoing Minutes — 

Rerenx or Annis Kerr ar rae Sanuve Daunte 

ies 





















Remarks, 


12 Buffaloes au 1 Buffalo calf oh, 
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8 


Ey 
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Locality of 


‘The avimals kept at the above meutioued dairies have 
eeu inspected during the past week, ‘They all appear to 
be it faisly good coudition aud free from 

Grouce Carunox, 
“Aatietant Inapector, 
Submitted, J. 


THE NORTH-CHINA FAMINE 
RELIEF FUND. 

At the meeting of the Committee of the 
above fund held on the 6th instant, it was 
decided tv apportion the following sums to 
the various places from which appeals for 
aid had been received :— 

To be handed to Monseigneur Gar- 
°vnier, Bishop of Kianguan, for 
distribution by the Jesuit Mis- 














tery and its equipments and to instruct 


sionaries in Aphui and Kiangsu Tis, 5,000 


To be sent to H.B.M.’s Consul at 
Chefco, for distribution by the 
various bodies of Missionaries 
engaged in relief work in Shan- 
tung .. 

To be sent to the Lazarist Mission 
and the Missions Etrangeres in 
Shéngking, through the Revs. 
J. B. Martinet and Ph. Meng- 





15,000 








Webster in Moukden, through 


the Rev, W. Muirhead 


It was also decided to wire to the British 
Consul at Newchwang for information as to 
the amount of assistance required in that 
neighbourhood. ‘The balance in hand is 
about Tacls 45,200 and there will still re- 
main, after these sums have been remitted, 
a balance of Taels 15,200 to meet further 
demands. 


SHANGHAI CARGO BOAT 
COMPANY. 


The Annual General Meeting of the 
Shareholders in this Company was held 
on Monday afternoon in the offices of the 
Agents, Messrs. Wheelock & Co., Mr. 
F.H. Bell in the chair. 

There were also present ; Messrs. T. R. 
Wheelock, C. V. Smith, C. Jantzen (Direc- 
tors); A. Stewart, F. Gove, Yeend Duer, 
'J. F. Seaman, E. Davis, A. C. Hunter, 
| H. Sylva, A. Heath, J. M. Young, C. 8. 
| Sharp, J.D. Thorbum, H. H. Joseph, F. 
B. Aubert, J. F. Cheetham, H. R. Hearn, 
S. Walker, E. Halton, representing in all 
| 310 shares or 278 votes. 

‘The notice convening the meeting haviug 
been read by Mr. Gove, 

The Cuatnmay said :—Gentlemen, the 
Report and Accounts have been in your 
hands for some time, and the accounts are 
set out so very fully that I think they 
explain everything you can desire, ‘There 
is very little for me to remark upon in 
them, except that I congratulate you upon 
| having had a very successful year. Tn con- 
sequence of proposals which’ were made to 











{us with regard to communicating with the 


Directors of the other Cargo Boat Company, 
negociations took place between ourselves 
and the Directors of the othercompany which 
‘have resulted in an agreement being made 
| with the other company which has worked 
'y successfully aud which I think will 
ontinue to work for our good in the 
| future. The Directors were of opinion 
that the expenses of General Management 
must be reduced by placing them in one 
firm, and I think it will be for the benotit 
of both companies having them under one 
firm, and T alsu think that arrangement 
will work very successfully in the futuro, 
I think it will be remembered that at the 
last meeting there was a resolution passed to 
the effect that the Directors after consulta- 
tion with the Directors of the other Cargo 
Boat Company Company should endeavour 
todo do away with the bonus which has 
always been returned to contributors. 
| Almost as soon as our meeting, or as soon 
as the matter was published we received a 
very strong remonstrance from our principal 
contributors protesting against. the stop- 
ping of this bonus, because they looked 
upon it as a discount which they were paid 
upon their business. We had a con- 
ference with the Directors of the other 
Company, and after considering the re- 
monstrance which had been placed before 
‘us, we came to the conclusion that it would 
not be for the benefit of the Company todo 
away with this bonus, and we havo there- 
fore paid it as usual." The only other mat- 
ter I have to refer to is the repairs to the 
boats, which have been kept up as in former 
years, and which will have to go through 
the general overhaul. The only other item 
‘will be for rebuilding three wooden boats, 
and the expenses of repairs will be about 
Tis. 2,000 more than last year, but then 
the fleet will be in thoroughly good order, 
before we consider the advisability of 
writing off for depreciation of our property, 
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which we think is necessary. I think these 
are the only matters to which I would refer, 
bat if there are any other questions I shall 
Be glad to answer them, 

Mir. Suanp—Might T ask what might be 
the items of expenditure which the Direc- 
tors have in view with regard to the Tls. 
2,834 which it is proposed to carry forward ? 

"The Cnatnxas—Well I have just men- 
tioned that repairs will be about Tis. 2,000 
jnore than last year, We have to rebuild 
three boats, and the amount to carry for- 
ward will not be more than that. 

_ Mr. Davrs—Do you mean to rebuild 
three wooden boats? 

‘Phe Cuainmax—We have thought it de- 
sirable to keep our fleet in full working 
order. 

Mr. Davis—I have asked the question 
merely because I see several boats of our 








fleet lying idle in the Soochow Creek, aud | 


iron boats are more serviceable than wooden 
ones. 

Mr, Waeetock —Of courseyou know, Mr. 
Davis, to replace those wooden boats with 
iron boats would cost a great deal more, 
and besides it would not be desirable to 
build iron boats of that size, As Mr. Bell 
suys the fleet inust be kept up. 

ir. Davis said he had an idea though he 
might not haye made it clear, that there 
were a number of iron boats lying unem- 
ployed, and that therefore it would’ not be 
necessary to build more wooden boats, but 
perhaps he was mistaken, 

‘The Cuarvay—We want to keep our 
fleet in the most efticient order. 

Mc. 8. Wacker—I see there is Tis. 
5,000 written off this year, We have 
always understood that the fleet has been 
kept up. If se, why has this been written 
off? 

‘The CHarwax—It was thought neces- 
sary for the Company to write off asufticient 
sum for depreciation, and I do not think 
that Tis. 5,000 is tou much to write off in a 
successful year like this, 

this Tis. 7,000 














Mr, Watkex—Theu 
which you call additional writing off, what 
does this represent ? 

‘The Cuainvas —The cost of the launch, 

Mr. Witeztocx—It was taken out of the 
Reserve Fund and was taken off the cost 
of the fleet, whereas it is now written off 

Mr. Sytva—In looking at the working 
account it seems to be very heavy, at least 
50 per cent. off the gross earnings of the 
Company, which seems to be a great deal 
ina Company like this. OF course it has 
been that the Agents received 7 per cent. 
which seems an enormous sum to what 
other agents receive for working any sini 
concern. It seems to me that thi 
should be reduced, and the 
should see if the agents would receive a 
smaller commission, say of 5 per cent. 
They are now receiving Tis. 4,400. com- 
mission for the work of agents, without 
ottice rent, clerk hire, and other expenses, 
and it seems to me that the expenses are 
enormous on the earnings. T do not think 
that thore is any other Company in Sk 
that demands 7 per cent. for simply work- 
ing such a Company, and I suggest that 
the Directors shall try’ to see their way to 
reducing expenses somewhat. 

The Cuarrmas—I do not think that 
Messrs, Wheelock & Co. derive tov much 
from the Cargo Boat Coy. for the work 
they have to do; and with regard to the 
general expenses, clerk and coolic hire, ete., 
we know that they are necessary 

Mr. Syzva—Coolie hire and clerk hire 
are all extras, 

Mr. Warken——May I ask is this 7 per 
cent deducted from the total amount ? 

‘The Cuaremas—Yes. 

Mr. Wieztock—With reference to the 
remarks of Mr. Sylva, I may say that we 
do not consider we are overpaid for the 
work we have to do. This is not an easy 
business at all, and those who are not ac~ 
quainted with ‘the work of a Cargo Boat 
Company do not know the amcunt of work 
it involves at all. It is not all day work by 










































any means, there is a great deal of night 
work, and'I do not consider we are over- 
paid. : 

Mr. Syzva—I agree with you that there 
isa lot of work, but you have two clerks 
who have nothing else to do but the busi- 
ness of the Cargo Boat Company. 

‘Mr, WneeLocx—Two clerks are a mere 
drop in the bucket. 

ir. Syiva—I merely threw this out as a 
suggestion. There is a pool now between 
the two companies, and this seven per cent, 
seemsto me avery large sum, There are no 
other companies here receiving more than 
five per cent. for similar work ; the expenses 
are 50 per cent. of the gross earnings of the 
Company, and after that we have to take 10 
per cent, out for contributors. TheChairman 
said that we have hada very prosperous year 
but I don’tsce it at all. We received 10 per 
cent. last year and this year you now want 
to pay us four per cent. or 6 per ceut. in 
all, and I think that every shareholder 
looks upon it as worse than before. Ac- 
cording to you the boats are kept up in 
very good repair by spending Tis. 2,000 on 
thein, and now you want to write off Tis. 
5,000 for the ensuing year. I think that 
if this amount is to be written off, it ought to 
be partly written off from next year and not | 
altogether from this, and I certainly think | 
that altogether the shareholders do not 
look upon it as a prosperous year for them, 

‘Mr. Swane—I do not think that there 
should be any question about writing off; 
that is to say we have been writing off the 
Reserve Fund which is practically the same 
thing, but perhaps with that Tis. 2,000 and 
‘Ts. 5,000 we are writing off too much, 
This is not a very prosperous year like 1887 
and itis proposed to give the shareholders 
only 6 per cent, I think it would be only 
fair to make the amount. written off little 
smaller and give a little more to pay a 
larger dividend to the shareholders, I beg 
therefore to propuso— 

‘That a final dividend for the year 1888 be 
paid at the rate of 3% (making 7% for the 

nstead of 4% as recommended in the 












































‘Phe Cuatumas—I can only say, 
men, that the Directors have considered the 
best interests of the shareholders, and they 
have decided it would be much wiser to 
te off this amount for the present. But 
we leave it in your hands. 

Mr. Wuzztocs—I think it would be a 
great mistake to pay a larger div 
Ve must write off for a property lik 
boats that are knocking about the river 
at all times. ‘There ust be a deprecia 
tion, and now is the time to write off 
when we have the money, 
you will make a great mistake if you carry 
the motion which is going to be put before 


you. 

Mr. Watxex—May I ask if the Co- 
operative Cargo Boats have been of great 
use to us durii 
‘The Cuan 

































unt given to them ? 
The Cuatnaas—Yes. "It is proposed by 
myself and seconded by Mr. Jastzex, 
“That the Report and’ Accounts of the 
Company as put before the meeting be 
accepted and passed.” 

Mr. Suant—I think my amendment 
comes first. 

Mr. Davis—Before yon put the amend- 
ment will you kindly tell me at what do 
you estimate the cust uf these new cargo- 
boats 

‘Mr. Wuzetock—They will, roughly speak- 
ing, be almost Taels 2,000. 

The Cuamaax—Then we will put the 
amendment and alter the resolution if 
necessary. 

Mr. Seamas—May I ask a question? 1 
would like to know if it is competent for the 
shareholders to declare a higher dividend 
than is recommended by the Directors ? 

‘Mr. Wueetock—I am not quite clear 
about it. 




















~ | of Ts. 10,834. 


_ | tional 


Mr. Warker—I may tell you it was done 
at the Hongkew Wharves at the last 
meeting but one. 

The Cnarruay said he had no doubt 
about it if the meeting agreed to it; 
the Directors were not going to oppose 
the wishes of the general budy of share- 
holders. 

He then put the amendment and declared 
that the result was against it. The original 
resolution wasputand unanimously adopted. 

Mr. C, V. Smith proposed :— 

‘That a dividend of four per cent. as recom- 
mended by the Directors be paid to sharehold- 
ers (making in all six per cent. for the year) 
and that the balance of Tis. 283425, be car- 
ried forward to next year. 

Mr. H. H. Joseru seconded the motion 
which was carried unanimously. 

‘Mr. Heaky proposed aud Mr, Hantox 
seconded— 

‘That Messrs. F. H. Bell, C, Vincent Smith, 
E. G. Low, Carl Jantzen, and T. R. Wheelock 
be elected directors for the ensuing year, 

Carried nem con. 

Mr. J. M. Youse proposed and Mr, H. 
Sytva seconded— 

That Mr. J. D. Thorburn be elected auditor 
for the ensuing yea 

The motion was carried unanimously, 

The Cuarmuas—That is all the business 
the Directors have tu bring before you, 
gentlemen. The dividend warrants will be 
ready to-morro 

A'vote of thanks to the Chairman, pro- 
posed by Mr. Sarr, having been accorded, 
the meeting adjourned. 














REVOKT, 

‘The Directors have the pleasure of subinit- 
ting to the Shareholders the audited accounts 
for the year ending 3ist December, 1888, 

In the month of June last an agreement for 
five years from Ist July, 1888, was entered 
into With the Co-operative Cargo Boat Com- 
pany, whereby the management of that Com- 
pany was hauded over ty Messrs, Wheelock 

Co., and the earnings of the two Companies 
pooled, and this agreement has thus far work- 
ed satisfactoril 











ng for all repairs, expenses, 
nd \iditor’s feos ual Agente’ com? 
anission, the Working Avcount shows a net 
rofit of Ths, 23,931.21, out of which « Divi- 
dend o} holders, absorbing ‘Tis, 
4,000, and a Bonus to Contributors of business 
of Tis. 1,896.96, were paid to the 30th June 
last, leaving, after writing off Tls, 5,000 for 
Depreciation of the fleet and providing about 
‘Tis, 2,200 as Bonus to Contributors, the sun 
for distribution 
proposed to appropriate as follow 

A Dividend of 4% to Shareholders 
for the half year ending December 






























Bist, 1888 (waking 67 in all for the Tle. 
year) : ~ 8,000.00 
Careying forward 1 3}834.25 
‘Tis. 10,834.25 


Out of the Reserve Fund, standing as per 
Balance Sheet at ‘Tis, 10,300.65, we propose 
fo appropriate a sum of Tis, 8 as addi- 
depreciation on the flect. This amount, 
together with the ls. 5,000 proposed to be 
set aside from last year’s profits, will make a 
total of Tis, 12,207.18 written off for deprecia: 
tion, and the balance of Reserve Account to 
be brought for I be Tis. 3,003.47. 
having resigned his 
ont rectors, Mr. EG. Low 
was invited to take his place, this will require 
areholders, In accord- 
54 of the Deed of Settle- 
ment, Messrs. C. Vincent Smith and F. H. 
Bell retire, but offer themselves for re-election. 
Shanghai, 22ud February, 1889. 




























HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 
BANKING CORPORATION. 


The half yearly meeting of the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking” Corporation was 
held in Hongkong on Satucday last. The 
Hon. J. Bell-lrving presided, and there were 
alsg present :—Hon. B, Layton, Messrs. W. 
H. Forbes, W. G. Brodie, H.'L. Dalrym: 
ple, J. F, Holliday, St. C. Michaelsen, J. 
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S. Moses, L. Poesnecker, N. A. Siebs, and 
E, A. Solomon, directors ; Mr. G. E. Noble, 
Chief Manager; Mr. T. Jackson, ex-Chief 
Manager ; and Hon. P. Ryrie, Hon. C. P. 
Chater, Messrs. W. H. Gaskell, V. A. C. 
Hawkins, F, Henderson, K. A. Chinoy, 
©. Ozorio, S.A. Joseph, F.N. Firth, C. 
J. Gonsalves, H. Z. Just, E. George, 
Slade, H. N. Mody, D. Gillies, G. Stewart, 
F, Dodwell, J. Moselo, D, McCulloch, 
T. E. Davies, J. S. Lapraik, G. Murray 
Bain, G. de Champeaux, R. Lyall, S. Han- 
cock, A. 8. Garfit, J. H. Cox, A. Woolley, 
EB, J. Coxon, J. Ross Anton, W. H. Ray, 
J. Moffat, and R. T. Wright, shareholders. 

The Cuainman said—Gentlemen, the 
Report which has been in your hands for 
some days, I will, with your permission, 
take as read. The half-year under review 
has been a very satisfactory one, and as 
the result of our operations, we are enabled 
to pay the usual dividend of £1.10s. 

er share and to add to our Reserve 
luud $212,432.44, carying forward to new 
account $69,874.67, We have made the 
fullest provision for all bad and doubtful 
debts, and have availed ourselves of this 
fayourable opportunity to adjust the inte- 
rest due to London up to 31st December, 
our custom hitherto having been to close 
the books of the London branch on 31st 
October. In addressing you at our last 
half-yearly meeting, I mentioned that 
it was the intention of the Board to 
re-value our holding of £150,000 India 3 
per cent. Sterling Loan and ‘take it at a 
price more nearly approaching the current 
market rate. In accordance with that de- 
cision, this security has now been written up 
from £86, the price at which itstood, to £99, 
the difference, amounting to $87,567.51 
having been passed to the credit of Reserve 
Fund. Our investments in 2) per cent 
Consols and 3 per cent India Sterling Loan 
Doth now stand in our books at £05, the 
present London quotation being £99, “The 
value of these assets, as shewn in our 
balance sheet, is based on an exchange cal- 
culated at the rate of 3/ld. per dollar. Mr. 
G. E. Noble has been appointed Chief Ma- 
nager and has expressed himself as perfectly 
satistied with the position of account: 
taken over by him. Mr. T. Jackson will 
assume the charge of the London branch, 
‘Mr. McLean having signified his desire to 
retire from the Bank's service. Mr. Came- 
ron will return home at an early date and 
will be replaced in Shanghai by Mr. Walter. 
After a short leave of absence he will be 
ussociated with Mr. Jackson in the London 
management. Nothing further vccurs to 
ame which seems to require special 
ment, but before moving the adoption of 
the roport, [shall be glad to answer any 
questions which may be addressed to me. 

‘The Cuarrvay then moved the adoption 
of the report. 

Mr. Stape seconded and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 

‘Hon. C. P. Cuatex—I beg to propose 
that the appointment of Mr. Holliday 
in place of Mr. MacEwen be confirmed. 

Mr. Larraik seconded, and the motion 


was carried. 
pro] 
Hed. 






































Hon. C. P. Cuater—I beg to 
the re-election of Mr. W. H. Forbes, 
Dalrymple and J, 8. Moses, and I shall be 
much obliged if you will put the names in- 
dividually. 

Mr. Larraik seconded. 

‘The names were put to the meeting 
singly, and the motions for re-election 
approved. 

r, JeH. Cox pro} the re-election 
of Hon. P. Ryrie and Mr. F. Henderson 
as auditors for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Jusr seconded, and the inotion was 
carried. ‘ 

‘The CuarrMan intimated that the divi- 
dend warrants would be ready on Monday 
last 

Mr. Larraix proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman. Z 

Mr. Davirs seconded and the motion was 
carried by acclamation, 


The Cuareaax—On behalf of myself and 
the Committee I thank the meeting for 
your vote of thanks. 

On the motion of Mr. Mopy, a vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr. T. Jackson, with 
Joud applause and cheers, 

Mr. T. Jacksos—I thank you very much. 
—China Ma 








THE HONGKONG FIRB 
INSURANCE COMPANY, LTD. 
The twentieth ordinary annual meeting 

of the shareholders in the above Company 
was held at the office of the General 
Managers, Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & 
Co., in Hongkong on the 25th ult. There 
were present—Hon. J. Bell-Irving (Chair- 
man), Hon, C. P. Chater, Messrs J. 8. 
Moses, F. T. P, Foster (Directors), N. J. 
Ede, E. George, H. Wicking, C. Ozorio, 
H. L. Dalrymple, Byramjee, Peerbhoy, 
and W, Cruickshank (Secretary). 

The Cuarruan said—Gentlemen, as the 
facts contained in the report before you are 
well known to shareholders, with your per- 
mission I will take it as read. “I regret 
that the net profits for 1887, regarding the 
distribution of which your sanction is re- 

wuired to-day, contrast unfavourably with 
those of the previous year, but from the 
open statement of accounts presented a 
year ago, you would be prepared for this, 
ind I have only to add that the losses under 
1887 policies have been unusually heavy, 
amounting as they do to $158,754. In the 
face of these losses it is not thought ad- 
visable to reduce the balance available 
for bonus and dividend by any addition to 
the reserve fund. With regard to the past 
year I may inform you that we are in bet- 

1 position up to the present time, and it 
encouraging to note that, notwithstand- 
ing keen competition and’ low rates, our 
premia income is Iarger to the extent of 
$56,356. ‘The losses paid to the 3st 
December, as shown in the report before 
ots amount to $19,435, to which have to 

e added claims in course of settlement 
representing a sum of about $48,000, some 
of which have been advised from agencies 
since the report was printed. On the 
whole, however, our losses for 1888 are 
much 'less than ‘at this time last year on 
1887 account, and the decrease of fires on 
native risks i3 a matter for congratulation. 




















Before moving the adoption of the report, 
T shall be glad to answer the questions of 
any shareholders requiring further infurma- 
tion. 

‘No questions bei asked, the Caamrsax 
put the motion, which was seconded by 
Mr. Bazonsee, tu the meeting, and it was 
‘carried unanimously. 

Mr. Eve proposed that the appointment 
of Mr. Holliday to the Board be confirmed, 
and that Messrs. Bottomley, Moses, Chater, 
and Foster be re-elected. 

Mr. Wickxisc seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Datryarte proposed that Messrs. 
Henderson and Coxon be re-elected audi- 
tors for the current year. 

‘Mr.. Gronce seconded, and the resolu- 
tion was carried. 

The Cuaimmax having stated that the 
dividend warrants would be ready on the 
26th ult. the meeting closed.—Duily Press. 


Reports. 


SHANGHAI WATERWORKS 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 
DIRECTORS’ REPORT. 

{To be presented to the Shareholders at 
‘the Ninth Annual General Meeting, on 
Monday, 11th March, 1889.) 

‘The Directors have now to submit for the 
information of Shareholders the General State- 
ment of Accounts and Balance Sheet for the 
year ending 31st December, 1888, and in doing 




















0 have again the pleasure to congratulate the 
Shareholders on the increasing prosperity of 
the Company. 


The total income from all sources for the 
ear amounts to Tls. 75,676.00, and the 
Working Account shows a balance to Crodit 

of Tis. 42,907.02, which transferred to Profit 

| and Loss ‘Account, makes the balance of this 
latter Tis. 49,024.74. From this sum the 

Directors recommend the payment of a divi- 

dend of 7 per cent on the paid-up Capital of 
the Company, equal to £1.8.0 per Share on 
the fully paid-up Shares, and 14s. per Share 
on the new Shares. ‘To Shareholders on the 

Shanghai Register payment will be made at 
the current rate for Bank Drafts on demand 

at the date on which the dividend is declared. 

‘The Company's Works and Plant have been 
kept in good repair and are all in excellent 
working order, The house at the Works at 

Yangtsze-poo for the Engineer-in-Chief has 

Veen completed and occupied by Mr. Wood 

during the year. The two new centrifugal 

pimps commenced work in Jane lest, and the 
new Filter Bed has been completed, these 
additions adding very materially to the eftici- 
ency of the Works. The mains have been 
extended in several new districts, thus obtain- 
ing access to some large blocks of Chinese 
houses, from which a good revenue is now 
being derived, 

A new Contract has been entered into with 
the Municipal Council for the term of five 
years, from the Ist July last, upon satisfactory 
terms. 

A motion w 

Meeting to 

















be brought forward at the 
rovide for the remuneration of 
the London Board of Directors for the years 
1882 to 1887, for which term of office they 
have not as yet received any fees. 

Mr. R. Mackenzie having left Shanghai for 
England, Mr. W. H. Poate was elected to 
take his place on the Board, and in December 
last Mr, J. M. Ringer having been granted 
leave of absence, Mr. T. Wood was invited 

join. In accordance with the provisions 
“Articles of Association, which requite 
that one Director shall retire from Ofive 
annually, Mr. W. Hi. Ponte retires, and Mr. 
R. Mackenzie offers himself for election, 

‘The present Auditors, Mr. 8, Walker and 
Mr. A. Burman, offer’ themselves for re- 
election. 














A. McLyop, 
Chairman, 
Shanghai, 4th March, 1889, 
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'TAKU TUG AND LIGHTER 
COMPANY. 


SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

Director's Report for the year ending 3lst 
December, 1888, for presentation at the Sixth 
Annual General Meeting of Shareholders to be 
held at the Tientsin Club on Thursday, the 
28th February, 1888, at 10 o'clock, a.st. 

‘The Accounts for 1888 duly audited, which 
the Directors will submit to the General Meet- 
ing, are presented herewith. 

'Firom ‘those Accounts it ‘will be seen that 
the net result of the working of the Company 
shews a Credit Balance of $61,604.49, against 
$112,404.72 for 1887, $93,556.08 for 1886 and 
‘$113,067.68 for’ 1885. 

‘This large dimunition in the profits of the 
Company hhas been caused partly by the re- 
duced rate at which. the Company had to 
work from the Ist July on account of the 
opposition, and partly by the great falling of 
in the trade of the port during the Autumn. 
Besides, the Company had provided. itseli 
with a farge teat anticipating w considerable 
amount of business from the carriage of Rails 
and other Railway Material, but in this were 
disappointed as rio extension of the present 
Railway took place during 1888. 

Out of the above Balance of 61,604.49 the 
Directors paid to the Shareholders in July 
ast, a Dividend of 5 per cent., and after pro- 
viding for General Expenses, Directors’ and 








otiver fees, and writing off 10 per cent. for |. 


Depreciation on the Fleet and Property, there 
romains a Balance of Ts. 33,982.97. 
‘The Directors propose to dispose of this 
available Bulance in the following manner :— 
1, By declaring a Dividend 
of 5 per cent .. Tls. 10,000,00 
2. By carrying forward to 
Credit of 1889... as 9 93, 


‘Ts, 33,582.97 














‘The payment of this Dividend, together 
wwitn wae Ruocin Dividend past aa pute will 








ive the Shareholders a return of 10 per cent. 
for the year. 

In accordance with Clause 83 of the Deed 

of Settlement, the Directors ret 





3 but, being 
ible, offer themselves for re-election. 

‘he Auditor, Mr. K. Inglis, again offers his 
services for the year. 
By onter, 

W. H. Forses, 
Secretary. 








Worxixe Accouss, 1888. 








To General Expenses - $19,504.15, 
1» Coolie Hire 2 4,833.97 
3} Exchange OL 7458.70 

d to Profic and 


3» Balance carrie 
Loss + 61,604.49: 








VIII.—Cash— 
In hands of Secretary, 
‘Tientsin . 
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Ihave examined the above Accounts and 
Balance Sheet to 31st December, 1888, with 











$86,401.81 | Orapany, aad Bd them to De cortese, 
By net Earnings of Fle R, Iscuis, 
perty .... Auditor. 
— 88640151 DHE STRAITS FIRE INSURANCE 
Puovtr 4 COMPANY, LIMITED. 
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Directors’ and Auditor's Fees.. 
Balance 


By Balance brought for- 
ward from 1887 
Less (1) Bonus paid to 
Tow-boat Cuptains 
out of 1887 Profits $ 690.00 





(4) Amount trans- 
ferred to Reserve 
Fund ... 
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‘The following is the second annual report 
for presentation to the Shareholders at the 
fourth ordinary general nieeting, to be held 
iu the Company's Ottices, Singapore, on the 





‘To the Shareholders of the Straits Fire 
Insurance Company, Limited. 
Gestiestes,—Your Directors beg to place 


$ 60,188.49 | before you the aunexed statement of accounts 





for the year ending 31st December, 1888. 

‘The niet premia earned, after deducting re- 
insurances and returns, atsiount to$131,863.59. 

‘The interest on investments to $31,370.20. 

1$87.—The final result of this year has not 
been so favourable as was hoped at the date of 
the last report : after providing for a second 
dividend of 5 per cent., as prescribed under 
clause No. 125 of the articles of association, 
making 10 per cent. for the whole year, there 
remained a balance of $13,000, which has been 
placed to reserve fund. 

1888.—Considerable progress has been made 
in the extension of the company’s business 
during the year: the gross premium taken 
amounts to $148,666.48 ( 64.111) as 
against $91,685.42 (£14,039.! in 1887, or an 
increase of 62 per cent: On the other hand 

losses have been incurred, prinei- 

pally in China and Australia, Although the 
company has now a small amount at reserve, 
your directors do not recommend a larger 
interim dividend on 1888. unt than 3 per 
cent. absorbing $12,000 and eatrying forward 
‘$54,215.25 for liabilities on unexpired policies. 

Dinecrons During the past years, Messrs 
. W. Conington and’ M. Behr’ retited from 
the Board, and their places were filled by 
Messrs, Win, McKerrow and G. W. F, Play: 
fair. Your directors have also to regret the 
decease of Mr. Woo Boon ‘Teck ; this geutle- 
man was succeeded by Mr, W. E, Hooper. 
Nr. Loli Lam, of Messts. Loh Kee Seng &Co., 
has also accepted a seat ut the Board, In 
accordance with the provisions of clause 103 
of the company’s articles of association, Mr. 
McKerrow and Mr. Playfair retire from the 
Board, but offer themselves for re-election, 

Avprrors :—In accordance with article 141, 
Messrs. James Lyall and Alex. Gentle retire, 
but otf themselves for re-election. 

1. 




































\gapore, 14th February, 1889. 





Amusements. 














VL—Store Acvount— 
‘Value of Stock on hand 26,650.49 








‘VIL—Coal Account— 
Value of Stock on hand 2,173.57 


$28,824.06 


20,176.84 





THE MIH-HO-LOONG BALL 

Of the annual public balls in Shanghai, 
that of the Mib-ho-loongs, firemen, and 
soldiers, used to be the most comprehen- 
sive, but the community has outgrown the 
capacity of its ball rooms, and this year the 
Committee were obliged to take the bull 
Boldly by the horns, and sternly curtail 
the list of invitations. Another change 
too the times have brought ; the subscrip- 
tion to the ball for members has always been 








ten tals, and the same sum has had to be 
paid for each bachelor guest. In former 
times every subscriber gladly paid this 
sum for a guest or more, but even friend- 


| ship has had to yield tothe spirit ofeconumy, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Mar, 8, 1889. Che £.-C. Berald and &. C. & C. Gasette. 


285 








and the bachelor 


est-roll also has been 
largely reduced. Th 


whe gathering on Friday 
was therefore smaller than it has been for 
many years, and the Club was full, but not 
crowded. ‘The Club is beyond question, 
taking every point into consideration, the 
best place for a ball, but there has ‘been 
always been one drawback in that the 
floor of the two large rooms used for dancing 
has been ao despised, that pingfore has 
been considered indispensable. Stretch a 
pinafore as much as you will, it is never so 
‘flying’ as polished boards ; and this year 
the energetic committee determined to do 
away with the pinafore, and make the 
boards available, and they did it, with tlre 
result that though not much of a floor to 
Took at, it was as good for dancing as the 
Country Club floor itself, 














The preparations were only just com- 
pleted, and the clock had not yet struck 
nine, when the first arrivals appeared. 


‘They found the hall of the club lined with 
shrubs, the main staircase carpeted with 
crimson and brightened with flowers, and 
the upper hall decorated with the trophies 
of the tire and military companies, In the 
ball-room were, as usual, the monogram of 
the Shanghai ‘Fire Department and the 
original roll of the Mih-ho-loongs now 
twenty-three years old, but bearing names 
some of the writers of which were in the 
crowd. The verandah was hung with flags, 
kindly Ient by H.M.S. Constance, and 
furnished as a drawing ‘room, the beautiful 
Municipal Challenge Cup having the place 
of honour on a cushion covered with the 
Union Jack. In the upstairs billiard room 
were the light refreshments for the ladies, 
the drawing room was the ladies’ cloak: 
roum, the two libraries and another large 
oom upstairs ware converted into supper- 
rooms, at which 220 guests could sit down 
at once, and the newspaper-room down- 
stairs was the card and smoking-room. 
Everywhere champagne flowed freely from. 
magnums, while the supper and the service 
were admirably organised, and everyone 
had everything he or his partner wanted 
without crowding, confusion, or disappoint- 
Inent of any kind. 

No doubt the disagreeable turn which the 
weather took in the evening interfered 
somewhat with the attendance of ladies, of 
whom altogether less than a hundred were 
present, out of some two hundred accept- 
ances. ‘About two hundred gentlemen canie, 
fully half of them in uniform, and the naval 
uniforms, the scarlet jackets and shirts of 
the infantry and firemen, and the less 
striking but equally etfective dress clothes 
of the other branches of the service, made 
& tout ensemble delightful to the eye, if the 
spurs which were here and there to be seen 
were less delightful to some of the ladies’ 
dresses, ‘The display of these was unusually 
brilliant on Friday. Careful ladies often 
decline to wear their best frocks at a public 
ball, lest they be spoiled in the crush ; but 
it must have been known that the ball was 
to be less crowded than usual, and that no 
such caution would be necessary. ‘The 
music was excellent, M. Vela having got 
his bund into perfect order for the execution 
of dance music, and the following program- 
me was executed with admirable spirit on 
all hands :— 











PROGKAMME, 
-Réveric, 
Mikado. 
out en Rose. 


1.—Waltz 
2.—Lancers 
3.—Waltz 









“Ivy. 


March of the Mib-ho-loongs, by M. Veta. 


13.—Waltz Love's Dreamland. 
14.—Galop—“ Say the word and down comes 
your house.” 





1 15.—Caledonians 
| 16.—Waltz. 








‘At about two on Saturday morning the 
last ladies were escorted to their carriages, 
and then the smaller half of the gentlemen, 
some from the dancing-room, some-fromi 
| their cards, some grateful the’ responsibil 
| ties of general supervision were over, be- 

took themselves to the serious business of 
the morning, the second supper. The 
banquet was enlivened by speeches and 
songs and cheered by the mutual confidence 
that it was all round one of the best balls 
the Mih-ho-loongs had given, and a tall 
feather in the cap of the indefatigable 
honarary Secretary, Mr. F. Huchting, who 
vas assisted by tie following Committe, 
selected from both branches of the Mih- 
ho-loongs:-—Messrs. R. M. Campbell, C. 





Dowdall, C. J. Dudgeon, F. Gove,’ E. 
Halton, H. W. G. ter, H. AL J. 
Macray, G. W. Néel, J. Purdon, C. S. 





Sharp, and Stuart Smith. New Invitation 
Cards, Menu Cards and Programmes had 
been designed by Mr. Hayter, thetwo former 
bearing the dragon between a soldier and a 
fireman, in red, and the last the dragon 
only; but their mechanical execution was 
not equal to the design, It was consider- 
ably after five when the following certiticate 
was made out and signed by one member 
of the Committee and another, and the most 
censorious could find nothing in the writing 
orsignaturestolead to the apprehension that 
the champagne had flowed too profusel; 

The Mih-ho-loong Ball of 1889 was closed 
by the undersigned at 5.25 a.m, on the 
2nd of March. 

(Signed) G. W. Nost. 
(do.)” E. B. Sxorrowe. 














THE CHARITY COSTUME BALL 
AT THE 
FRENCH MUNICIPAL HALL. 
‘The ‘ Bal de Bienfaisance, paréetcostumné, 
au hénéfice des victimes de la famine dans 
le Nord de la Chine,” took place in the 
handsomest ball room in Shanghai on Mon- 
day, and we may well preface our account 
of it by a sketch of the origin of the idea of 
theball. ‘The French community in Shang- 
hai is not a very large one, nor is it speci- 
ally wealthy, and it had concluded that the 
direct contribution which it could make to 
famine relief could not be an imposing one. 
But if if could not provide a large amount of 
silver, it had an unlimited fund at disposal 
of taste, energy and good will, and it 
occurred to the French Consul-General and 
some of his friends that these invaluable 
qualities might be successfully employed in 
providing an entertainment by which a 
notable sum should be raised, and the con- 
tributors receive in enjoyment more than 
the value of their subscriptions. Shanghai 
has been very fortunate in recent years in 
the representatives whom the great Euro- 
ean Republic has sent, but none of them 
Faas filed the post of Consul-General here 
with more general acceptance, personal 
larity, and res nM. Waguer, 
ran the scheme for x costume ball origina 
ted by him was eagerly taken up, and the 
assistance invoked from ladies and gentle- 
men of all nationalities most heartily ac- 
corded. 
‘The French Municipal Council, with the 
generosity and good feeling which mark ite 
resident and Secretary, gave the use of 
the Hall of the Municipality, the engineer, 
M. Blondin, devoting himself unweariedly 
to the task ef preparing and decorating the 
rooms. While theamateur assistance asked 
for was so freely given, the professional 
assistance required was also in most cases 
given without charge, this liberality extend- 
ing to the presentation of the one hundred 
prizes for the Tombola, and the smaller 














presents for the cotillon. No charge was 
made, for instance, for printing the pro- 

grammes, or for their perfuming, which was 
done by Messrs. J. Llewellyn & Co. The 

Hotel des Colonies arranged the lowest pos 

sible prices for the more solid refreshments, 

the lighter ones for the ladies being contri- 

buted by themselves. The sale of tickets by 
Mrs. Wagner and her friends went on flying- 
ly, until nearly five hundred entrance tickets 
were sold at $5 each, and five huudred 

Tombola tickets at a tenth of that sum ; 

while so that people should have no excuse 

for staying away, it was announced that 

fancy dress would not be de rigueur. 

‘The weather wasa little threateningduring 
the day, but it held up at night, and from. 
the returns of the French Chief of Police 
we learn that the ball was attended by 
123 ladies and 273 gentlemen who came 
in carriages, besides the uncounted 
number who’ came on foot or in jinric~ 
shas or on wheelbarrows, so that there 
must have been altogether more than 40. 
people present, and for them the danc- 
ing room was somewhat limited, but as a 
spectacle it was perfect. A very large pro- 

ortien of the ladies and much more than 
Half the gentlemen were in fancy dress, sv 
that there was only just enough plain black 
aud white to relieve the general brilliancy. 
Only a man who could map out accurately 
the course of a flight of shooting stars on a 








November night could hope to describe the 
costuanes as xy flashed before the specta- 
tors’ eyes in the waltz or caledonians, and 





no. man hopes to spend what re- 
mains of his time in Shanghai in peace 
would dare to attempt to pick out the pret- 
tiest. Some preferred an Esmeralda, some 
a Sister of Charity, very many a Wasp, 
some a Swiss Peasant, some a Dutch 
Maiden, many a Red Riding Hood, some a 
Harvest. Watteau charmed many, aud 
none could deny the beauty of the Kato 
Greenaways. Folly alwayshas her followers 
while others love to hear the trailing gar- 
ments of the Night sweep through her 
marble halls. A Lady Teazlo had many 
suitors, and a Jockey was much run after, 
a Sibyl had numerous votaries, and there 
were sume dresses so popular that we dare 
not name them. The men’s custumes were 
various and in some cases costly ; some en- 
hanced the native ugliness of the wearer, a 
very few disguised it, and here and there 
there was one who looked the better for 
his attempt to look so. ‘The music, con- 
tributed by the French Council and led, 
as usual, by M Vela, was capital. ‘There 
were only ten set dances, as follow: 
Fahrbach. 
Bucalossi. 
Bucalossi, 
Waldteufel, 
Love's Dreamland ...Roeder. 

'—Caledonien: Arrangement de M. Vela. 
Valse: Mello.. Waldteufel. 





















X 


Then came the photographing, by tho 
lightning-like flash of magnesium, of the 
crowd as it tiptoed and swayed on and 
below the dais; then the drawing of the 
Tombola by Miss de Luca and Miss Bell, 
assisted by Mr, Halton and Mr. Drummond 
Hay, and then two extra waltzes, which 
revived the ‘‘go” of the ball, which the 
Tombola function had somewhat reduced. 
It was an audacious undertaking to en- 
gineer a cotillon with such a crowd as 
Temained to join it, but seats were found 
for some hundred and thirty dancers, and it 
was capitally and amusingly led by four 
well-chosen couples; Baron Gunzburg and 
Miss de Luca, M. de Chaulnes and Miss 
Wagner, Vte. d’Arnoux and Mrs. Tudor 
Davies, and Mr, Halton and Mrs. Hay. 
‘The figures were good and the preparations 
had been as complete as the time allowed, 
and every effort was made to Keep up the 
spirit of the dance, but it must be allowed 

the number engaged was almost un- 
wieldy, particularly as many of those who 
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introduced themselves into it were not | of obtaining all possible information. Not 
dancers at all, and so it happened, unavoid- | being in the Steamer Company's confidence 
ably indeed, ‘that many who did want to! T was unable to do more than repeat the 
and could ‘dance hardly got a chance. | popular rumours which are in everybody's 
four ou Tsay Morning, af which time. questions asked T gathered at his Wor, 
four on Tuesday morning, at which time, questions asked, - 
there were atill nearly a hundred dancers ; ship was daily Tookling for the steamer, and 
Laat Aleta bert hod an un- | reach Serecal: Lope Rar aren Ee 

loubted success, and will long be remem- | reached him referring to her. ionce 
bered in Shanghai, and it is aay a pleasant | must be sorely tried. No steamer yet, and 
duty to reprint the names of the ladies | the poor man doubtless “t waiting” on! 
who sisted Dlrs, Wagner in the prepara: / Such a spirit of expectancy dves him credit 
tions, ey were: Mme. de Luc irs. | and is won ol ring rewat L. 

Hughes, Mis. Focke, Mrs. Santsen Mise, | In Chungking itself the arrival of o 
Mr Dudguon, Mra Coutts Bea Wat thing impeasbig, wile by otters tis 
more, Mure. Arranger, Mrs. Sonne, Mme. | publicly spoken against as a shameful en- 
Portier, Mrs. Schultz, Mine. Oriou, Mrs. |croachment on the just rights of the 
Heemskerk, Mrs. Vincent Smith, Mrs. | Szechuen boatmen. On the other hand it is 
Bell, Mrs. Cameron, Mrs. Campbell, | perfectly true that many of the merchants 
Mrs. Baskell, Mrs. Wm. Dowdall, Mrs. | in the city would welcome her arrival not- 
Overbeck, Mrs, J. L. Scott, Mrs. Low | withstanding that the gentry aud literati 
und Bra, ‘Wheeicek ; and their assistance, | are prepared to denionstrate any day that 
it must be remembered, took a very sub- ; the advent of foreign steamers woul the 
stantial form. The stewards were Meters, | begining of sarrors forthe, blaek:haired 
. Anderson, J. Bland, Ch. Blondin, M. | race in Szechuen, jut, Sir, it may be true 
Boyd Bredon, G. de Chaulnes, H.W. | that neither the hopes of the one uor the 
Daniel, Drummond Hey, E. Flothow, U. |feara of the, other clas are, destined to 

irard, P. V, Grant, F. Guillien, Baron de | have an early fulfilment. ‘alt open 
Gunebarg, F. E. Hukell, H.W. Hayter, | secret, that toany practical men utterly 
E, J. Hogg, G. Lajeat, R. W. Little, P. | despair of the Kuling, as she is at pre- 
MacGregor Grant, R. de Malherbe, P. | sent, ever being able to visit these ‘re- 
Mignard, H. Morriss, E. Portier, Dr. D. | gions beyond.” Still it ought to be remem- 
Reid, E, Romanet, JD. Saunders, aud ( bored that the physical dificulties of the 
HL, 8. Wilkinson. | neighbourhood are not insuperable, and it 

‘At least £2,000 was netted for the famine- | is to be hoped that the U.Y.S.N. Co. will 
stricken, the greater part of which, we | vot be deterred from tapping this wealthy 
understand, will be contided: for distribu- | province simply because difficulties exist. 
tion to the Protestant and Catholic Mission- | Yours truly, 

| 
| 

















aries, and never was a dance given fora Peneonixaton. 
botter object. P.S.—Nearly five years have since 
I formerly resided in Chungking and my 
present visit has afforded me an opportunity 
of obtaining some little information concern- 
| ing the riot of 1886. It is already well known 
| that all Mission property was ruthlessly 
| torn down or burnt, but it may not be so 
| generally understood that Mr. Kwoh— 
then Magistrate or Pu Hien, was prevented 








Correspondence, 








CHUNGKING. 


To the uitor of the 
Nortu-Cutya Dany News, 
Sin,—Very recently I made the journey | from nipping the disturbance in the bud by 





from Hankow to Chungking and made use | the disgraceful inactivity of the noting 
of the opportunity to find out how much , Taotai. I am informed that Mr. Kwoh 
truth there was in a statement published | repeatedly pleaded for the loan of 300 
some little time ago to the effect that the | soldiers to juin his own retainers, under- 
Viceroy of Szechuen had commenced to | taking with’ their assistance to attack and 
make @ road over the hills to Icha At | disperse the rioters. But the Taotai vacil- 
various places en rovte I made en- | lated and ultimately refused to act at all. 
quiries with the object of testing the | Of course the mob took the cue from official 
accuracy of the statement, but from no | inertness,andhencetheoutrages which lasted 








one did I learn anything confirmatory. Tt 
fs a fact, however, that the authorities 
tre constructing & toad through 


beiow Kwei Fu, and this may 


helped to give publicity. The new road is 
on the ‘left side of tho river and will 
ultimately measure 301i in length, i. 
the entire length of the gorge. At its 
lowest point, it will probably be twenty 
feet above high water mark, although in 
tany, if not most places not less than 
fifty. Two or three chasms will require to 
ho bridged, and at sovera) ‘points stone or 
fron guards will be necessaty. About one 
half of the road was complete when I 
passed up, and my informants said that 
the officials expect it to be finished this 
year. Henceforth there will be almost 
‘unbroken land communication between 
Kwei Fu and the busy little town of Trai 
ch'i at the lower end of the gorges. T'ai- 
chi is on the right bank of the river and 
maintains a constant and direct intercourse 
with Sznan Fu in the S.W. of Hupeh 
whence to the thriving cities on the N.W. 
borders of Hunan is only a very few days’ 
travel. 

It may also interest your readers to learn 
that on my way west I found the people on 
the outlook for the Kuling. “*Is she never 
coining?” said one anxious individual to 
me, while the Magistrate of Tu Chow di 
played his interest in the matter by sending 
special messengersto my boatfor the purpose 

















the | 
Fung-shui Gorge, the gorge immediately | 
possibly | 
account for this rumour to which you | 


the best’ part of a week. Houses were 
razed, money, furniture, books, ete., ete., 
plundered, chapels burut and the work of 
years—work which camot be estimated as 
We estimate merchandise—violently stopped 
in its most interesting stage. Nor did 
Europeans suffer alone. Even those natives 











| who had assisted them, tradesmen, etc., 


not necessarily converts, were compelled to 
endure persecution and loss simply because 
of thoir business relations toforeignots. A 
carpenter, not a convert, has just told me 
that his workshop was rifled by the mob, and 
} that for some time after the riot he failed 
to obtain employment even as an ordinary 
| workman ! 
As to the 
appear that quite apart from the rowdy 
clement introduced into the eity by a large 
body of military students, the people gen- 
erally were at the time suffering greatly 
from the effects of bad harvests during three 
consecutive years. Rice was sold at the 
rate of 1,600 cash per fen while other com- 
modities were proportionally dear. So 
keen and so widespread was the distress of 
the time that the city granaries were thrown 
open aud the public permitted to buy 
from Government stores at easy rates. But 
not even this privilege sufficed to quell the 
spirit of plunder which was daily manifest- 
ing itself in acts of robbery, some of which 
were of considerable magnitude. Poverty 
pressed the lower classes sorely, and the 
advent of a large number of turbulent mili- 
tary candidates supplied all that was needful 





jal cause of the riot it would 








for a striking anti-foreign demonstration. 
Why should not the supposed wealth of the 
hated foreigner be captured and used to 
meet the crying need of the moment? This, 
the suggestion of some, harmonised well with 
the inclination of others, and in this way 
did the barbarous proceedings of 1886 come 
about. Tt is true that successful mission- 
ary operations provoke the ill-will of the 
ignorant literati and gentry of Chungking, 
t as they stir up, and are expected to 
stir up, malice and active hatred elsewhere, 
but it has never seemed te the writer 
that the deplorable disturbance of ’86 
could be suflieiently explained on this 
hypothesis. Without doubt the riot was 
anti-Christian to some extent, and it is also 
a fact that missionaries were the greatest 
sufferers from it; but it is also certain that 
had foreign merchants resided in the city 
at the time, they too would have been 
rudely called upon to endure the violence 
of an unscrupulous mob whose chief if not 
sole object was plunder. 

‘The ocourrenee has left indelible impres- 
sions everywhere. ‘Time may do something 
towards dulling the memory of the affair; 
but even long years will’ not entirely 
wipe out the stain which the wilful 
conduct of the Chungking people has 
made upon their former enviable reputa- 
tion, As to the future little can be pro- 
gnosticated. Rumours are already abroad 
that the forthcoming triennial examinatio1 
will produce fresh disturbances, while 
threats are common enough and bitter 
enough notwithstanding that the authorities 
have from time to time issued proclama- 
tions exhorting to peace, But it is not re- 
assuring to be told that the present Magis- 
trates are a set of temporisers—capable 
doubtless of composing very excellent Chi- 
nese posters, but absolutely unprepared to 
act beyond the limits of their ancient and 
etfote methods of city government. 






















THE FAMINE. 
To the Editor of the 
Noxrn-Cuixa Dairy News, 


Sim, —I enclose an extract from a letter 
just received from Dr. Watson of Tsin 
Chou-fu, with reference to Famine Reliel 
in that district. 

It is especially interesting as shewing : 

Ist.—The method of distribution, 

2nd,—The extremity of distress which 
alone is held to entitle a sufferer to relief. 

Srd.—The immense importance of know- 
ing at once the amount of funds available, 
and 

4th.—That the money is not distributed 
to Christians. 

The Baptist Mission at, Tsing Chou-fu 
has wisely (and nobly) decided to relieve all 
the native Christians in its districts out of 
its own funds, so that there can be no sug+ 

i n the distribution of the 
missionary distributors un- 


























Lam Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Hesry B. Bristow, 
Chairman, Shantwuy (Chefoo) 
Famine Relief Committee, 

P.S.—The Chefoo Committee has decided 
to apply all funds sent to it to the relief 
centres now established, and it is intended 
to carry 60,000 people through the famine. 
To do even this will require at the very 
least another Tis. 10,000. Should more 
than this sum be fortheoming the numbers 
can be easily extended from existing 
centres to 100,000. ‘There is little doubt 
that in the districts now being relieved by 
the Chefoo Committee, the distress is worse 
than in any other part of Shantung. 

The Taotai of Chefoo is about to adopt 
measures for the relief of the portions of 
these districts which cannot be included in 
the operations of the Chefoo Committee. 

H. B.B. 





Chefoo, 4th March. 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Mak. 8, 1889. 





ehe H.-C. Herald and S. C. & C. Garette. 


287 « 








‘Extract of letter from Dr. Watson dated 
Teing Chow-fu, 23rd February, 1889. 
geal hale alalan a 


“We are engaged at present in enrolling 
‘up to 10,000 but can easily obtain 50,000. 
One or two remarks as to the principles of | 
the work, It is not people who are merely | 
in distress who are being relieved. It is! 
literally only those who have death from | 
starvation staring them in the face. AH} 
their live stock, surplus clothes and move- 
able farniture must be gone before they ! 
are taken on. Relief is given at the rate of 
10 big cash per day to each individual and 
a famlly is only relieved to the extent of 4 
ersons. All who are thus enrolled will 

1 kept for the next three months to tide 

them over till the spring wheat is cut. ) 
Each case is investigated personally by 4 
foreiguer and only cases in the extremity 
Ihave mentioned are taken on, others are 
simply left alone, as there is no use in givin; 
partial relief. As the matter stands, if 
we relieve at all, we must carry it through 
to the end and so it may be stated that a | 
tael will save a life, We are counting at | 
| 





present on Ts. 10,000 but we are sure we 
could now, with the division of labour we 
have made, easily overtake 50,000 if the 
money could be sent on now. I wish to 
emphasise this, that now our crying need | 
is hard silver promptly forwarded to us. | 
Teing-chou Fu may be regarded as, the 
base and from here we (Mr. Forsyth, &c.,) 
will send out to the four outlying centres | 
the silver as it arrives, aud there it will be 

laced in the native banks aud gradually 

istributed under foreign supervision. 
Fresh names can only be taken on as the | 
silver arrives there on the field, for we 
dare nov enrol and promise relief to u | 
starving pouple unless we can continuously | 
and without intermission fulfil our engage- | 
ments, ‘To your Committee I would. say | 
then, do not send us drafts on the natives, 
for this means delay but send us silver 
fromChefoo. 4 « ‘8 
‘The Christians do not "get a cash of the 
money coming through you, they being 
tided over by a small private fund.” 





* * * * 
(Signed) J. Ressxut Warsos. 


To the Editor of the 
Norru-Cutya Dany News. 

Sin,--During the month of February we 
have received for Famine Relief in Shan- 
tung Ts. 10,000 from the North China Com- 
mittee, Tls, 8,000 from the China Inland 
Mission, Tis. 600 from the Rev. W. Muir- 
head, and other miscellaneous contributions 
from’ different southern ports, amounting 
in all to Tis. 19,500; of which a detaile 
roport will be given in due time. For this 
timely aid we offer our niost grateful 
acknowledgments, 

‘These receipts in our opinion warrant an | 
immediate enlargement of the work. | 
Wo are very fortunate in having a large 
corps of efficient distributors in the mes 
bers uf the two missions, the English 
Baptist, and the American Presbyterian, 
living in the cities of Ch-‘ing Chow-fu and 
Wei-hion, in convenient proximity to the 
famine region. Fifteen persons, nearly all 
the members of these two missions, hare 
for the time being suspended other kinds 
of mission work, and are giving themselves 
to famine relief. They are working in the 
same region, adopting the same general 
methods, and assisting and co-operating 
‘with each other in the one earnest purpose 
of alleviating suffering and saving human 
life. After careful personal inspection they 
have fixed upon some of the most necdy 
localities in the famine field and are now 
pushing on the work of enrolment to a 
present limit of 60,000 persons. This with 
the allowance of one cent a day will re- 
quire an output of six hundred dollars 
daily. If the receipt of funds should 
justify it we should be glad to increase the 
enrolment to 100,000 or more. An addi- 
tional allowances greatly needed to supply 























| to us at once will enable us to avail ourselves 


| as it was of so grave importance we took 


| the Tis. 5,000 is already on the way to us 


the inhabitants with seed-grain, but funds 
on hand do not warrant us in giving it. 
The distributing centres, of which there 
are three or four, will with an enrolment 
of 60,000 persons include about three 
hundred villages, and embrace an area of 
about two hundred square miles. ‘These 
centres arelike oases in this desertof famine. 
How far they may be extended, will depend 
upon the material supplies furnished within 
the next few months. What is to be done 
ought to be done quickly. Large sums sent 


of the best opportunities for forwarding 
them to the field of operation, and will give 
the distributors encouragement and confi- 
dence in extending their work. 

J.B, Neal, M.D., of the Presbyterian 
Mission, Tengchow, and Mr. Stooke of the 
China Inland Mission, Chefoo, left here on 
Monday last, 25th Feb., with Tis. 13,000, 
and an escort from the ‘Taotai of five sol 
dicrs. Mrs. Neal accompanies her husbaud, 
and will assist in the work of Famine Re- 
lief. We suppose they are now about arriv- 
ing at their destination. 

"Phe following extracts from letters 
received from the English Baptist Mission 
will give your readers some idea of the pre- 

ess, and of the well arranged and 












is being prosecuted. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jou L. Nevies. 
Chefvo, 4th March. 





Ts‘ing-chiu Fu, 21st Feb. 
Dea Dr, Nevivs,—Your circular letter 
of 15th instant reached us last night, and 











the liberty of detaining your messenger 
half a day, so that he might take our deci 
sions on the matter with him to Mr. Laugh- 
lin and to you. A copy of the resolutions 
we arrived at this morning are enclosed, 
and I need not perhaps further refer to 
them, except to say that we were heartily 
unanimous in the whole business, 

We are committed to relieve up to a 
maximum of 50,000 people. We are now 
limiting ourselves to 10,000, the limit being 
the want of funds and the need for careful 
investigation in each ease on the ground. 

Regarding intermissions in supply,—thi 
we canuot but look upon with grave appre- 
hensions, as of course intermission means 
death, and may lead to rioting, aud other 
complications. Our idea is miore to yo uv 
actual facts, and relieve those whom we can 
carry all through to the limit of the sup- 
plies as they come in. 

Consignments of sycee once a week from 
Chefoo or oftener, if funds cume in, would 
be the best way perhaps, aud the one which 
commends itself to our judgment. 

We have arranged to relieve our own 
Christians from our own pockets, and the 
funds of our Society if necessary. 

We agree with you entirely abont grant- 
ing allowances for seed-grain. We hope | 

















here ; as we cannot begin without it. 
Yours faithfully, 
For the Mission, 
R. ©. Fousyrm, 


The Rev, S, A. Hunter, M. D., of Wei | 
Hien, wrote on 23rd February :—Dear Dr. 
Nevius ; I expect to leave to-morrow for a 
month of famine relief work in the region 
from which I have just returned. I found 
the state of things much worse than I ex- 
pected. Nothing but immediate relief can 
prevent a heavy mortality. 

OnFebruary 19th, the Rev. J. H. Laughlin 
wrote as follows:—Dear Dr, Nevius; Upon 
receipt of your last letter of good tidings, 
we began at once to enrol new villages, and 
have now reached about 8,500 names. First, 
however, we cut down’ the list in this 
village of Jen-kia Fang-tz by one half; 
ag it had been enrolled with a much more 
liberal hand than others, because it was 
the very first, and we had not yet 











ut mauner in which the work of relief | 


| Ton 


‘The villagers were, of course, loath 
to submit, and about a hundred of 
the neediest came in person to k'iw (beg) 
but they finally acquiesced without causing 
trouble. 

Some of the villages enrolled lately aro 
destitute beyond description. Dr. Hunter 
was out with ime one day, and his judgment 
was: ‘Many of them’ must die before 
spring.” Yesterday I was in a town of 374 
families, nearly every one of which neoded 
help, and scores were really in a starving 
condition. It was Ch‘uen Hwa Chiu, where 
Mrs. L. and I spent a Sunday on our first 
tour through this region, and about whose 
condition I wrote you at the time. We 
found the blind woman, and tho old man 
of 77, whom I then ‘mentioned as sad 
cases, The former had since put her poor 
little babe to death ; and the old man had 
improved his condition by selling his 
daughter-in-law for about nine dollars; I 
enrolled there 483 names. ‘To-day a cart. 
load of grain went up to them, and I can 
tell you it made me very happy to send it, 

We find the district to the north and 
east worse than that to the south and west, 
which fact leads us now to contemplate a 
new move, viz., to transfer our head- 
warters to a point twenty or twenty-five 
{i to the north-east, if such a suitable place 
can be found. Tam going to investigate to- 
morrow. This does not mean the abandon- 
ment of those already on our list, but simply 
the extension of our work in the direction 
which seems to need it most. These people 
would then need simply to go to the new 
head-quarters for their supplies of cash or 
com. 

Judging it after all.to be unwise to leave 
this work, even temporarily without the 
supervision of a foreigner, I requested Dr. 
Hunter either to take my place here or make 
a hasty round of my stations in my stead, 

I am sending you a small package of 
roots, the staple ‘of thousands of people, 
now that the wheat-blade i 
‘The whole plain is dug uj 
after them. This afternoon in riding along 
the ruad I counted one hundred and fifty 

rsons—men, women and childrei 
‘sight at one time, all engaged in digging 
roots. They are offered for sale” at 
eight large cash per catty. Constant 
eating of them draws up the hands and 
swells the limbs of the eater something after 
the manner of inflammatory rheumatism 
—so the people say. Another sad thing 
about it is, that if the roots are all dug up 
now there cannot be later on the Chting: 
ts‘ai which grows from them, and on which 
the pevple have been counting for pro: 
vender during the third and fourth mouths, 

The wheat crop is, I am sorry to say, 
very unpromising, ‘The water stood 40 

last autumn that only the highest land 
could be cultivated, leaving hundreds of 
acres that are now’ as bare as a desert, 
What was sown has had hard usage. The 
few donkeys remaining in this region got 
their bites during the winter, the people 
have almost lived upon it, and the great 






































| flocks of wild-geese are said to have eaten 


not a little. ‘The fields look discouraging. 
Early and copious rains, however, would 
probably make a great’ change in their 
appearance. Some of the better to do are 
now sowing a little barley. Nine-tenths of 
the people have no grain to eat, much less 
to sow. 

Feb. ‘23rd.—Wo are enlarging our work 
rapidly. Have now a list uf about nine 
thousand names, after an inspection of fifty- 
three villages. Our station should, in my 
opinion, bo joined by another on the north- 
cast, and by a second on the north-west. 
I fear that, to the north and north-west, 
the famine district is practically unlimited. 

Funds should be distributed for the pur- 
chase of seed at once. Now is the time for 
sowing barley, and that would bring the 
quickest returns, But do not forget that 
to supply the people with seed will take a 














appreciated the magnitude of the famine, 


pile of money. 
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I do not. fear riots in the case of neces- 
sary intermissions. The people have already 
submitted to one intermission, and very 
patiently and fully. Perhaps, how- 
ever, other localities are more riotous. 

We are rejoiced to hear of the magnificent 
contributions, 





To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Cutva Datty News. 

Dear S1r,—Will you oblige by the in- 
sertion of the enclosed letters from Shan- 
tung and Moukden on the matter of Famine 
Relief. It is gratifying that the need 
represented is being responded to by the 
liberal action of the Relief Committee 
yesterday. The sum of ‘ls. 15,000 is being 
sent to Shantung and Ts. 5,000to Moukden ; 
other sums were voted for the same object, 
to be in the hands of foreigners for dis: 
tribution, but it is worthy of note that the 
Chinese have been doing a great deal in the 
same line. No less than Tis. 130,000 were 
sent from Nanking to An-hui, in addition 
to the Tls. 50,000 forwarded by the com- 
mittee, nearly ‘Tis. 40,000 of which was 
subscribed by Chinese.’ Besides, upwards 
vf Tis. 90,000 are in course of distribution | 
by them in Moukden, where the suffering 
is extremely great and widespread. 

Your truly, 
Wa. Munatean. 





7th March. 
English Baptist Mission, 
‘Tsing Chou Fu, Chefoo. 
19th February, 1889. 
Drax Mr. Mvrrueap,—You will be ex- 
pecting to hear something from this part of 
the famine district and so, although I am 
very hard pressed for time, I send you a 
fs ww particulars of the work we are doing 
00. 
Shou Kuang (#3) is 4 very flat dis- 
trict bordered by the more or less hilly 


counties of 1 Ta (fp Hf) and Wei Hsien 


(HEYA) on tho south-east, by the fat 
country of Po Hsing (fH) and Lo 


Ngan ($8 Ze) (where Mr, Laughlin is at 
present working) on the west and north- 
West and by the sea on the north-east. 

The couutry is entirely level and inter- 
sected by nuinerous ri The soil is of 
the poorest description, in places covered 
by saline exudations—in many parts in- 
capable of bearing wheat and producing a 
very poor quality of millet at the best of 
times. Beans and ground-nuts are grown 
in great quantities, these suiting the light 
sandy character of the soil. 

‘The people here as elsewhere retlest more 
or legs faithfully the character of the soil. 
Physically poor, tormented with ague, aud 
mentally, I imagine, incapable of bearing a 
very heavy burden of ideas. 

there are some few miles of good land 
near Wei-hsien, but generally speaking 
Showkuang is a miserably poor. country 
affording an inadequate and precarious live- 
Tihoud to a physically weak and inferior 
population, 

‘his being the normal condition of things, 
it is not surprising that with a bad wheal 
harvest in the spring and the total annil 
lation of the bean crop in the autumn, with 
very little millet of any sort gathered in, 
the distress should be very great, The 
drought in the spring followed by the heavy 
floods in the autumn has completely crushed 
the people and the consequence is, that 
while many of those who could afford it 
have wisely emigrated to Kuan-tung, Shan- 
si, cte., thousands are still left here in a 
fainishing condition. 

Here within 20 li of the Hsien city the 
waters of the Mi river rose to the height 
of eight and ten feet above the level of the 
river bed (the height is plainly indicated 
on the walls of the houses left standing), 
washing away eight-tenths of the houses, 
destroying household goods and stored 
graiv, and in some placesdrowning old people 


























and children who were unable to escape in 
the confusion and darkness of night. 

The river in retiring consummated the 
work of woe by leaving behind it hea 
deposits of sand thus rendering the land 
valueless for years to come. 

Land is selling here at one-third its 
nominal value, but those whose land is buried 
beneath this sand, and who are desirous of 
escaping to a more favoured country where 
the conditions of life are more desirable, and 
where a better return is yielded for the 
expenditure uf human labour, are unable 
to sell their now useless inheritance or in 
any other way procure the necessary funds. 

‘Anything more lamentable than the as- 
pectof the country about. here it ould be 

rd to conceive of. Villages louk as if 
they had been heavily bombarded, save 
where the water has clean washed away 
whole rows of mud-built houses. Here a 
heap of ruins, there the remains of a ‘kang 
or a piece of wall left standing upright, are 
the only evidences that but a few months 
since a well built brick house stood on the 





ground s while the site of many a human | 
al 


itation is often indicated by a pit dug 
in the ground and raised some two feet 
above the level, in which may be found 
crowded together families of eight and 
more individuals, 

The greatest distress in this Hsien follows 
the course of the rivers and so the work of 
relief of necessity consumes a great deal of 
time and labour. 

There is of course much distress all over 
the country, but the really famiue-stricken 
districts all lie close to one or other of the 
numerous rivers. 

On arriving here we rented a small house 
about ali from one of the worst of these 
places and the next day set to work 

Applications came in and are still com: 











staple food of the people. The husks are 
ground as fine as patie and then boiled 
(the beams of the fallen houses often serving 
as fuel) with the cut up shoots of wheat, 
forming a hard dry mass as unpalatable as 
it is indigestible ; some of those who have 
been through the terrible famine of thir- 
teen years ago informing us that after some 
fifteen days of this diet stoppage of the 
| bowels and death ensue. 
‘The foul odour in these abodes of wretch- 
; edness is already, even in this cold brac- 
ing weather, quite taying, and we cannut 
but look forward to the warm spring with 
gloomiest forebodings, dreading the deadly 
famine fever of which so little is known. 

It is to be hoped that those gentlemen, 
medical or otherwise—who have had any 
experience of the famine fever, will be 
| eatly in the field with advice, if not with 

more practical help, in the time of sickness 
we have too much reason to fear in the near 
future. 

Meanwhile we address ourselves to the 
work nearest our hands; would that we 

could do all that practical benevolence sug- 
| gests, ‘There are houses to be rebuilt, land 
| reclaimed, scores of families who need help 
| to enable them to emigrate, tools and cloth- 
' ing to be bought or redeemed from pawn, 
| and more important than all, rivers which 
| need embanking to prevent a repetition of 


| Tast year’s calamity. 
sadly from these and such- 








| But we turn 
{like suggestions conscious that important 
though they may be and doubtless are, the 
| work of saving the lives of our fellow 
ures is all important and has the first claim 
upon us. 

We look anxiously to you, my dear Mr. 
Muirhead, for the means to enable us to pro- 
seoute this work vigorously and eficiently. 
We in Shou-kuang have only touched the 











ing in, faster than ever, from all parts of | surface, the fringe so to speak of the distress, 
the country, so that I have now under my | and if we are to do anything more it must be 
hund applications for relief from the elders | done now. Thankful we are for the help so 
of over thirty villages ranging in popula- | kindly sent already, but as gratitude is sai 
tion from twenty to three hundred families | to be ‘a lively sense of favours to come,” 
each, and extending over a distance of | so wo are encouraged by the experience of 
forty li from here. Applications are com- | the past, to hope and appeal for yet more 








ing at the rate of ten and twelve per diem. 
“p to present date we have given out re- 
lief in thirteen villages to some twelve 
hundred peuple. ‘This reliof at the rate of 
ten ta'chien per diem we shall continue 

the end of the 4th moon, These thir- 
n villages are disposed of for the time 
being but are sure to repeat their applica- 
tion—two of them have already done so— 
as the distress intensifies, for we have been 
most careful to enrel on our lists none but 
the really starving. 

Every case is examined and pronounced 
on by a foreigner, ‘The possession of grain 
enough only for a few days—fowls—saleable 
furniture—tools, renders the applicant in 
eligible ; not because we are not persuaded 
of their’ need, but because we know there 
are thousan: uore needy, and the funds 

ill not permit of our relieving 
other than the really starving. 

Strong ablebodied men are struck off the 
list, and so the recipients of help are mostly 
women and children. ‘The absence of any 
member of a family at the time of examin- 
ing the houses and applicants, is held to be 
a suflicient reason for uot counting them 
in ‘hile the lists,* being made up in divi- 
sions of men, women, male and female 
children, help us considerably in guarding 
against deception. 

In every village quite a large proportion 
of the population are out day by day, some 
of them for days together—begging, gather- 
ing the sprouts of the spring wheat, grub- 
bing for roots, raking together leaves, 
 Chatfand the husks of ling at th 

aff and the husks of grain (selling at the 
normal price of wheat) the ls of the 
cotton plant, and beancaket—these are the 


* Lists of applicants drawn up by village 
elders. 

+ Beancake is very scarce, the crop here 
being an entire failure, and very little finding 
its way bere from Manchuria this year. 





























ay 

| liberal help. We appeel to all whavo lreurts 

‘prompt them to succour the widow and 

fatherless, to all who remambering the 

iercies of the ‘* One God and Father of us 

| all” to them, are generous enough to ac- 

knowledge the relationship and resp: 

bility they bear to the suffering and dying 
amongst human kind, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Frayk Hanno 

Report of two Journeys to di 

near Moukden. 

The country around Moukden suffored 
, considerably at the time of the floods last 
autumn. The southern suburbs of Mouk- 
den itself were flooded, and houses and 
property carried away in the impetuo 
Fush of waters caused by the bursting of its 
banks by the Hung River. But severe as 
was the loss sustained by people in Mouk- 
den itself and its suburbs, far severer was 
that sustained by the inhabitants of the 
country farther down the course of the 
Hung River, where the destruction took 
place on a most extensive scale. 

Tt was reported that whole villages to 
the south-west of Moukden were in a most 
pitiable state. Mr. Webster on hearing 
this despatched two men to make enquiries 
in that direction, and to bring back word 
as to what were some of the most need; 
villages, in order that help might if possi- 
ble be sent them before it was too late. 
The men came back announcing that a 
village called Mao Chia P‘u and some other 
villages in its neighbourhood were very 
destitute, many of the poor villagers having 
lost almost everything. 

Mr. Webster accordingly made arrange- 
ments to go out to the village of Mao Chia 
{ P‘u on Friday, 18th January, and return 
on the following day. We started on the 
Friday morn and reached the village 
about noon, and during the afternoon of 








ressed people 
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that day and the greater part of the follow- 
ing day we went round the village aud 
neighbourhood. We had with us the two 
men who had already been to the village 
‘and who,had taken note of some of the worst 
cases, and their knowledge of these cases 
was of much value to us, for we were thus 
able to go over more ground, and saved the 
risk of giving to families ‘that were less 
destitute than their neighbours. We might 
indeed well have given to every house we 
entered, but we chose rather to help those 
who had absolutely nothing to eat, nothing 
of any nourishment. The husks of the 
Kaoliang or a little beancurd refuse, was 
the only food that many of them had tasted 
for days, and the injurious effects of these 
were apparent in not a few cases. We 
endeavoured to go over as many cases as 
we could whilst giving to each a quantity 
of millet sufficient to sustain life for several 
weeks, In estimating how many of afamily 
there were to help we did not reckon the 
men belonging to it, we only reckoned 
women and children. 

Some instances of the actual state of 
affairs and of our method of procedure may 
serve as indicative of what we saw and did 
in every case. 

In the first house we visited there were 
two families, one family of 6 people and 
another family of 5 people, Belonging to 
the first family were two children and a 
little infant, No food was to be found in 
the house except a little refuse of the bean- 
curd. Accordingly we gave 1} tow of millet. 
‘To the other family we gave 2b tow as the 
members of it were all either women or 
children of a considerable size and had ab- 
solutely no food. ‘The room in which the 
two families were living seemed warm, but 
it could be warm only to those entering it 
from the intense cold outside, for the mud 
wall was frozen almost all round the room. 
One or two boxes constituted all the pro- 


rty. 

In the second house we came to things 
at first sight seemed a little better. There 
were two apartments, more boxes, odd little 
pieces of furniture and some water kongs. 
‘And yet the case was perhaps just as hard 
‘a one as the first, for so far as food went 
three bits of mantou that had been begged 
that morning constituted all the supply. 
‘There were five people in all amnongst whom 
was a little gir! who had been in ill-health 
since the time of the floods, ‘The head of 
the family wss absent ; he had gone away 
at the time of the floods and never returned. 
‘To this family we gave 2 tou. 

In the third house there was a man laid 
low with the Shang-han fever and a boy 
who had got his foot frozen from begging 
on the road. ‘The whole family comprised 
six people and to them we gave 2 fo 

‘The fourth house was extremely cold, tne 
mud wall being frozen even quite clove to 
the fire of sticks in the earthenware basin. 
No food was to be found except a little 
crushed husk of kaotiang. ‘Their allowance 
was 2 tou, 

In the fifth house there were eleven 
people, There we saw a large bundle of 
dlothes which had been completely spoiled 
by the water at the time of the flood: 

In the sixth house were two families with 
no food. 

In tho seventh house the appearance of 
things seemed to indicate that previous to 
the floods the family had been fairly well- 
to-do, Cupboards, boxes and other pieces 
of furniture were seen, but these could not 
be sold to any advantage. 

In the eighth house we came upon a 
second case of Shang-han fever; in this 
case a woman being the sufferer. 

In the ninth house which was very cold 
‘there was one very old woman, a woman 
with a large tumour on her neck and a little 
child of three weeks old. 

‘The tenth house was that of aman who 
had lost a good deal of property, his origi- 
nal dwelling and almost everything in it 
having been carried away by the river, 


The eleventh house was only ten feet 
long and in it were ten people including a 
very young child and a very old woman. 
There was unly a very small fire and no food. 

Tn the thirteenth house was a man who 
had fever in its first stages; he was crouch- 
ing over a little fire and presented a most 
pitiable spectacle. 

In the nineteenth house was a woman 
laid low with some fever. 

In the twentieth three people had fever. 
In this house there was also an infant. 

In the twenty-third house was an old 
woman who was quivering in every nerve. 
Two little boys belonging to the house were 
said to be out beyging when we were there. 

In the twenty-fifth house was another 
case of Shang-han fever, and again another 
in the twenty-seventh, 

In the twenty-ninth the head of the 
house had left a wife and three children to 
the mercy of circumstances. 

In the thirtieth house we saw plenty of 
wood which we were told was got by break- 
ing up a boat which the owner of the | 
house had formerly possessed. ‘The cir- 
cumstance that no matting or straw of any 
kind was on the k'ang testified to the 
poverty of the inhabitants. 

‘The thirty-fifth house consisted only of 
avery small old room and in it were five 
people stricken with fever. 

In the thirty-eighth house were eight 
people, two of them blind. A sun of the 
family had lost. his life in the floods. 

Such are a few instances, and they are 
only representative of all. A similar state | 
of things prevailed in every one of the | 
hundred families we visited. On a single 
k’ang were sometimes three whole famili 
some rooms were very cold, others were | 
filled with black smoke. In several in- | 
stances people had admitted in their 
houses one, two or three families, and | 
those thus admitted, while they were some- | 
times surrounded with bread enough that 
was not theirs, were themselves actually | 
starving. In one part of the village the 
water rose to the depth of six feet and swept 
away the dwelling houses, ten people losin: 
their lives, So great was the misery an 
want that the neighbours who had still | 
something to spare could not have given to 
any extent at all without themselves being ! 
speedily reduced to the same state as the | 
others. { 

During the following week, on Wednes- | 
day, 23rd January, we tookasecond journey. 
‘This time we went to a village somewhat 
farther north named Yang Shan Tun. 
‘The distance being not quite so great, onl 
351i from Moukden, we went and return 
on the same day. ‘The weather was much | 
milder than on the previous occasion, | 
when indeed, we could not keep ourselves | 
warm, and in hardly a single house was 
there anybody but was as near as possible | 
to the little fire of sticks. On account of 
the milder weather we did not witness so 
many people shivering over a fre, though | 
had the weather been as cold as on the | 
former occasion, the same wretched spec- 
tacles of people crouching round their hittle 
fires would have been seen. Another dif- 
ference was the greater number of those 
who had been admitted as lodgers ; and the 
Gondition of the people before the time of 
the floods seemed to have been more pro- 
sperous. Cases of fever, too, were less 
common. These circumstances tended to 
make us more sparing in giving help and | 
many pretty hard cases were probably | 
passed by. 

On each journey we gave help to upwards | 
of a thousand families. On the former 
journey we gave an average of 2 fon to each 
family, on the latter we gave somewhat less 

for the reason stated above. i 
Mr. Webster has up to date given 
grain to the value of 2,455 tiaos or 270 
Shanghai taels, and has relieved upwards 
of 300 families to a greater or less extent. 
The help given to them, it is true, was not 
much, but a little help would relieve some 
, suffering and lessen some misery, and at 









































| for herbs. 


the new year season would give a little joy 
perhaps té the otherwise joyless days of 
these poor people. 

The sufferings of many must be extreme ; 
with little clothing and no food in such cold 
weather they are unable almost to move 
from their k‘ang. The fact that almost 
every house has a little fire is the only - 
redeeming feature in their situation, But 
what wretched spectacles they present con- 
tinually crouching over that fire. A little 
done for them just now will go a great way 
in helping them and much further than 
much more done for them in time to come 
when they will be unable to receive the 
same benefit from food, and when many of 
them if they have not already succumbed 
will probably be laid low with fever or 
disease of some kind. 

In appealing then for more help we would 
only lay before you these few facts of the 
condition of two villages, and ask you to 
consider that the same condition prevails 
for miles and miles around, and that the 
women and children (not to speak of the 
men at all) are beyond the reach of any of 
the systems of relief adopted by the native 
authorities. 

Janes A, Wvute, 
Moukden, Manchuria, 

26th January. 

Deax Mx. Mummeap,—Many thanks 
for your kind message and welcome con- 
tribution towards this Moukden famine 
fund, When your telegram arrived we 
were discussing the situation. We knew 
by personal visitation that thousands in 


| the outlying districts of Moukden were i 


a desperate condition, and that unless im- 
mediate help was given many would never 
get through the winter. We resolved 
therefore to go ahead with relief, and 
trusted that the funds would be forth- 
coming as soon as the charitable knew the 
facts of the case. Your contribution is 
therefore particularly opportune. Please 
convey to the kind contributors the thanks 
of wy colleagues and myself. 

Mr. Wylie and I start again to-morrow 
morning ‘on a relief expedition, Some 
notes were taken by Wylie as we went 
along on our former visits and he has sent 
@ report to Dr. Williamson which I trust 
will reach you. It is most unfortunate 
that we are so isolated, A month at least 
must elapse before this reaches you. But 
remember we have still two months of 
winter before us, and three months before 
the poor creatures can dig in this ground 

‘Another thing I see in the 
istance and should much like to make 
me provision against, What are the 
people to du when spring comes and the 
ground is ready for seed? If, when the 
spring time comes, they had a little grain 

ey might be able to pick themselves up, 
and take heart to build again their wrecked 
and ruined homes. 

‘Meantime our clear duty is, as far as we 
can, to give food to the Derithing T sine 
cerely hope that the channels of Christian 
charity are not all closed. They seldom 
are in Shanghai, to your credit be it spoken. 

We have set ourselves to relieve this 
misery, and save the lives of famine-stricken 
women and children. A little goes a long 
way. 




















Yours sincerely, 
J. Wenster. 
Moukden, 27th Jan. 


THE TIENTSIN GAS COMPANY. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cunva Datty News, 

Dean Smt,—The fate of the Tientsin Gas 
Company for some time appeared to be 
very uncertain, 

‘Ready money seemed scarce and came 
dripping in very slowly indeed, and many 
were of the opinion that Mr. Poulsen's 
beautiful little scheme had to be or had 
been dropped, 
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‘We were then agreeably surprised a few 
days ago by receiving a citcular containing 
a new plan for starting the Company, on a 
reduced scale, capital 9,000. 

‘A general meeting of subscribers and all 
interested was held on Friday, the 15th 
instant. 

Mr. D. Fitz-Henry, of the provisional 
committee, took the chair, and in a few 
clear and’ eloquent words explained the 
details of the new plan. Some questions 
having been put and satisfactorily answered, 
the scheme was carried unanimously and 
the provisional committee, Messrs. D. Fitz- 
Henry, J. Wilson, H. Ballauf, R. 
and C. Poulsen, were re-elected as Directors. 

So we are now to have our streets and 
houses properly lighted thanks tothe highly 
praiseworthy diainterostedness and zealous 

severance with which the starter, Mr. 

‘oulsen, has fought for his idea and to the 
energy and savoir-faire shown by the Board 
of Directors. : 

‘The undertaking is a good and solid one 
and there is every reason to believe that it 
must pay, and surely the whole community 
hore wish a succesful voyage to the little 
craft so gallantly and skilfully launched in 
apite of difiiculties. 











Yours, ete. 
Fiat Li 





‘Tientsin, 8th February. 





LOCK HOSPITAL. 
To the Chairman of the 
Mestcrrat Cousci, Suaxanat. 

Sir,—I see in the North-China Herald 
of the 22nd instant, « Petition addressed to 
the Municipal Council by a considerabie 
number of residents praying for the aboli- 
tion of a certain regulation which purports 
to check immorality but has, in the opinion 
of the petitioners, the opposite effect. 

Being at a distance from Shanghai I had 
no opportunity of signing the Petition be- 
fore it was presented. 

But as my oftice lays on me responsibilities 
both to the Foreign Community of Shangh: 
and to the Chinese, and as I earnestly tr 
the Couneil may soo its way speedily to 
comply with the prayer of the Petitioners, 
Teg that you will allow my name to be 
added to those appended to the documont 
‘which was printed by your order. 

Thave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. E. Movie, 
Bishop of the Church of England 
in Mid, China, 

Hangehow, 26th Feb. 

P.S,—I take the liberty of forwarding a 
copy of this letter to the Editor of the 
North-China Daily News for publication. 

















THE FAMINE IN MANCHURIA. 
To the Editor of the 
Norrn-Cumsa Dany New 
Sn Our Relief Committee is desirous 
of thanking the various subscribers in 
Shanghai, Peking, Tientsin, Chefoo, and 
Port Arthur, as well as our local commu- 
nity, for their subscriptions amounting so 
farto Tis. 1,445 and $415, The greater 
part of this we owe to the kindness and 
energy of the Rey. W. Muirhead and Mr. 
W. R. Carles, H.M. Vice-Consul. Before 
Jong I shall ask you to kindly publish a 
short account of how the money has been 
spent and how many peel le have received 
help sufficient to enable them to keep body 
and soul together during the winter. ‘The 
subscribers may be satisfied that every cent 
has been laid out to the best possible ad- 
vantage ; and, though it is unhappily a 
moral certainty that some hundreds, if not 
thousands, of poor creatures will die of 
famine fever resulting from the insufficiency 
of the wretched food they have managed to 
exist on so far, consisting as it does of a 
minimum of millet with a maximum of | 














husks and weeds—generally minus the mil- 
let—a4ill i¢ will be some’ consolation to 
know that hundreds, who must otherwise 
have starved todeath, have been kept going 
through the winter by our timely aid. 
Ian, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
W. Houtano, 
Bon. See. Newehwung 
Raief Fund. 
Newchwang, 4th Feb. 





A FISH STORY. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cruxa Dary New: 
Sm,—The ‘magnificent work” of the 
Roman Catholic Missionaries includes the 
Sheng Six Pao, “‘Sacred Heart Gazette,” 
published at Zi-ka-wei for the instruction of 





the Chinese. Tn the number for the eighth 
month of last year is a ‘fish marvel” in 
substance as follows. A saint built o 
religious retreat where in a very clear 
shallow pool wore only three fish, one very 
beautiful. So the saint gave orders that 
they should not be caught or disturbed, 
which was “not his own fancy merely, but 
the Lord’s will.” But this too strict divine 
rule was afterwards relaxed, so that one 
fish a day might be caught.” But though 
caught, still three aud only three remained 
in the pool! After this the saint was ill 
and, to tempt his palate, his attendants 
secretly caught and cooked two of the fish 
instead of one. ‘The smoking fish, one 
boiled, the other baked, were set before 
the saint, He asked whence came the 
fish. The servants replied: Both fish, 
spiritual father, we caught from the pool 
for you to choose which one you like. ‘The 
saint, enraged, ordered them thrown back 
into the water, This was done, the priest 
prayed, and at once the cooked fish wri 
gled into life again, and were seen swim- 
ming about the pool ! 

If in all the rubbish of Tauism and Bud- 
dhism there is a more absurd tale to bolster 
up priestly claims, will the learned Jesuits 
of Bhanghai ‘plecso point it out? ‘This 
puerile i story the Ghinese are taught to 

lieve no less than the noble and beneficent 
miracles recorded in the Gospels. Do the 
“spiritual fathers” regard this as one of 
the pious frauds supposed to contain 
spiritual food for the ignorant? Or do they 
really believe it to be true? If the latter, 
will they kindly tell us the name of the 
saint in English and when and whero and 
how he lived, and give us good historical 
evidence for the truth of the story. Other- 
wise how must thinking men regard their 
claim to be specially fitted to teach science 
and morals? 

















Georor L, Masoy. 
Hangchow, 22nd Feb. 
Ad Editorem 
Norri-Carxa Darty News. 
Hosorastits Eprron,—Anglice lingwe 
non sat perito mihi liceat, alio quidem, 
omnibus tamen Europe litteratis obvio 
ad quasita Di, George L. Mason 
respondere :— 
Hane de piscibus multiplicatis et redi- 
storiam non ego pififraude, ut jocanti 
placet insinuare, finsi. Totam inveniet in 
opere cui titulus ‘Acta Sanctorum” ab 
optime notis Bollandiatis edito tomo 34, 
Pagina 394 ot seq. 


Nomen San 








Neotus latine, vulgo 
um 877 in oceidenti 
Anglia vivebat clara stirpe oriundus et regis, 
Alfredi cognatus. Multos ad veram fidem 
adduxit in ill terra perillustri que Sancto- | 
rum insula appellari meruit. 

3°. Multum abest ut dictam de piscibus ! 
traditionem non secus ac evangelica mira- 
ula eredendam proponamus. ‘Toto cele | 
erraret qui hoc putaret. Rem ut testimo- 
nio humano relatam nullo autem modo ut 
fidei fundamentum nec ut miraculum ab! 
ecclesia probatum, sed simpliciter prout in | 
vita Sancti Neoti narratur exhibemus, 














sta,” ait biographus, “ fere omneset ma- 
xime comprovinciales celeberrima concinunt 
relatione.” 

4°. Utrum autem factum de piscibus nt 
certo probatum admittam? Ad hoc respon- 
deo cum biographo de alio puncto disserenti 
“Hoe tamen nec pro rei insolenti® syllogi. 
sando probare contendo nec de Dei potenti 
diftisus abnegare presumo.” Miracula pos- 
ibilia sunt et multa quibus Se prebuit 
“Deus mirabilem in Sanctis suis” juridice 
subjecta et invieté pro- 
bata sunt. Alia autem multa sunt que tam 
accurate examinata nondum fuerunt et ideo, 
sicut alia facta historica, vel certa, vel plus 
minus probabilia hubentue que tamen ple- 
rumque non sine fructu leguntur. 

Si magnum opus Bollandistarum non 
habeat D. Mason, illud in bibliothecd Zi-ka- 
wei invenire et evolvere poterit. 

Sueno S1v-Pao, EDITOR SINBNSIS, 

Zi-ka-wei, die 3A. Marti, 1889, 

















iiscetlancons. 


THE CAPITAL OF COREA. 
Seoul, Corea, 3ist Oct., 1888, 

It is the City of Ichabod. A few years 
ago—a few, that is, in the life of a city— 
Corea was ‘educating the Japanese people 
in the arts; Satsuma ware was born in 
Seoul. ‘To-day there is not a piece of por- 
celain to be bought in the city worth carry- 
ing away, A few years ago it took an army 
of 130,000 men under the greatest. general 
Japan’ has ever had, to conquer the coun- 
try. To-day the advent of thirty American 
marines threw 150,000 Coreans into a 
panic, Yesterday I visited one of the old 
‘laces, Pushing the door open to enter, 

almost pushed it off its hinges; the 
spacious entrance-terrace is a mulberry 
orchard ; grass grows in the stables ; the 
throne on which the king sat to receive his 
ministers is black with mildew ; the splen- 
did carvings are rotting from the lofty roofs; 
not a soul sets foot in these deserted halls, 
Oadest of all, as we stood in silence by the 
great pillars of the throne-room—this in 
actual fact, not an imaginative correspon- 
dent’s white lie, ask Mr, Consul Ford who 
was with me—a dove cooed to ue from her 
nest in one of the carven capitals, It was 
the vision of Omar Khayyam 

“The palace that to heaven its columns 

threw, 

And kiugs the forehead on its theshold drew, 

1 saw the solitary ring-dove there, 

And ‘Coo, coo, coo,’ she cried, and ‘Coo, 

‘coo, coo,’ 

Sooul (pronounced variously Sool, Sow, 
and Say-ool, and erroneously marked on 
almost all maps as Kinkitau, the name of 
the province) is a city of about 150,000 
people, of whom 500 are Chinese, '400 
Japanese, and 25 Europeans and Aneri- 
cans, excluding missionaries. It is sur- 
rounded by a more or less dilapidated wall, 
pierced by several imposing gateways, ali 
of which are closed at sunset at ‘tho 
sound of a great bell, and the keys 
Pltced for the might in ehargo of the 

ing’s guard at the palace. On one side 
of the city a second wall encloses the palace 
and the royal domain, and from the farthest 
point of this a stony mountain rises abrupt- 
{y and symmetrically to a sharp peak. ‘The 
city is surrounded by mountains, an 
like the palm of one’s hand when the 
fingers are turned upwards, but this one, 
Namshan, is the highest, and every night 
about eight o'clock a beacon blazes for a 
few minutes from its summit. On some 
hill top of the west coast, if order reigns, a 
signal-fire is lighted after sunset every day. 
Another hill top further north repeata it if 
all is quiet there too, and so from moun- 
tain to mountain the’ bonfires travel round 
the Hermit Land—along the shore of the 
Yellow Sea, across the frontier of Man. 
churis, by Russian Tartary down the Sea of 
Japan, coasting the Corean Strait, up the 
Yellow Sea again, and inland to the capital, 
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till at last the sudden blaze upon Nam- 
shan, almost in the royal gardens, tells His 
anxious Majesty that one more day through- 
out his kingdom has passed in peace. 

Seoul has two wide streets, and two only. 
For a quarter of a mile in front of the 
palace and then at a right angle for a mile 
or 80, there is a fine well-kept road fifty 
yards wide, while everywhere else in the 
city the average width is probably about 
twelve feet. Almost all are traversed by 
an unsavoury gutter, sometimes down the 
middle, sometimes at the sides, while every 
now and then you cross a kind of canal- 
sewer, a lingering shallow stream of water, 
refuse and filth. Needless to add, there- 
fore, that the atmosphere of Seoul is very 
offensive to the nostrils. The houses are 
built of wood and paper, and all thatched, 
for it is forbidden for anybody except an 
official to cover himself with a tiled roof. 
‘The shops are segregated in streets accord- 
ing to their wares, Thus, the grain- 
market is in the wide street, and for half « 
mile this is covered with broad shallow 
baskets full of rice, millet, beans, and many 
other seeds, among which the merchants 
and their customers walk and talk. The 
cabinet-makers occupy a whole street, the 
second-hand dealers another, then dealers in. 
piece-goods have a row of warehouses, the 
gold and silversmiths live along the canal, 
and soon, But there is nothing whatever 
for a stranger to buy, I went toa score of 
cabinet-makers’ shops to purchase one of the 
curious little cabinets, but the most expen- 
sive one I could find cost only two dollars 
and that was not worth carrying home. 

is made except to 
order; the embroidery is shoddy; the 
paintings are ghastly ; the carving is be- 
neath contempt. Here, too, the glory has 
departed, 

‘A street full of Coreans suggests the 
orthodox notion of the resurrection. Every- 
body is in white robes, and even though a 
man has got only one suit in the world, it 
is clean, When he goes home at night, if 
he belongs to this poor class, he retires to 
bed and his wife washes and pummels his 
clothes. I say ‘ pummels,” for ironing i 
an unknown art in Corea. After being 
washed, the calico is stretched on a 
wooden block and then with a flat 
block of wood in each hand the woman 
pounds it for hours, After sunset all Seon! 
rings with the dactylic tap-tap-tap, tap-tap- 
tap of these domestic voices of the night, 
as with the incessant cry of a million 
strident insects. The dress of the women 
is extraordinary, ‘and certainly, to quote 
Dr. Johnson, they must have been at in- 
finite pains to invent it, for by nature no 
one could be such a fool. The upper gar- 
ment consists of sleeves and an apology for 
the body of a jacket about six inches deep 
and reaching therefore about three inches 
below the armpits. The skirt is a great 
baggy petticoat attached to a broad waist- 
band which begins about six inches below 
where the jacket ends, Between the two 
there is nothing, that is to say, except six 
inches of dirty Grown, skin exposing just 
those parts of the body which all other 
women in the world prefer to conceal, The 
effect is disgusting. Boreover, as if to em. 
phasise this ludicrous exhibition, these very 
women are most particular to hide their faces 
from any man. The theory is that a male 
Corean always looks the other way, but the 
moment a foreigner comes in sight they 
hastily draw cver their faces the folds of 
the light cloak worn hanging from the 
head. It is a pity they have not fairy god- 
mothers to supply them all with invisible 
caps. Seoul would be the more attractive. 
‘The Corean men, on the other hand, are 
fine fellows, tall, well-built, graceful, digni- 
fied, generally possessing regular features. 
‘They all have, too, a well fed look, although 
the standard of ‘physical living is about 
as low as is possible. Poverty reigns 
in Seoul—extreme, universal and hope- 
jess, And the explanation is to be found 
In one elegant word—nyangban, The 
































mgban is the official, from the prime 
minister to the lowest hanger-on of the 
palace. All Corean society consists of two 
classes, those who are nyangbans and those 
who are not. All work is done by the 
latter, aud the problem of the former is 
how to get most of the product of it with 
least trouble, By taxes, by enforced bribes, 
by threats, by ‘* squeezes,” in short, 
by every known or discoverable form of 
extortion, the uyangban makes the other 
support him. Consequently the other takes 
good care not to earn a cash more than will 
keep the life in his own body and enable 
him just to hold the nyaugban at arm's 
length, Hence, by an obvious chain of 
causation, the utter rottenness and inertness 
and stagnation of Corean society. Any 
proposed change for the better has against 
it the whole nywugban tribe, that is, every- 
body in Corea above the hewers of wood 
and drawers of water. And the people 
themselves have fallen below the stage at 
which they could initiate the sole step that 
would save them—“swift revolution, chang- 
ing depth with height.” Is there, then, 
auy hope for Corea? Only from outside. 

As an illustration of the social condition 
of Corea, take an event which occurred a 
week before I reached here. There isa 
guild or secret society uf the colportenrs of 
Corea, having wealthy merchants in the 
capital for its apex and the army of intiner- 
ant peddlers traversing the country in all 
directions for its base. It was discovered 
‘or suspected at the palace that a conspiracy 
threatening the throne was hatching among 
the members of this guild. Therefore 
one afternoon six of the most prominent 
members, rich merchants, were seized, 
thrown into prison—the barracks either 
contain or constitute the prison—and the 
same evening, when the General in com- 
mand found leisure or energy to attend to 
the matter, the unlucky six were quietly 
strangled. ' There is “no infernal non- 
nse” about trial or conviction or sentence 
in the “Land of the Morning Calm.” Se 
much for law. Politics is on the same level. 
I have three letters of introduction to 
Corean statesmen. One is dead, the second 
is in banishment at Hongkong, the third 
sent me his card with a polite message that 
he had just been appointed Prime Minister 
and therefore could no longer talk about 

olities !" And another little illuminating 
fact is that when a Corean statesman is 
banished or executed for political trespasses, 
his wife and daughters and all his woman- 
kind are taken and attached as a sort of 
permanent staff of prostitutes to one of 
the departments of State for the use of 
the Minister and his assistants. This 
is the country for which the United 
States are supposed to be shedding 
tears of sympathy and where they are cer- 
tainly, through some of their representa- 
tives, engaged in a ludicrous course of 
political intrigue. But with Corea as a 
centre of the politics of the Pacific I shall 
deal in a later letter. 

Before I left Seoul I had the honour of 
an audience with His Majesty the King, 
‘Mr. Colin Ford, the British Consul-General, 
presenting me. We were received at the 
palace at three o'clock by half a dozen 
Vice-presidents of the Foreign Office, in a 
small detached wooden building where we 
sat for a quarter of an hour drinking 
champagne over a green baize table, seated 
on ordinary foreign chairs, and with gim- 
crack brass electric light fittings over our 
heads. Then an officer came for us and in 
solemn single file we proceeded through 
the grounds and yards to the central open 
pavilion where alone the King holds 
audience, first the official court interpreter, 
Mr. Kim, a Corean nobleman, as no one of 
lower rank is admitted to the presence of the 
sovereign, then Mr, Ford, then myself, 
and more officials in broad-winged hats and 
gorgeous purple robes bringing up the rear. 
‘As soon as we came in sight of the King, an 
official left His Majesty’s side and instructed 
us in a loud voice in the method of our 
































| approach—left turn, ten steps, right ture, 
‘ten steps, bow, up two steps, bow, up two 
| more steps, right turn, five steps, and bow, 
all of which brought us face to face with 
+he King across a small square table. Mr. 

| Kim assumed crouching position from 
| the first moment, like # sportsman stalking 
| covey from behind a hedge, and never 
| quitted it till we were out of the royal sight 
‘again. ‘The first thing that caught my eye 
| was a three and sispeuny English hearthrag 
| of glaring red and green which formed the 
| cover of His Majesty's reception table, The 
| second thing was that our noble interpreter 
| Was so overcome. by tinding himself in the 
| presence that his English took wings and 
jhe could scarcely articulate. ‘The King 
is a little man, dressed in handsome 
dark red silk richly embroidered with 
gold, wearing a pot hat of similar mate- 
jrial.’ His hands he kept hidden in his 
{voluminons sleeves, His face is pale but 
very pleasing, brimming over with good 
|nature, and each of his questions he 
chattered out with a rippling nervous laugh 
| like a girl's, And each time he laughed 
we could see a large yellow bead of some- 
thing he was chewing. On each side of 
him stood a big solemn-faced minister sug- 
gesting from time to timea word or a proper 
inquiry. Poor Mr. Kim, however, was & 
broken reed, ‘The King asked something 
with a merry laugh. After a short pause & 
Hfaint and shuddering gurgle emerged from 
beneath Mr, Kim's low bent head.“ What 
does he say?” asked Ford of me (I was 
| standing between them) behind his hand. 


Igive it up,” Iretumed. 1 thank Fi 




















Majesty,” said the Consul, taking the bull 
by the horns, ‘for the honour of t 
dience.” ‘The King laughed again, as if it 


were an excellent joke, and asked some- 
thing else. ‘This time 1 uudged Mr. Kim 
and listened intently. Slowly in an awer 
stricken tone the words came, “ His Ma- 
ty hopes your king is quite well.” Ford 
looked at me beseechingly and I whispered, 
‘Hopes your King’s quite well,” trying to 
keep astraight face. ‘I thank His Majesty,” 
replied the Consul boldly, thinking he was 
now on safe ground, and not having caught 
my words ; Tam quite well.” ‘This time 
when His Majesty giggled, we both giggled 
with him. ‘And so on, over the usual 
routine questions for a quarter of an hour, 
when the King graciously expressed his 
good wishes for your correspondent’s j 
ney and we retired, carrying away 
impression of a capital little fellow, rather 
in awe of his own big ministers.’ After- 
wards, with similar formalities, I was 
presented to the Crown Prince, a flabby- 
raced youth of about nineteen, bloated 
with dissipation, turning helplessly to two 
horrible eunuchs, who stood beside him, for 
what he should gay to us, bobbing up'and 
down and almost slobbering in his pitiable 
physical nervousness—a dreadful object, 
more fit 80 far as looks go to occupy a seat 
in an asylum for idiots than a throne, 

‘The foreign community at Seoul consists, 
asI said, of about a score of people excluding 
[ Japanese, of whom there is a long street 
of merchants and artisans. Great Britain 
is represented by an Acting Consul-General, 
Mr. Colin Ford, whose hospitality I enjoy 
ed ; M. Charles Waeber looks very sharply 
after Russian interests, and with Madame 

Waeber contrives that) most visitors shall 
carry away grateful recollections of charming 
entertainment ; the Hon. Hugh Dinsmore 
takes care of American interests and 
‘Americans ; there are diplomatic represen- 
tatives of Germany, France, and Japan, and 
a Commissioner of Customs. A good man 

fnissiouarios still stay in Seoul, although 
they are now forbidden to preach, and 
one only, an excellent doctor, is permitted 
to practise, in charge of a free hospital and 
any number of daily out-patients. The 
little community manages with difficulty to 
amuse itself, and the recent threatened 
attack was welcome break in the mono- 
tony ofits life. Atone time a few weeks 
ago things looked serious for a while, All 
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the Chinese servants left, simply sayin 
that the foreigners were to be killed anc 
they dare not stay ; arms were brought out 
and cleaned and loaded ; the Russian Lega- 
tion was prepared for a siege and everybody 
was ready to rendezvous there at a signal of 
three rifle-shots, and a rocket, if at night. 
‘Thirty American marines, however, marched 
up one night; a number of Russians fol- 
lowed, and although upwards of twenty 
Coreans were butchered in the streets by 
their compatriots, no foreigner was dis- 
turbed. But the beacon did not blaze 
from Nam-shan that night. 

Hesry Noww 








A LECTURE BY DR. HIRTH. 

Trade between China and the Roman 
Orient formed the subject of an interesting 
lecture delivered by Dr. F. Hirth, of the 
1.C. Customs Service, before the Gesells- 
chaft fiir Erdkunde, at Berlin, on the 8th 
December last. 

After complaining of the scanty reference 
in the Roman annals to the intercourse 
between the two Empires, the lecturer 
proceeded to derelop a lively picture of 
the trade, such as he had been able to com- 
pose from his researches in the Chinese 
records of the times, Silk was perhaps the 
most important and most valuable article 
drawn from China—it found its way pro- 
bably overland to the shores of the 
phrates whence it was conveyed by boat 
through the Persian Gulf, the Indian Ocean 
and the Red Sea to Petra or Rekem in 
Arabia, thence again overland ‘by ‘Tyre. 
Here it was dyed and, interwoven with 
gold threads, made into tissues, Next 
to silk, iron and skins were much appre- 
ciated ‘by the Syrian traders. Rolying on 
an estimate of this trade given by Pliny, 
Dr. Hirth opines that produce from the 
Roman markets was given in exchange for 
these commodities, and Chinese records give 
& list of sixty different articles, foremost 
amongst which seventeen different kinds 
of tissues must be mentioned. Glass, too, 
‘was much appreciated amongst the Chinese, 
At that time there existed ten difforent 
kinds of coloured glass which the Chinese 
considered as natural products, a cireum- 
stance which was made good use of by the 
smart Syrian dealers in their transactions 
with the Chinese, Until the beginning of 
the fifth century, the importation of glass 
constituted a” most flourishing 
About that time Indian or perhaps Syrian 
workmen taught the Chinese the process 
of making glass; it was however soon 
lost and glass from the West again be- 
came a favourite article in the exchanges. 
A fresh impetus was given to, the industry 
of glass-making in China by the expedition 
of Chinese junks to the ports of India and 
Arabia in A.D. 1430, In 1431 Chinese 
junks arrived in Jeddah and it is probably 
fom that place that the leader of tho ex. 
Podlition brought glass-bloveers. to China, 

‘romn this time the modern industry of 
glassware manufacture may be said to have 
taken its origin. An important trade was 

robably done in jewels, amber and corals, 
for. repeated reference is made to these 
articles in the Chinese records. Incense 
and myrrh must be added to the list and it 
is noteworthy that with the importation of 
the foreign articles alange number of foreign 
terms, notably from the Persian and Arabic, 
were introduced into the Chinese language. 

‘The overland trade was carried on until 
A.D. 166 when a ravaging plague decimated 
the Eastern provinces of the Roman Em- 

ire and did havoc alike in the Chinese 

mpire—then the enterprising Syrian wer- 
chants took the sea route to China and 
purchased the silks direct on the Chinese 
markets. In order to obtain the favour of 
the Chinese Court the Syrian merchants 
introduced themselves as Ambassadors from 
the Roman Emperor and offered valuable 
presents. On the way out the boats 
probably stopped at Indian ports, in Ceylon, 
or Sumatra—the end of the journey was 























trade, |a 


reached in a city on the borders of Annam 
outside the Chinese frontier. According to 
Ptolemy, Kattigara formed the end station 
of this trade. Where this Kattigara is to be 
looked for has formed the subject of man; 
theories, andthemodern Nanking, themout 
of the Meikong, Canton and even Singapore 
have been suggested as likely spots of 
the old emplacement. Dr. Hirth agrees 
with von Richthofen who places the 
old Kattigara on Annamese territory 
near the Chinese frontier, and adduces 
in support of his contention the fact 
that according to a Chinese chronicler 
the territory of the Kattigara was separated 
from China by a bronze wall. The story of 
the bronze wall deserves attention for it 
may be concluded from it that Kattigara 
was situated in a country where copper was 
acheap metal, and to locate Kattigara on 
the coast of Tongking is a suggestion which 
may not be far from the actual fact. ‘The 
old Chinese frontier was marked not by a 
bronze wall but by bronze columns which 
were constantly guarded by a chosen garri- 
son. Chinese annals affirm that the terminus 
of the sea journey from the West was either 
at a place in the Gulf of Bengal, or at a 
on the cost of Annam near the 
yhinese frontier. In the third century of 
our era, the trade was transferred from the 
coast of Tongking to Canton, and the fur- 
ther development of the foreign trade at 








ju-|Canton and other places of the Chinese 


‘evast belongs to the period of the middle 
ages. The work of the old Syrians as the 
ioneers of trade to the East was continued 
yy the Arabs. and Persians. Until the 
arrival of the Portuguese at the close of 
the 15th century the former were do- 
minant on the Chinese markets, Also for 
this period valuable information is to be 
obtained from the Chinese historians who 
complete and supplement the records of the 
Arabian chroniclers. 

A large and appreciative audience was 
present at this interesting lecture. 








A VISIT 10 A JAPANESE 
FORTUNE-TELLER. 

I was curious to find outif there exists any 
difference between Japanese fortune-telling, 
and that which obtains in our nati’ land, 
I had heard of a celebrated fortune-teller 
ina Japanese sea-port town, and determined 
to make his acquaintance. A visit to such 
rsonage would be certain at least to 
afford amusement. Perhaps, too, that love 
of the superstitious, which so seldom alto- 
gether forsakes us, had some part in wm: 

letermination. Ho’ that may be, 
lost no time in carrying my plan into execu- 














tion. A suitable interpreter was found in 
the person of « boy about fourteen years 
old. his 


His mother being Japanese an 
father English, he spoke both languages 
indifferently. "My own knowledge of Ja- 

nese does not much extend beyond Ohaio 
Pohick answers to ‘how d'ye dot’) and 
Saionara (which represents ‘goodbye’. I 
hope if any Japanese scholar * happen” on 
these lines, he will mercifully spare, and not 
make ‘a show of me openly.’ I wish only 
to give that impartial account which is the 
special privilege of ignorance. Like Mr. 
Skimpole Tam ‘a mere child’ in matters 
connected with the Mikado’s dominions, 
and ‘not accountable.’ ‘To return from my 
brief excursion into apologetics. My youth- 
ful interpreter and myself journeyed through 
devious paths in search of the Sage. I 
fancied my young friend looked upon our 
errand with but thinly disguised contempt 
—he was a very matter of fact young man. 
After many enquiries, we arrived at our 
destination. It was a neat little house, 
with a tiny courtyard, a tiny entrance 
and tiny rooms. My guide rapped on the 
bars of asliding door, and shouted out some 
equivalent for ‘open sesame.’ His summons 
brought a damsel, who received us with the 
customary Japanese politeness. By the by, 
how polite “and charming the Japanese 




















always are when you meet them casually, 





but what a nuisance they are when it comes 
to business. As we entered, a middle-sized 
man was teaching two boys something or 
other. Amusement seemed to be combined 
with the instruction but it is nearly always 
so in Japan. ‘They are a dark complexioned 
people, but there is little that is gloomy 
about them. The ready smile is always 
waiting torise to the surface at the smallest 
encouragement, In this case the pupils 
were laughing heartily but stopped as 
we appeared upon the scene. ‘Their teacher 
informed us that the sage we were seeking 
was at the moment absent from home. He 
added that a substitute was at hand if I 
cared to see him. As there was as much 
fun to be expected from one as another, I 
at once assented. We were next informed 
that it would be neceseary to go into an 
inner chamber, That, of course, meant 
taking off our boots. This we accordingly 
proceeded to do. We were then ushered 
into a place which was evidently the sooth- 
sayer'’s sanctum. In the centre was a 
table upon which were piled books of many 
kinds. At its left hand corner stood a 
vase containing anumber of slender sticks ; 
they were about eighteen inches long an 

Deautifully tapered towards one end. ‘They 
seemed to be of cedar, Near them stood a 
small incense-burner. On the tables, and 
separated from us by a pile of books, ‘wero 
a number of blocks of dark wood or atone, 
They were of two sizes and had some di 
tinguishing marks on each, Everything 
about the room was essentially Japanese 
except a decidedly European looking clock, 
that rather spoilt the tout ensemble. As 
we were criticising the furniture around 
us, the deputy joothsayer entered, He 
was a very ordinary looking middle aged 
man. He wished us good-day, and squatted 
on his mat at the other side of the table, 
He asked what we wanted. I instructed 
my interpreter to enquire the probable 
length of my mundane existence. In re- 
turn I was told that it was necessary to 
furnish information as to my present 
age and tho month in which 1 was 
born, When this had been done, the 
incantation commenced, A little Joss-stick 
was lighted and placed in the censer (per- 
haps this was to signify that as long 
the taper was burning, I might ask ques- 
tions, but when it expired the audience 
ended). ‘The officiating priest then collected 
all the sticks together and whirled them 
about with both hands, making a figure 
something between an open fan and an hour 
glass, All the time he chanted some m 
notonous strain. Suddenly he stopped, 
and selected one stick out of the bundl 
Whether he did this by chance or in a 
cordance with some fixed rule I was un- 
able to judge. He placed it aside in the 
and continued his song. Then he 
divided the remaining sticks into two bun- 
dies, and taking one of them, commenced 
counting. Eventually he chose one stick, 
and then moved one of the blocks of wood 
towards him. | This operation was reposted 
until about « dozen blocks of both sizes had 
been moved. He next referred to a book full 
of Japanese characters, and selected one. 
I wondered whether the book were any 
equivalent to those tables of expectation of 
life in which, on referring to the column 
containing age next birthday, you find 
the number of years you may expect to live, 
according to infallible statistics. At any 
rate, after a little more counting, he i 
formed me that the fates allotted me thirty- 
eight years more, and that my life would 
bo comparatively free from sickness. Now, 
Thad told him that my age was thirty-five 
and a half. So I was evidently destined, 
according to his showing, to live to be 
seventy-three and a half. My astonish- 
ment was therefore great when he fur- 
ther informed me I should live to 
be seventy-five. The good man’s arith- 
metic certainly seemed to be at fault. 
Afterwards this was explained tome. A 
Japanese child is called one year old as 
soon as it is born, So my age by this 
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reckoning would be thirty-six and a half. 
‘Thirty-eight more years would bring it to 
seventy-four and a half—near enough to 
seventy-five to be called so by courtesy. 








stood a small lamp, and tea drinking ap- 
paratus. Two men, or sometimes a man and 
woman lay one on each wooden euuch, their 
faces towards the table, and most of them 


A warning was added to the effect that I 
aust be careful of my eyes in the summer 
of the next year. I was also told that T 
aust do nothing ‘roughly’ (so my inter- 
preter translated it), and must not engage 
in any‘ business.’ I could not help 
thinking what delightful advice a Japanese 
would deem this. They dearly love to do 
things in a leisurely manner. Nothing 
pleases them better -than to sit on their! 
heels over a ‘hebashi,’ carving a piece 
of wood or ivory, and taking occasional 
whiffs from a toy pipe. But my en-| 
quiries were not exhausted. I was 
curious to learn what kind of replies were | 
usually given to Japanese lovers, So pre- 
tending to be a lovesick swain, I asked 
whether I should ever marry the lady of 
my choice. Her age was demanded. I 
suggested twenty-three as a suitablenumber. 
‘This was gravely committed to paper in a 
column parallel to that which contained 
my own age, ‘Then ensued nore abstruse | 
calculation, with more whirling of the 
wands, and another reference to the boo 
of fate, To my surp! the answer wi 
“No”: that must not’ marry her: th 
should lose all my money if Tdid. Not 
being overburdened with this world’s goods, 
this decision of the fates rather amused me, 

At this momeut the original sage returned 
home. He struck me as an exceedingly fine- 
looking man. He was evidently a priest, 
and, as evidently, prosperous and well-to: 


were heating over the lamp the opium in 

their pipe bowls, while in all directions 

attendants were carrying about trays laden 

with small metal cups tilled with opium of 

the treacle-like consistency prepared for 
ipes. 

Every inch of ground, save the narrow 
passage running between the central hall, 
and the smoking chambers, was oceupied by 
the latter, and every chamber was tenanted, 
besides the two immates reclining, men 
and women visitors were seated on many 
vf the couches—come to transact business 
with the smokers in some cases, we were 
told, but this surely could not amount to 
much, judging by the sleepy stupefaction 
gradually overtaking the latter whose 
faces were in many instances ghastly from 
habitual indulgence in this poison-process. 

A winding stair led to an upper-storey 

ed like the ground floor with galleries 
ning round, and overlooking the cen- 
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costly and even ar 
were the fittings of the place ; every parti: 
tion composed! of beautifully ca 

work in dark polished wood 
let in of richly coloured or finely graven 
glass, depicting Dirds, flowers, stars and 




















do.’ Having displaced his substitute, he jother dev while the great hanging 
repeated sume of that worthy's statements, | lamps in mas displayed the same 
He emphasised, the advice about my rich carving and fine gliss, and were de- 





corated with countless tassels of Drilliant- 
coloured silk and beads. Yet the whole 
effect of the scune was squalor de- 
gradation, and one felt that all attempts 
at adornment were like gay teappings 
‘on a corpse. Yet more incungrucus were 
the sweet growing (ur surely’ perishing) 
flowers pliced here and there, and pai 
fullest of all, we saw among the th 
several little’ children, sume sadly. er 
one pretty little girl fast asleep, her fi 
resting on a simnoker’s table, 





As to the proposod matrimonial scheme, he 
put down characters, which I suppose repre- | 
sented our respective ages, in two eolmnns. 
Then he, as it wore, added up each ec 
and put the result down at the bottom. 
contemplated the result, and  smilingly | 
shook hishead, He evidently thought that 
the sum of the two columns would produce a | 
most unnatural combination. Eventually he | 
gave my young interpreter to understand | 
that it would not do, that I might see as 
much I liked of the lady, but that L must 
not marry her. AsT happen to be amar-| Gradually the fumes were fulfilling the 
ried man, and the father of a family (though | fell office, and faces rowing dreamy, glassy 
T did not tell him sv), his answer, however | oy i; while the atmusphere had 
he arrived at it, was eminently proper. I become so foul aud stilling we had to retreat, 
next asked whether I was doomed to re- {and with keen relish breathed the outer air 
main single all my life. ‘The answer was) Groat was the contrast between the 
no, that if { did not many in five |scone just witnessed and that exhibited in 
months’ time, I should certainly come | the giu-palace of our London streets, with 
under the matrimonial yoke in five years. |its uproar ever faster and more furious, 
By this time my feet were getting cold and | more frenzied its infatuated guests. Here 
T thought I had had fun enough.” Accord- |all grow strangely quieter as the vietims 
































































ingly F’paid the sage his trifling commis. | subsided into their dreamful slumber. We 
sion, and he gave me a ‘como-ashore,’ | visited threcother opium houses, all pr 

Tt appeared to be a Japanese astroloy y the same features in the main, thot 
treatise, I then said Scionara, and bowed | none sv showyas the first, which is, I believe, 








myself out. jthe largest and grandest in China, indeed 
| the opium resorts in the settlement and na- 
tive cityare of ever cancleur and 
|grinmeas. Tea ine to-day 
PAR_BOUGHT DE lin the latter place were mere boarded-up 
A DEAR-BOUGHT DELIGHT. | ghanties through whose narrow dour-way 

“Surely this is not what you call an! we povred into dark, loathsome and alas ! 
opiuin-palace {” (thickly-peopled dens. Great is also the 

We were on our way to visit some of the | variety, we are told, in the quality of opiun 
notorious opium-smoking houses in Shang- | used by different classes ; the poorest of the 
hai; and to my surprise our first halt in | people buying a kind of refuse, 80 cash 
the crowded thoroughfares. was in front of | worth of which supplies them for 24 hours. 
a dingy arch-way, within which some shab- | Death, accidental andsuicidal, fromswallow- 
by fruit-stalls were spread out: here, how- | ing over-doses of the drug, is of frequent 
ever, our escort led us in, and a few yards | occurrence. A few days ago J saw in our 
from the entrance, the passage opened upon | native hospital a stalwart-looking middle- 
a large square lefty hall on both sides of |aged soan carried in on a stretcher, who 
which were counters covered with opium liad poisoned himself in this way, because 
pipes for sale or hire—very handsome many | of a dispute with a relative : the doctor had 
of these were, large flute-like objects of jlittle hope of saving him, and in soime 
carved wood or ivory. jhours he died ; and even ‘as T write, the 

‘This large hall was partitioned off from | same doctor brings tidings of the death of 
the space around, to which we passed on, /a lad of sixteen who has thus destroyed 
to find it was divided into compartinents | himself, because unable any longer to obtain 
about the size ofa square church-pew, with | from his father, « highly respectable manda- 
broad wooden couclies on each side, and |rin, the means of pursuing a course of vice 
between these a low table, whereon | scarcely less suicidal. 


T. oO. L. 


















































NOTES FROM NATIVE PAPERS. 

The Taot‘ai Sit Ch‘en su, ex-Minister 
at Tokio for the Chinese Etapire, has been. 
formally impeached for corrupt practices 
during his term of office in connection with 
the purchase in Japan of metal for cash 
for the Chinese Government. He had al- 
ready been lying quietly at his native 
place, Luh-hol, near Nanking, for nearly 
ayear, when an order from the Emperor 
arrived at Nanking, in accordance with 
which the Viceroy Tséng sent a deputy to 
Luh-hoh to place his property under seal 
and official embargo. On 30th January the 
ex-Envoy accompanied the deputy to Nan- 
king, where he was consigned to the sv 
reillance of Assistant District Magistrate 
Tsiang. On 2ist February his-trial com- 
meneed in the Provincial ‘Treasurer's Ye 
imén, where were seated at two tables Hi 
Provincial Treasurer, and Ts‘ai Salt Inten- 
dant, to hear the charge, the Prefect, Di 
trict’ Magistrate, Colonel Kao, and Mr. 
‘Tsiang, the official above mentioned, being 
seated to the right and left of the judges 
as Assessors, ‘The arraigned ex-Minister, 
having been conducted into the room, still 
in official dress, knelt and kuocked head 
three times before the tribunal, and then 
gave his evidence standing, handing in a 
written statement or petition containing his 
defence. The judges narrowly scrutinised 
this document,” comparing it with his ae- 
counts, and asking many searching ques- 
tions.’ When the proceedings were over, 
the accused returned in his sedan-chair to 
the house assigned him. When his pro- 
perty in his house was put under seal_on 
80th January, it was found to consist sim- 
ply of 18 boxes of clothes, with nothing of * 
rent value ; but he was also proprietor of 
two pawn-shops, which were found to con- 
tain $12,000, and these have also been 
sealed. The above is a brief account of the 
first staye of the trial,—which is not cun- 
cluded. 

In the Siang-shan Hiewin the Prefecture 
of Ningpo, Chékiang Province, is @ little 
mountain hamlet called Chu-k‘i, containing 
some 100 cottages. About China 

r the snow fell, until the 8th Februai 
was two feet deep. ‘That evening a child 
named Chang, just nine years old, playing 
with its companions, was carried off by a 
tiger, the other children falling down with 
fright. ‘The tiger running up the hill with the 
boy in its jaws, met the child's uncle, a 
grasscutter, returning with his bundle on his 
back. ‘Tho man shouted, and received « 
blow from the tiger in return, which will 
render him a cripple for life. “The people 
all say the tiger was driven to prowling 
near the village by the deep snow and the 
impossibility of finding any game to eat 
vut on the mountain, —H pao. 

‘The Foreign Envoys at Peking, seeing 
that on, occasions Of State rejoicing in 













































































| foreign Courts, the Chinese Envoys avere- 


dited to those Courts always proceed in 
person to offer their congratulations, and 
are preseut at Royal or Imperial entertain 
ments on such occasions, consider that on 
the occasions of the Tu Hcang-ti’smarriage, 
and accession te the throne of China, they 
should be admitted to gaze on the Celestial 
countenance and to tender their felicita- 
tious. ‘They therefore wrote a joint letter 
to the Tsung-li Yamén, requesting that 
august body to convey the expression of 
this friendly desire to His Majesty. It is 
known that the Ministers of the Yamén 
held a consultation with Prince Ch‘un on 
the subject, but it is not yet known what 
reply was returned.—Shéu Pao. 

The Imperial Bride's trowsean was 
packed in 600 boxes, each taking two or 
more cvolies to carry.” Those of the Empe- 
ror's two wives next in rank, took each 200 
boxes. The K‘in-ttien Kien, or Board of 
Astronomy, selected the 22nd to 26th days 








| of the Ist moon, (corresponding to 21-25 Fe- 


bruary) for the paraphernalia to be carried 
through the Tung Ch‘ang An Gate into the 
Palace, the first three days being occupied 
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with the young Empress’ gear, the last two 
days with those of the two beauties of the 
Ynuperial harem. 

‘On 4th March red a rescript from 
‘the Empress to a Memorial from Wu Ta- 
‘wchéng, formerly Governor of Kwangtung, 
and subsequently Director of the Yellow 
River Works. The Memorial reoum- 
mended that on the assumption by the 
Youll Emperor of the governing power, 

jis father Prince Ch'un should have some 
extraordinary distinction conferred upon 
him. The rescript, in declining to accede 
to this suggestion, praises Prince Ch‘un for 
his devotion to the service of the State, and 
Yor his modesty and absence of personal 
ambition. Desirous of guarding himself 
from such an undesired honour when the 
young Emperor showld hereafter take up 
he reins of goverment, H.I.H. so long 
4s 15 years ago, on the eighth day of the 
first moon of the first year of the reign 
“Kwang Sit,” wrote a Memorial deprecat- 
ing the very course which Wu Ta-chéng 
now recommends. He had persistently 
Aeclined to tide in the magnificent ‘‘apri- 
cot-yellow palanquin” provided for h 
thus showing the simplicity and humility 
of his mind and his desire to be considere 
& servant of the State rather than the 
father of the sovereign. (While paying 
this tribute to the virtues of Prince Ch'un, 
the Memorial, it will be seen, conveys an 
implied reproach to Wu Ta-chéng.)—Shén 
Pao. 

‘The annexation of Upper Burma by 
England is now an old story, but although 
the new dependency is generally thought to 
be submissive to the British Government, 
this is far from being the fact. A power- 
ful chiof called Su-la-pao of Ka-li-yin still 
maintains his independence, in spite of 
the attempts of the British forces to crush 
him. He has 3,000. war-elephants, and 
16,000 or 17,000 fighting men. These men 
live somewhat like the "11 ¢*ien, or military 
colonists, of old, with the difference that 
they do not till the fields, having none to 
till; but are occupied, when not required 
for fighting, in cutting down the jé-chi 
wood on the mountains, for by the sale of 
this they make their living. Their chief 
s wealthy, and well-supplied, except in the 
matter of rice, which 
other districts ; but his men are but poorly 

rovided with munitions of war and arms. 

fe is adored by his men, aud has lately 
allied himself with the powerful chief of 
the Suma tribe, to whom he has given his 
daughter for a bride. They are said to 
have a design of poisoning the water in all 
places through which the British forces 
are expected to march, and to have engaged 
300 desperadoes by bribes of 600 tr each, 
whoso plan is to insinuate themselves into 
the British camp, disguised either as native 












































auxiliaries or as’ servants of the General, | 


and then to attempt an audacious coup. 
Should it fail, they will, it is said, retreat, 
if possible, into Yiinnan and Szechuen. 
Shén Pao. 

Not very far from Lienchow, in Kuang- 
tung, live the Yao Gackaly savages, a tribe 
of aborigines who have long maintained 
their peculiar customs. The Chinese Gov: 
ment has appointed an official called the Sui- 


Yao Ting (RHEI§S) or Yao Savages 
Agent, to look after them. They often 
come down and barter the products of the 
chase with the Lienchow Chinese for articles 
which they require, and at Chinese New 
Year they excited much amusement by 
parading the town, dressed in gaudy 
iresses, with flowers in their hair, and 
dancing a wild dance called the Tiao-hwa 


Ku (BE GH) to the accompaniment of 
extraordinary songs in their savage dialect, 
of which not one word is intelligible to the 
townspeople. One singer leads and the 
rest join in the chorus. On these occasions 
they go round to the Yaméns and are 
iven pork, samshu and money in return 
for their mummery, and they also perform 
in front of the principal stores, handing in 











1¢ has to import from | ¥ 


a printed card with the Yao man So-and- 
So's congratulations, linca-ku dance. The 
shop-Keepers also give them money and a 
great crowed follows them on their founds, 
Hu Pet. 





Saw Beports. 





H.BMs CIVIb SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 7th March, 

Before J. C. Hatt, Esq. Actiiig Assistant 
Judge. 

SHANGHAL WATER WORKS €0, ¢. KI 

‘This was a claim for $99.99 by the Shanghai 
Water Works Co, against Mr. Thomas Kings- 
mill for fittings on his premists Kingseote and 
Windy Arbour. 

‘Mr. A. P, Wood and Mr. T. Wood appear- 
ed in support of the claim of ‘which the cor- 
rect amount was T and which it was 
alleged had not been paid. 

Mr. Kixussubt’s defence was that that he 
had paid the money, and in support of this he 
wut in the account marked “Pd.” and signed 
y Messrs. Drysdale, Ringer & Co., the secre- 
taries of the Company. He said that the work 
was done in 1885 or toward the beginning of 
1886. He did not pay the account then be- 
cause he had not collected his own accounts, 
Mr. Wood mentioned the matter to him in 
1887 and defendant said he would pay it as 
soon as he could, ‘The Company's shiroff came 
to his premises in February or March, 1887, 
and was paid the full amount, and the re: 
ceipted account was put to one side in de- 
fendant’s office. He was very busy at the 
time and did not enter it in his cash 
book or get the shroff’s rececipt. He was 
positive that he paid the money in March, 
1887, in notes and marked the bill paid 
according to his usual custom. He pro- 
duced his petty cush book, but there was 
no entry of the amount therein. It was 
just before he went away on professional 
tisiness to Shantung. His recollection was 
very clear on the matter, and he remembered 
making the remark when he paid the 
money, ‘Thank goodness that is settled.” 
He went to Shantung in April 1887, and re- 
‘tured at the end of August, about a month, 
or less than a month, after the date of Pay: 
ment. He heard nothing more about. the 
tter till some time in the early part of last 
eat when Mr, Wood xttacked him one day 
aul suid he wished to have the account squared 
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paid the account, hay ing 
of doing so. Mr. VW then asked him had 
he any papers to show that the money had been 
paid, defendant said not except the receipted 
account which he sent him, and which Mr. 
Wood now had in his Defendant 
would have settled the matter quietly and 
not have come into Court, only that he had 
received some excessively objectionable letters 
from the Secretaries of the Company. 
Cross-examined by Mr. T. Woon—I think 

id your shroff in notes, tael notes I think, 
I do not think I could now identify the shroff 
and it would be foolish to attempt to do so. 

Mr. T. Woov—I may say that the shroff is 
aman who has been in the employment of 
thg Company for a great many years 

Mr. Kay fter examining the ac- 
count : was evidently written 
at the time and not afterwards. It is in 
my handwriting. I am quite sure I did 
not write it afterwanls, f have paid other 
accounts—given certifieates to the Company. 
I never get a receipt in Chinese from the 
Company. Ihave never paid any money out of 
my own pocket for my constituents to you. 
‘Mr. Atkinson my assistant, may be able to 
give some evidence in the matter, but I have 
not spoken to him about it. 

Mr. Arxixsos—I distinctly remember the 
account being pai 

Mr. B. ATKIN: ‘was then sworn and said— 
Tam in Mr. Kingsmill’s employ. I distinctly 
remember the account being paid. It was to 
myself that this remark by Mr. Kingsmill 
was addressed, “Thank goodness that is fi- 
nished,” or something to that effect. I don’t 
at this length of time profess to remember 
the exact words he used. 

By Mr. T. Woop—I could not identify the 
shroff to wiom the money was paid at this 
Tength of time. I cannot remember whether 



































‘the account was paid in notes, I cannot 


- | ayn 


recollect the account (produced) as the oné 
Paid. It might be, But I knew it was to 
the account of Tis. 75 for fittings to Windy 
Arbour that Mr. Kingsmill referred, I re- 
‘member that the account was Tls. 75. 

Mr. Woop observed that there was another 
account for Tis. 75 sent to Mr. Kingsmill about 
the sante time in respect of the premises, 27, 
Seechuen Road, which was paid by Messre, 
Sassoon, and he thought that as these sums 
were similar fn amount they may have got 
inixed up in mistake by Mr. Kingsmill. When 
that account was paid it was signed by the 
shroff, (account produced.) 

The witness was pressed by Mr. T. Wood 
as to his recollection in the matter, and he 
repeated that hfs memory was distinct upon 
the point that it was the account of Tis, 75 for 
fittings to Windy Arbour that was paid by 
Mr, Kingsmill and in reference to which he 
made the remark to witness. 

By the Covrt—What fixed ft so Bemly it 


my memory was the remark made by Mr. 


Kingsmill. I donot remember the date of the 
Payment, 
Mr. 'T. Woop was then sworn and stated 


that he was Secretary of the Waterworks Co. 
‘The amount was ‘ls. 75, but the claim was 
made only for 899.99 in otder to have the case 
heard in the lower Court and avoid expense, 
Their contention was that the account had 
never been paid, and they had been in con- 
stant communication with Mr. Kingsmill 
about it, Witness was away in Hankow 
at the time, and it was someone else who 
wrote to Mr. Kingsmill. ‘The Company 
did not at all desire that he should pay an 
account twice over, but all they asked was 
that he should produce some record of 
its being paid, as they had none in their 
books, and neither had their Chinese 
clerk.’ In the vourse of a month they sent 
out probably about a thousand water ac: 
counts and in all cases where they received 
nt he believed the shroff always a 
receipt for the money in Chinese in his own 
hand-writing. The account in dispute was 
for fittings and for a rather large amount, and 
if it had been paid there would have been a 
receipt for it. 

His Worsutr read the account with the 
words “Received payment, Drysdale, Ringer 
& Co.” at the end, and said that that was 
evidence and very good evidence that the bill 
had been paid. 

‘Mr, Woop explained that that was the 
form in which accounts were sent out, and it 
did not mean that the account had been paid. 

Mr, Kixessitt said he did not attach any 
importance to that. The only thing he at- 
tached any value to in connection with the 
account was that it was marked “Pd.” 

In reply to the Court, Mr, Woon said that 
the other bill of Tls.'75 was not paid till 
January, 1888. 

Mr. ‘Kasoss1bt—That was your own fault. 
It was sent to me and I sent it back again 
with a certificate, Messrs. Sassoon were very 
angry about it being left so long. 

Mr. Woop—(to the Bench). It is still our 
custom to sent out forms receipted like the 
present one for work like this, 

His Worsuir—Then you do not regard 
Drysdale Ringer's as a valid acquittance for 
the mor ? 

Mr. op—Ko, unless it is signed by the 
shroff who receives the money. ‘The China- 
man who receives the money must put his 
siguatare on the rectipt, T do not. regard 
Drysdale, Ringer's receipt as conclusive evi- 
dence of payinent unless the shroff's signature 
is on the account. 

His Worststr—Then you must go further 
and say that you do not regard it as primd 
facie evidence of payment, 

Mr. Woop--It is our custom to send out 
acconnts receipted by Drysdale, Ringer & Co. 
before we receive the money. 

Mr. Kixeswtnt, asked how it was that the 
receipted account had been left outstanding 
so long; would it not be more rational that, 
Drysdale, Ringer & Co. should send round to 
his office for it? 

‘Mr. Woop said the account was never asked 
back from Mr. Kingsmill, the question being 
open and Mr. Kingsmill’ saying that he hai 
pad it. The account was first sent in January, 

1886. 

His Worsatr adjourned the further hearing 
of the case till to-morrow for the production 
‘of the Company's cash book, observing that 






































so far neither side had made a very clear case 
one way or the other. 
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H.B.M.’s POLICE COURT. 


Wednesday, 6th March. 
Before J. C. Haut, Esq., Acting Assistant 
Tudge. 

‘Tur Carrars axp uns WiiskeRs. 


A Manilaman with the high-sounding 
coguomen of Hilario de la Vega, quarter- 
master on board the 8.8. Fovksung, was pat 
forward charged with assaulting Capt. Henry 
1H, W. Hogg, master of that vessel. From 
the evidence it appeared that the prisoner 
was reprimanded by the Chief Otticer for be- 
ingasleep whileon duty this morning., Bis: 
rio, who had to be shaken by the mate before 
he could be awakened, did not apparently en- 
joy this rough modeof disturbing his peace: 
ful slumbers in the whesl-house, and showed 
fight. ‘The two were sparring around each 
other when Capt. Hogg came upon the scene 
and attempted to separate them, when 
Hilario seized him by the whiskers, (which 
wore long and tempting) and twisted his 
well into the Captain's flowing hir- 

, finally only letting go 
te skjpper, wild with 
Pin» had administered Thin one or teu 


















riendly taps on the eye. Hilario, however, 
was not vanquished and he wok away a 
good handful of the Captain's whiskers, and 
then seized the prosecutor with his teeth 
in the fleshy part of the leg just above the 
knee, and it took the combined efforts of 
the Captain and mate to make him loose 
his hold, the Captain breaking one of his 
fingers in the struggle, 

The Captain's story was corroborated by 
the mate, Mr. T, C. Garwood. 


‘The prisoner's defence was that he was 
not, sleeping at all and that the mate 
pushed him about and tho Captain also 
attacked him, whereupon he fell pou 
his own teeth and the Captain's whiskers 
in his own defence. 











| as there was no evidence of his nationality, 
jand he was then taken back to be dealt 





His Worsuir sent him to jail for two 
weeks with hard labour. 


Doscay Kexvepy alias Paraicx McGee, 
afireman on the Afghan, was ordered to 
pay $3 and costs or go to jail for a week 
for being found lying in a dranken sleep 
in the Tiendong Road, last night. The 
accused first pleaded that he was an Ameri- 
can citizen but on being brought before 
General Kennedy, the latter repudiated him 


It is not disputed that Liu Sung-lin is 
the nominal accuser in the petition, and 
that the petition was presented after cou- 
sultation with Yen Kuei-ching, but in the 
titions presented by Liu Sung-lin in thts 
ourt, and in the Taotai’s yamén, no men- 
tionismadeeitherof Chief Inspector Cameron 
or of the foreign and native detectives, and 
the introduction of their names on’ this 
occasion was evidently not of his sugzestior 
To trace this to its source—Liu Sung-lin- 
and Yen Kuei-ching in instituting this case 
without good grounds were induced to do 80 
by three rough memoranda supplied by 
Yang Shao-t‘ing. This is beyond question. 
The blame of this must rest on him alone. 
_ Li Sung-tao, although he had been on 
intimate terms of friendship with Yang, 
| Was unwilling to thrust himself forward as a 
witness, aud in consequence he ran away 
to Pootung, and it was not until after a 
foreign detective had been to his house 
and seized two books of accounts, and his 
wife had been brought before this Court, 
that he was arrested by a runner. Irre- 
spective of whether his evidence favoured 
one party or not, his case is similar to that 
of Liu Sung-lin ‘and Yen Kuei-ching and 
need not be dealt with, 

‘The evidence given by Mopi A-pao and 
tho other gamblers though considerable is 
hard to credit, 

Yaug Shav-t‘ing’s illegal acceptance of 
bribes from the gamblers is admitted by 
himself ; his instigation of accusations is 
proven beyond question. It is my duty 
therefore to report the matter and ask that 
he be deprived of his rank as a chiew 
shéng, and that he be kept in prison for 
18 months, as a punishment to himself, and 
The hearing of the present case with an | a warning to others. Mopi A-pao and the 
assessor has extended over several sittings. | other gamblers who have kept tables in 
In the evidence given by Yang, it has been | Hongkew will be leniently dealt with, and 
admitted that he received money ($30) by-gones be treated as by-gones, but they 
on three occasions from the gambling tables, | will be required to give bonds that. they 
while there has been uo proof of receipt of | will reform. They will not be permitted 
fees by Chief Inspector Cameron, and as | to continue keeping gambling tables, and 
Togurda Detective Jones and Detective Lia | any offence against thie prohibition on bein; 
‘Aching uo evidence has boen given which | brought to the kuowlodge of this Court will 
affects them. | be dealt with without mercy. 


with at the British Court. 

Thos. Sefton and John Murray, also fire- 
men on the Afghan, were find $3 each for 
being drunk and incapable and creating a 
Gisturbance outside two of the Hongkew 
grog shops. 











THE RECENT BRIBERY CASE. 


The judgment given by tho Magistrate 
of the Mined Court in which Yang Shao. 
ting was charged by the Municipal Council 
with the instiation of a malicious petition, 
and with the acceptance of bribes, was im: 
rfectly translated by the interpreter, and 
Mr. W. R. Carles, the British Assessor, 
thought it” therefore desirable to ask the 
Magistrate to furnish him with a written 
copy of the judgment which was done ; and 
he has kindly handed us for publication the 
following translation of it :— 
UDGMENT. 
Yang Shao-t‘ing or Yang Hsi-hung, as 
interpreter in the Municipal Council anda 
chien shé 














iu 
must be aware that both the 
acceptance of fees from gamblers, and also , 








the nm of suits in law courts are 


t the law. 

















COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 










following 





very 





ke, wud, judy 
the following be 
Grey Smintixes.—6-lbs, 

Ibe. —Blue Loyat 

Ho Silver Sycee £1.62, 


hy the yu 
{a few of the cu 


Nie Kee 










4 
Bir 





Ware Surntixes.—64-reed, 
Boar 1.67, Bico 
FBereed, &ev— 


‘'T-Crorms,—7 Ibe. 

















Suserixas. 
‘American,—Indian Head ¥2. 





ted the Peiio was not navigable uutil the 1st 





te iuformation li 
uly two or three of the regular deal 


‘heong Tai Kel Horne Head A 


Blue House, br 
‘ue Dragon No. 1 ¥1.86, Koong-bing Running Deer £1.88, Tai Wo Blue Stag $1.90 aud Tai Ping Red Bay'e 03, 
“Kee Sileer Drayon King $1.98, Gold ditto $2.03, Yai Wo Gold 2 Bugle $2.1 a2 we pe ne.0e 
Blue Rhingceron $1.19, Tai Wo Green Stag ¥1.21, and Takoo Joss F141, Bombay wakes at ¥ 3 
Blue Man, F114 for T-lbe. ditto and “4 jombay makes at ¥1 04 for 6-1be 

inglish.—Tai Wo Half Moon $2.39 and Small (ndian Head %2 48. 
Ou! ¥2.78, Flay $2.76, Appleton aud Boott $2.75 and Blue Small Joss No. 2 $2.47. Pepperelt 





Swaxonat, 7th Marob, 1859, ~ 





t., aud the Poochi reached 
sly waited for 
marker 





n late that night, 
but, sIstough they put in au sp} 
ribed qui but thie is explain 
traders being detained owing to th 

Still some travsnctions have taken place, 
ngs being about 6%, roughly t 





‘Their retucu hws 
‘cum to hand #0 
























business cannot have been prop 








ird $0.93 and Blue Dog £0.94. 
jon $1.48, Tai Loony Green Drayon and Bell $1 55, Takoo Steambout $1.60, Foong Yue Blue Butterfly 


Red 





da 1.73 nel foeo Blas Dragon and § Old Men £1.88, 


jhe finish $1.56, Blue double Lighthouse, bright ¥1.60, dull $1.58, 1’i Loong Blue 






aud Gold 2 Stag 2.30. 
1 for Yellow Tiyer. 





Drills at $2.88 and Beaver Jeans $2.05. 


Tunkey Reps.—Qreen Fisherman, 
‘Dragon 8-lbs. T-Cloths $2.90. 


Brack Lasirsos.—T 











‘The Customs Lave only returned the 
comparative statement of shipwents to Ti 
‘As mentioned above tl 
of the Tieutsin merchants 
drooping tendency, but 
















the returns this week being particularly heavy, bu 


jiuning for Newch' 
extensive as «1 






legs than last year, u 


gk 
of which 2,000 bales are for Hougkong aud 500 bales for Shanghai, 


Wo Stag $9.60 ant Figured Cotton Lastings No. 1 1.87. 
eu that nothing very brilliaut hes been doue, very 

‘saned the atock, a declive will probably result, but 1m 
factory remulte, ‘Treasure is coming forward faitly well, 


, but they have not 


‘be, €2.31, 5h-lbs. F194, 4-Ibe, F1.84, 3y-lbs, $1.72, Lion und Flag 3-lbs, F145 aud Gold 







J, and, when 









down cost being cov 
8 inady towards the 
being received by # 
export cargoes of the first six or seven steamers, 20 wo are unable to yive to-day the usual 

it, cs 
be 





exceptionally quiet, the di 








‘though in excess of several preceeding months, is cont 


ry 
ig aud China 42 million yards, Yarns to Hongkoug, Chiua aud Japan 10,000 bale +f 


bales, 





NESSES Sr 
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Grey Shirtings.—8.4-Ihs.—Again the |usiness hax been tiding in extent, but more attention hax heen paid to the mediam kinds 
probably inside 20,000 pieces, comprising :—Iol Goose 1.514, Gr-en Buy $1.55, Green Dragon and Bell $1.56, Blue 

co Red Dragon 21.624, Red Small Joss and Red Jugler¥\-70, Red Pagoda $1.71 (net), Red Whenteur $1.72}, Green 

Blue Dragon and Bell 1.73, Blue Dragon No. 2 $1.76 and Seven Boys £1.77, The market is firm still, though auctio 
is 

















‘The auction disposals are all that has appeared, here too prices are irregular, best 7-1 
ere has not been much done privately, Iut rates keep steady. Sales are only abont 
Red 8. Ponies, $2.07 for Blue Man and Junk, $2.15 tur Blue 3-Horse Head, $2.18 for Grasshopper, and $2,373 for Five Boy C, W.8-Ibs. 
‘Auction chops are mostly easier. 
12-Ilis,—Sales of about 10,000 pieces are mentioned at firm rates for the best makes, auch as Foong Yue Soldier $2.62, Soldier CC 
2.52}, Soldier P $2.45, Suilor $2.37 aud Stork ¥2 30. 


White Shirtings.— 6t-ree! vere 

Med Yea Caddy $1.56, Blue 3 Men £ 
72-reed.—About the same quan 

and T2,024 for Gold d.tto. ‘There is ui 

some request, and business has been dou 


T-Cloths —7-lve.—These goods are decidedly quiet, only one emall sale uf 900 pieces Green 4 Men at £1.00 bein: 
‘are keeping up well, but arrivals are also heavy. 
8.lbs.—At nuction this moming rates were a little firmer but nothing has appeared privately. 
Bombay wakes are almost ueglected aud hard to move even at auction, 


















es", however, has teen small, say 3,500 pieces 





alittle more enguiry for the better moker, bu: 
Red Dragon No. 60 F179, and Blue Dragon No. 1 £1,874. 

bern settled in these counts, at ‘£1.96/974 for Three Crown, 1.974 for Sifver Drayon 
e demand for unglazed ycols, aud they have gone relatively better at auction, [rishes are 
at improved rates, 
















reported. Deliveries 











Drills.—Anylish.—Ab nt 3,750 pieces Beaver have heen taken for Japan at £2.75, besides which a few pie 





sof Blue 3 Men ohop at £2.23 


all that has been done. 





America».--No further tranenctions are reported, Shipments to Tients 


. re prohaby in excess of last season, as the returns already 
show very nearly the same quantity 





Jeans 


BSheetings.—Luglish.—Small wales of Indian Horseman at #2 
‘hese guides have not been taken so freely for Trentsin, w 
of last year, No gales are reported iu Uvere latter aud Us 


—English.—Sin Wo Bevwer ins realised £1.85, whic is all we have heard of, 


Old Me 


fe American mi 








have heen made, the demand continuing lavguid, 
ow 10,000 pieces in excess of the first shipment 









enquiry. 





Cotton Yarn.—Lnylisl—vhere is very little doing, the heavy stocks depressing the market, 25 bi 
$74.00. 

Bombay. —here ig will scarcely any deman 

of the interval, and which Importers have tke 


Red Dragon 28/3: 





. have realised 





from native sources, hut (he enquiry for 20s. for Japan continued during the early part 
some advantage of, although prices offered have been rather lower, but there is nob 
Likely to be much doing for the Northern Ports fora few weeks. A few No. 10+ have heen bought for Newchwang. Svttlements 
amount to 1,143 Indes, as follows 
No. 10%., 100 halee~Jamshed $51 Lmperial F514 and Frome Petit $52.50. 
326 bales— National and Bombay United £37! ry ine Petit $594. 
Empress T58}, Orientul Colaba aud Victoria $53}, Gordon F98{/59, Albert £59, Star of India 




























nena very molerate scale this 
factory, ax most of these yooils a: 
pieces Victoria 22 inch have sold at £0.12 

a little wore enquiry for glazed Qotton La 





ptinue in retail quantities, but deliveries 
feeling for Felvets, and 160 
iv also,mentioned, ' There i 


f Turkey Reds 0 
8. There is x slightly bel 
A further sale of 690 pieces Jnut'yo Printed P-Cloths at $1 
ings, and alao for Priuts, but at v-ry poor rates, 








—Common Canlets continue to decline at auction but he 
F nual business in the better q 
which we bear of notl Lustinys thow awe 
more, Black, JM, No. 12, have been placed at $8.20 
declined a fraction, Russian and Medium Cloths nre still w 


makes show n slight recovery, Gentian being in govd demand. 
vately, at previous rates, Lony ils are easier at public sale, beyoud 
provement now that huying hay begun for Newehwany, ant 400 pieces 

pipes mee now sufferiny from the increased auction offerings aud have 
mt attention, but Ltulian Cl Us are in eather better request, 



















Metals and Miscellaneous.—From Mr. 
exceedingly quiet, and thy steau 
quarte 
Leap. — Prices has continued firm and an improvement 
extent up to E41 
Pig IRow.— 
Natrop Iko: 
A parcel of 50 to 
Bax Iron. cor 
tox Wine. — 
T4.30, 
O1p Ikox.—With the exception of a sale of 1,800 picnls So 
native dealers, who are holding the bu'k of goods'on the * spot.” Quotations for mauy descriptions are higher. 
TINPLATES—A continued steady market is reported, with a moderate inquiry for both prompt and forward delivery. Sale are 
hioted of 700 cases I. C. W. and Parsons at £2.29. 
Stwet asp SpeureR.—No business reported. 
Srratts Trs,—Former prices are still current, hut there is not much doing, and uo disposition shown to operate iu largo parcels, 
Corer asp Yetow Murat Suearut-¢.—The market is quiet, with values icregular and unsettled under the influeuce of news 





Alex. Bielfeld’s report :—My Inat report was dated lat 1; business has since been 
rs returwed (com the North ave uot brought down very satisfactory news about markets in that 








ted in the cons 





ing demand. Sales have been mate of L.B, to some 












is market is firm in tone, with small eupptirs, and the outlook favours an advan 
line uot met with any attention, Arrivals duing the week are 30,000 bund 
was sold at £2 
sht demané, hut 
‘sales of “spot” on record 5 





nd 4,000 bundles Daves, 





‘steadily held at full rater, 50 tons Sevtch were placed at £2.25 
to arriv- some 500 casks, Nos, 14/25, are reporter 








booked at T4274 to 





pat $1.37, busine mainly of a jobbing charact 





and mmong 


























from home. 

Marcus. the market throughout is quiet, but Vienuas coutinue to show a 
degree of steadiness. Elephant chop, are reported gold at T17.75. 

Wixpow Grass,—Prices have a tiem support, but the de sues limited. 





Neepies.—There are us changes under this heading calling for sprci-l mention, I note asnle of 20 cases, No, 1/11, Grovelers at $19, 
_ Dyes axp Corouns.—Some 30,000 tins, each $ oz., Scarl-t, and Ponows ous chops, are reported sold at 12 to 19} cand., per 
tin 5 15,000 bottles, each C-ystal Green, 9} to 10} cands., aud 50 cases Emerald Green at £22.50. 















Berroxs,—This market has a rather tame appearance, but holders are not inclined tv foree bu hy grauting the concessions 
which dealers are expecting. 
UMBRELLAS are in steady, active jobbing demand, andl in the aggrezate liberal volume of business is shown, 








Woottes Buaxkers.—At auction sales of 5 
Lrama Brarp.—Sales of No. 45, black, have heen 
‘Towsts.—A sale is reported of 5,000 doz. Huck, 124 
Worn Tabiers.—200 cases have been booked “to arrive,” at 774 to $0 cand 


Kerosene Oil.— Holders have experienced a good inquiry for boch prompt and forward delivery Russ 
doue at F147} to $1.50, “pot” is quoted at F1.55, Devoes at £1.65, 


Opium.—Closivg quotations ~ Malwa (uew) £423, (wld) £450, Patna (new) £402, Benares (new) £396. 





6 lbs, ali Scarlet, have been made at 29 to 30 cand 
die at 41 cand, 
25", at 235 cand 


y and 9 Ibe, at 26 cands, 














, February shipment, has beeu 





¥XPORTS 
#ilk.—From Messrs, Cromie & Burkill’s circular :—Loudon telegrams report Silk dull, Blue Elephant 14s, 
Raw Sicks.—Settlemente of all kinds during the period under review are about 600 bales, latest prices paid showiug a dectiue of 
24 « 5 per picul on lat mail’s quotations. 
Supplies are coming forward in very small quantities aud the unsold stock, which was rather overestimated in our Iaat circular, is 
reduced to barely 2,500 bales. 
‘TsaTLBES,—Sales are about 200 bales at £3923 for No. 44 and $350 for $.8.8,S, Dollar. 
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Hanccuows.—No market. 

TaysaaMs.—Ouly 20 bales of 9x12 Mose have been placed at quotations. 

‘Yentow Sixxs.—Parchases of 100 piculs are reported at $2774 for Common Shantung Skeiue, at $202} for Mienchow, at #2425 for 
Wongyi, at ¥2375 for Fooyang, and at £198 for Szechong 

Arrivals, ae per Customs Returns, from the 28th Mebruary to the 6th March, are about.225 bales of White sil, 50 piculs of Yellow 
nd 80 piculs of Wild Sil 

fore doing, about 200 piculs having changed hands at F357 
of Filatures and Re-reels are now about 100 bales only. 

Wizp Sitxs.—Fifty picule bave been settled at '$i30 for ‘Tussah Raw, fair quality. 

Wasre SItks.—The market is dull with very little stock om offer. 

SHASTUNG PoSGEES.—Sales of 1,500 pieces are reported at £2424 for : inch goods. 

Pareh: Blue Elephant 74 Brack Lion at $3924, Kn-kee’s Kinhock at $3924, Gold Elephant at 365, 
Large Bleph: , at ‘$350, Almond Flower Seu-lai at £345, Gi t $340 ‘Taysaan,— 
9/13 Mo-n, Single Butterfly at $340. Yeurow $2424, Fouyung at 
$2374, Tussam.—Raw fair at $130. Ru-xeevep.—Market L at $3974, ditto LL at ¥; 







































































1888-89. 1887-88. 1386-87. 1884-85. 1883-68. 
Settlements for this mail + .... about Gov 1,500 500 1,000 bales, 
* 52,000 47,300, 
: 8,000 3,500 7, 
” 57,000 50,800 ,, 
usive of par this mvmskel, 
*France, ec. Total Europe. America, iaypt Const & Straits, Grand Total. 
Exyort White Silk 28,075 33,050 3745 960 38,123 bal 
N Yellow yy 4540 2 2 338 6670, 
owia” | 3.145 sl = = 5287 4 
35,760 3798 2,096 50,080 4 
Axainst in 1887-88..... 34,454 2745 
os 1886. 38,502 1,020 
Export—Waste Silk. ar 19.553 3 
i» Cocoous 1, ov 
* Many shipmente ave nov sent optional, Marseilles or London, 





ing to London, 
to Contine 





ts of « few chops of Common 
hipped off.” 





Tea.—Biack.—The market still continues very q the only b done dur 
‘quality, amounting to about 00 half-chests, ut thee prices have uot transpired, 
Srocks, —6,800 half-chesta x 1887-1888 4 000 balf-cheat», 
Greex.—The Stock of Pmgsuey remaining at date of last wail las Leen shipped off on native account, and the season may now be 
considered ax closed. 
Stock.—Nil, x 1887-1838 1,200 halt.chests. 


EXPORT OF TEA FLOM SHANGMAL AND VANGTZR FORTS, 


g the past week com 
they are reported a 








From the commencement of the senson to date, 


1588-89, 1887-88; 
Black. Green, Totu?. Black. Green, Total. 


45,898,335 Ibs, 6,258,149 Ihe, 52,156,484 Ihe, 51,639,285 Ibe, 8,030,196 Ibs. 59,669,481 Ibe, 
7.604.478 ,, 12,619,023 ,, 4 12,019,028, 
041,301 5, 14,439,2% 4.309.463 ,, 14,791, sy 19,100,552 5, 


18 of the week comprises Hongkong and Shanghai Ranks st 160 and 1G1 per cent. premium and New 0,B.C. sh 
at £104, exchange 4/2, In Insurances, Yangizes have been sold at £100 and 98, Hongkong Fi 
at $844 for 3lst March, and then ez div. of $5 at $0, SI and 83 ant $3} for 3 
Straits Fires at $19, Pootung Docks hai ag Wharven at 27 
and 1724, aud F165 ex div. of 78. Wat 9 fur old and £i8 f 
‘$28, Ji at $120, and Panjom Mi 


have heen very ateaily for the mail, A fair business has been d 
firm, being'2 mace 5, equal to 9 per cent. per annum, Council Drafts were allotted at 1/43 
Iver ia 4240. 






















March ; and 
Drought £170 
‘Hall & Holtz shares at 









1 
new, exchange 4/2. 











Bank paper, but very little in privi 
, and transfers at 






interest cou 
Ashi, Bar 





Daity Qvorarions. 


(From Messrs, Morrise & Fergussou’s Weekly Circular.) 


ON Losvos. 





York. | Inu 
—|—————_} tora. |= 


Docty. 4 m/s, | SOS | T/Trane 











Doety. 





‘Transfers. Bank 4 m/e, | Credits 4 m/s 























ae aa id . a | va fera, 
Highest Lowest. Highest Lowest, ‘Wighea) Lowest, Highest 
Ub, 4.92 4.93) 4. 4.25 97 . 301 
4g) 49) 4! 4 4 97 Pres 301 
4.18) 4.25 4.23 4 423 4.23 97 273 BOL 
41g: 498 49h) 4 495 7 2g |. B01 
4.13 4.23 423; 4. 423 7 1 278 301 
Friday, 8th 41g 423 49) 4. 423 963 ay | 301 
AUCTION SALKS. 
Auctions for the week ending 7th March comprised the fotlowing Goods :— 
Previous weet, “linn yeart For the week. Previous week, "HR peart "AE 
























9 14,195 per, against 18,563 jes. and 39, 7 . BH aud pos, 
Fike shirns + 5,530 4 7450 yo $660, | Velvetecns ” % 

othe + 6370 5, 6135 5p 6,040 5, | Cotton Yan no» bis. 
Dalle English. 210 ,, 360 ,, ,, 840 ,, | Camiler 1,070 pes. » 1,660 pee, 
Teahen! se huis ae ar Sg eee on 510 Long Elle 600°, rh 640 4, 
Sheotings, ‘En 600 3, 650 Lastivgs s 1,120 3 
Tarkey Reds ee eset: pe 2 200 Spauish Stripes » 6H MZ 
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PIECE GOODS, 


250 pieces ; Gujrat £1,024, and G-lbs, 70 pieces ; Colaba 0.95. + 
Bombay Sheetings.—600 pieces ; Gujrat 14-Ibs, $2.11/114, 15-Ibe, $2.24, 16-Ibe, F2.38 and 17-Ibe, $2.52} 
Bombay Shirtings.—8.4.1h's.—50 pieces ; Presidency 1.40. 
Cotton Spanish Stripes.—46 pieces ; Stag, Scarlet 0.21.3, and Gentian ‘$0,222. 

At Takoo, 5th 
Grey Shi 
















—600 pieces ; Silver Steamboat F1.26}/26}. 
Pieces; Man Horse and Spear ¥1.433/434, Silver Steamboat $1,58/58} and Blue Dragon ¥1.753/76. 
‘T-Cloths, —7 Ibs 


7 550 pieces ; Man Horse and Spear M.T. No. 2 ¥1.154/15}, do. No. 1 ¥1.22/224, Silver Steamboat ¥1,32/324, 
and Silver Drogon 81.4". 

‘$-Ibe.—1,320 pieces ; Man Horse and Spear M.T. No. 2 1.303, do, No, 1 ¥1.45}/453, Silver Steamboat T1 553/563 and 
Silver Dragon ¥1.68. 
—English.—80 pieces ; Mun and Horse #1.83}/83}. 











Shirtings.— 
ore esto acces 3 Blue Tea Caddy XX $2,053/053. 
©,-Cloths,—7-Ibe.—950 pieces ; Red Tea Caddy ¥1.20, Blue Tea Caddy $1.32, and Three Bugalo Head BE T1,30}, 
1 
.—700 pisces; Two Man £0.96}, and Blue 3-Stud-nts £0.98, 
00 pieces ; Biue Loyal Som £1.27}, Blue Britunnia ¥1.28, Blue 4-Sister $1.344/35, and Blue 3-Students £1,463, 
4clba.—4,705 pieces; Two Mon €1 414/413, Blue Loyal Son ¥1.46, Blue Britannia F1.443, Blue 4-Sister T1575, Blue 
B-Students £1.50}, Blue Double Shield €1.60} , Ret 3 Students 1.733, Five Brother $1.773, and Pointed 3-Students 21.753, 
a rea eats Gi A00 vieen Blue Britannia $1,923, Hed do, 2.69/08, Red Emperora Birthday ¥2.08408}, Red 3-Stuiens $2.074/072, 
4-Siater 22.21. 
bs 10.12-1bs.—750 pieces ; Painted Loyal Son zz) and Gold Britannia $2.283/29}. 
Painted 3-Students $2.39) /393. 
Squirrel ©, ¥2 Soldier $2.413/42}, and Nine Lions $2.43}. 


White Shirtings.—640ed, 2,400 pivces ; House bright 1.561/564, and dull 21,554/553, Blue Double Lighthouse bright 
F1.61/61}, and dull ¥1,58)/583, and’ Black and Gol Students £1.79} 
Dreed.—3,030 precen ; While and Gold 3-Students ¥1974/08, Red T'o-Sister ¥1.984/99, Red Double Lighthouse Wright 
uit Red and Gold Star brght £2,174, dull ¥2.173, and Green and Gold 3-Studente (Irishes) 22.52. 


¥2.003/2.01, duil ¥1.999/2.003, 
T-Cloths.—7-1Ls,—570 pieces ; Blue Lion $1.20, Red Dovble Shield $1.23}, aud Red 3-Students 1.46, 
B-lbe,—950 pieoes ; Blue Lion $1,873, Bagle XX ¥1.504/504, and Painted 3-Students $1,703. 
Drills.—English, 14-12, —120 pieces ; Britannia 2.50), and Old Mun Head ¥2,624, 
15 lbe,—90 pieces ; Running Deer $2.113/12. 
Bheotings.—Liglish, 14-1bs.—540 pieces ; Lion and Cloud $2.24/243, Nine Lion €2.37, ani Old Man Head $2.55}. 
Sundry Auctions of Damaged Goods— 
American Shostings. 3,320 pote; Musnclusees Horse $2 55/59, Stark Lion 2.62, Boott Cock 2.58/68, Appleton Lion 
Head , 









































‘F2,56/66, aud Jn 
American Drillg.—2,280 pieces ; Bott Cock $2.62/67, Stark Lion $2.65 aud Wheel $2.67. 




















WOOLLENS. 
Dk, Blue. | Gentian, ‘S"Gteen| Ee, aie | Sch 












eS 
Te | Th, 


| 
| 0.44.6 lo. 
| 13 | 








th 


0.49,0/45 
isa? 











Loug Eile, S 
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Linge, Ni 
7 Si 


























































E-wo, 6th inet. 
Clete, Man Horse, 9.19 | 8.94/98 8.91/92 8 
Ss 20 20 30 150 
| 52/55 . 20 
| ao 
| 0.43.7 | 
_ Sales, pos, ...) 48 | S _|_96 
YURN-FONG, 7th inet, | ERT | i 1 i oe 
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of Cotton and Woollen Pi 
Customs Daily Return 


Statement of Imports and Delive: 
1889, compiled from the 


@ Goods for the week ending 6th March 
Nos. 46 to 51, both numbers inclusive. 











Re Exports axp Twx1x Dxstinavions. 
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,650'31,099 8,700 8,085 61,505 1,250 112256 
495, 3,175 675 1,235, 5,720, 1,139 35,303 


100 120, "440 es 
19,352 $4,295 





980, 5,930 1,200, 
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364 19,050 
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[Stocks az DAT an 


‘Toran Denavanies, ‘Vora Inronrs, “on rik Cad 























Goons, 
ore Year | Asa at saint at | aig 
Asabore, | from te | suv ifarch, ithlareh, | R-tianted, 

'y Shin tiny 247,820 734,836 | ‘906,800 | 1,114,865 |” 1,220,404 





Dollis, 82 214,185 | ‘464,111 | "393,708 
45,103 | 176,324] 98,077 
982°987 | 612,084 | 320,798 
68.345 | 202,655 | 130,520 
63,000 | 63,015 | 87,085 
40,607 | 81.635, 


62692 | 157,527 | 





Dye 
Bio. & Spot, Si 
































97 
0 
‘Yorke; 43 
Velvet a ‘922 
y 930 
8 595 i 
29,586 | 
Cotton Yarn, Hom! “Pela 6, 
i Engliv 1,908 
Spanith Striper... 1,236 | 
Medium and Brosd Cloths 136 | 
Camlets i 5,830 
Long Elle | 2,540 
Vantin op 3,500 | 
Giape 100 
ya & Italiane, 477 | 0 
. 4 
Figured Orleans | 8,320 
Laatr ee 
22,010 




















13,524 | 
: | 

















* Exclusive of undeclared Import Cargoes per Prometheus, Sachsen, Glengarry, Saghalien and Afghan, 
Import Cargoes declared during interval: Afenelaua, Achilles, Antenor, Yangtsé, Pekin, and additionals ex Glenavon, Stentar, 
Melbourne, Oanfa and Patroclus. r 
Last week the Stock of Camlets should have been 23,017 pieces, 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Excoance.—On London—Telegraphic Transfers, 4s. 132. a 4s. 1}. Bank Bills, demand, 4s. 13d. Bank Bills, 4 monthe’ 
First-Class Credite to Bauke, 4 months’ sight, 4+. 2d. a 4s, 2§.; 6 months’ sight, 4s. 
sight, 4a, 29d. a 4s, 234.; 6 months’ sight, 4e. 224. On France—Bank Bil 
ight, 5.5 a 36; 6 months’ sight, 5.38 0 38, On New York —Credita and Documentary Bill, 4 monthe’ sight, 963. On Honskong ‘Telegraphic 
, 273; Private Bills, 3 days’ sight, 28{. On Bombay—Te'egraphic Transfers, Rs. 301; Calcutta, Re, 301. Bullion—Gold Bars, 
20, Silver Bars, T11 Mexican dollars, F Copper Cash, 1,390.’ Native Tuterest, mace 2 50. 
SHAE GS 
hire have changed lands for essh at 160 to 161 per cent. premium. New 
4p. 
were presented and passed at a mecting of shareholders held on 
at. ou the prid up capital, from which $3,373.59 were taken for Depreoi 
Of this $834.27 were carried to Reserve, wi 
the year, aud $59.90 are carried forward. We quote 7! 
cen sold at $98, ‘They are wanted at that rate, and are held for 
Honykougs at $364 ex dividend for cas Chinas at $80 to $82 cash, $82} to $83 for 
; h shares have changed hands at $19 cum dividend, 
quote 179 as the equiv 















ight, 4s. 234, 
i, a 4s, 23d," Private and Documentary, 4’ monthe’ 
femand, Fes. 5.25; Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ 

























Basus.—Hongkong & Shaxghai Banking Corporation, 
Oriental Bank shares have been sold at £104 and exchang: 
ie Report and A 























paid to sharehol 

Marie L 
Fine Tssvnasc 
Bist March, Ist July. 
Waanrs,—Pootunys have been sold at £793 fe 
Muvrxc.—Sheridane have been in demand at FI 
Canao Boats. —Shai yhai Cargo Boats Co, 
operative Cargo Boat Co. —Lhe Directors’ Report and stat 
held on 27th Febs fits on Lighterage for 
portion of profite on Wor 




















(0 ¥1725 cum dividend, and ¥165 ex dividend, Ce 
1898 were preseuted and passed at a meeting of sharebold 
months to 30th June were $793.68, after payment of £971.88 for repaira to the 
4 A-count of the joint companies for 6 months to 3lst December was $6,088.17, 


































Repai “Auditors? fees absorbed $1,5 ccount for the year shews.a credit b 1.79, 
including @ balance of $379.99 bought forward from 1887. Out of this $1,000.00 are set a side to pay a return of 10 per c 3 
of business, 3,000 are paid t holders asa dividend at the rate of 3 per cent, for the year, and a balance of $1,781.79 is carvied 
forward, ‘The Res: rve Fund 2 








MISCELLEASOUS. -Shunghai Waterworks Co., Ld.—Cash shares have changed bands at £29 for old and £18 for new, and exchange 4/2, 
‘hey me wanted, Perak Sugar Cultivation shares have been sold at £15. Hall & Holts shares at $28, aud J, Llewellyn & Co.'s shart 














































$120. 
SHARES, | Vnine ~ 
| Kenenve, Closing. 
Banks, i | H 
Hongkong & Sh Hanke Ce! 0,000 sia | gt 16L% prew, 
New On tal Ba Corp., La; 54,700 £10 | “£10 £105 
hipping. : 
Shanglial ‘Tug Jost Co., La. 1,000 100 | 100 486 
Indo-China Sten Nav slo] sto 4374 
Shanghai § shun | acy 1400 
2¢ | £13 
‘gov | S100 \6 S147 
Shanghai Dock Co. .. 440 2500 | 2500!) 218,000 17 "$340 
Tootung Dock Co. v0 410U A100 22,900! 483.25 €83 
2,00 2400! F1U0 | 367,000° 41,281.47 i 5192) 
Ao: E100 | S108 | 419,647.18 Ys9 90 149 











hina Traders 

Lita 
Nortech Coy La 
n, Society of Canton Lal, 
tare Lusurance Asx’ tion Lal) 
rurnnee Co., Limited] 
om Lneurance OIC... conn! 


$261,119. 98:30 Ay 
FETE 












Stinits Lneurance Co., Limited, 
dn auce ( boe) 





soo $250 
0.000 S100 
Straits Fire Ineurance Co., Ld.. 20,000 $100 





1 59.60 % | 2Mar.6s] $364 
: : 


Singapore Insurance Co., Ld... 29,176 $100 













harps. 
Shanghai & Whew Wharf Co... 2,867 4100) 1400 51,786.7 
Wire's Wharf Hide-Caring aud | 
Wooi-C ig Company 550 49.46 S9844.31'31 Oct. 97) 









Hootung Wharf & Gedown Co. 
Hongkong and Kewl on Whart 
and Godown Co,, Limite 





3100 "F12,600,111,949-08's1 Dee. $8 
$100 











44% | SMar. St! gi99 






































$50 None. $10 
‘luo WT6 | 10 Dec.8s| $175 
5 ‘£200 74% 
rative Cargo Boat C 4100 +37 
Miscellaneous 
Waterworke Co., 1 £20 +5% |ieaplse! £29 
Waterworks Co., 
ww Shares £20 £10 + 5% |WApl ss 
150-450 Sone { 
tz Co-op'tive © $50 $50 1 May §8) 
y Coy Ld. $100 go 3 
Etcetrie Co., Tio Foo First | year. 
Shanghai Land Iuvestnent Co 
Limited . 2 F500 FO i é do, 
J. Lewellyn & Co., La, S100 Si ara 7 Fs aaeak do. 











wt of T Rate of Ine 





‘Nominal Value. 














terest," | he Payable. } Closing, 
Shanghai Mun, Hel enum F 60,000.00 ¥ 100 G% Dec, & June. | $101 (a) 
De. ¥ 45,000.00 7100 is De. / F105 nom, 
Do. 30,000.00 £100 i% Do. | R105, 
De. ¥ 70,010.00! £100 6% Do. 1 es 
China Merchants’ $.N, Co. Debentures £ 00,000 £100 1% Quarterly ‘£106 (a) 
Chimese Imp. Government Loan 1884 F $1,395.700.14 3 500 8% 30th June, | $515 (a) 
Do. do. 1884 C} $1,594,700.14 $ 500 se 15th Oct. $510 (a) 
Do. do. 1886 E\S. ¥ 200.00 | F250 i Mar, & Sept. | ‘$2874 (a) 








* For half-year. |i For quarter year. + For year, 3A deficit. § Reserve for equalization of dividends, (a) Exclusive of accrued interest, 
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